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SUMMARY 
 

Ervin Belik, formerly Bleiweiss, was born in Mistek, Czechoslovakia, June 13 1918, the 
youngest son in a large family.  He was educated in both Jewish and Czech schools.  After the 
German occupation March 1939, he was warned that the S.S. was waiting to arrest him and fled 
to Poland in May 1939. 
 
He joined the Czech army in Krakow and changed his name to Belik.  His unit landed with the 
Russian forces in Poland and was sent to Ukraine.  He served as a member of the Czech Army 
unit under Russian command in Poland and Russia; under British command in Palestine and 
other countries in the Middle East, and took part in an attack on three French Army units 
suspected of being Nazi collaborators.  He later served with an Australian Army unit in Tobruk.  
His unit returned to Palestine where he participated in the defense of Haifa and in the rollback of 
German and  Italian forces from El Alamein to Tripoli.  Mr. Belik arrived in England in June 
1943 on the troopship Mauretania.  He met and married his wife, a German Jewish refugee, in 
England.  He participated in the invasion of France and arrived in Pilsen, Czechoslovakia with 
Patton's Third Army in 1945. 
 
Mr. Belik was discharged in January 1946 and returned to Mistek where he met his brother 
Ernst.  His entire family except for his brother, and a sister who lives in Haifa, was murdered. 
Ervin, his wife and two children lived in Mistek until they emigrated to Israel on July 7, 1949.  
He describes their new life in Israel.      
 

1 This interview took place in Kiryat Motzkin, Israel. 
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The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this summary which was produced in partnership with Gratz College.




