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ANNA BERENHOLZ [1-1-1] 

From the collection of the Gratz College Holocaust Oral History Archive 

  AB - Anna Berenholz1 [interviewee] 
  IK - Inge Karo [interviewer] 

 Date: September 5, 1989 
 
Tape one, side one: 

 
IK: This is an auxiliary interview2 with Mrs. Anna Berenholz about her 

experiences with Wallenberg.  The interviewer is Inge Karo.  Now, just tell me in your 
own words what your experiences with Wallenberg were. 

AB: Well, because of Raoul Wallenberg I'm here and many people.  He 
practically pulled us out of the deed of death in Budapest and he looked for the death 
marchers and especially for young people.  At the time, I was 19 and thanks to him, I'm 
alive.  It's unbelievable what one person did and can do. 

IK: How, how did he find out who the death marchers were? 
AB: I don't know.  When I was in the death march in November, 1944, 

suddenly a white truck showed up and couple guys walked on and they just pulled, 
especially young kids, young people, and we thought it's the Nazis that they pulling us to 
be shot and in ten minutes, they were unloading us into a Swedish building which had a 
blue and yellow flag and gave us Schutzpasses,3 each of us got one, and that's how we 
managed to live through the war without being marched to death. 

IK: Now, the Schutzpass, how would you translate that?  That provided 
protection?  Or… 

AB: That provided protection because the Nazis used to raid these buildings 
very often and they would line us up and we had to show them the Schutzpass. 

IK: And if you had a Schutzpass, then... 
AB: Yes, they left us, they left us alone. 
IK: And in what city was this? 
AB: That was in Budapest. 
IK: And what year, what time? 
AB: 19--it was November or December, 1944 up to January 20, 1945 when the 

Russians freed Budapest. 
IK: And did you know at the time who the people were that were rescuing 

you? 
AB: No, I had no idea.  We thought that the Nazis pulling out all the young 

people to be shot, which they very often did. 

                                                 
1nee Bohorochaner. 
2Referring to earlier interview with Mrs. Berenholz conducted on May 28, 1987 by Selma Brothman. 
3Schutzpass - Letter of protection issued by the Swedish legation in Budapest to Hungarian Jews, stating 
that they could not be harmed.  www.ushmm.org 
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IK: But, but after they actually--after you saw that they weren't going to shoot 
you, did you then know who these people were? 

AB: No, we didn't know till we got to the building and we saw the blue and 
yellow flag and it said Swedish House.  And after that, we knew that we are safe. 

IK: And did you--as far as you know, did you actually see Raoul Wallenberg? 
AB: I saw several young men and I don't know who was Wallenberg, no, I 

really didn't.  If I saw him, I didn't know who it is. 
IK: Well, is there anything else you want to talk about about that experience? 
AB: Yes.  It's extraordinary experience and if more people would have 

undertaken the work that Mr. Raoul Wallenberg did, more people would have been alive.  
But what's very painful now and for the last 45 years that we could not find Mr. Raoul 
Wallenberg.  We looked for him.  We looked for him everywhere, in Hungary, in 
Czechoslovakia, we just could not find him and we could not find out where he is. 

IK: When you say we, who do you mean by that? 
AB: We, I met many people in the building, in the Swedish building, many, 

and we run to the Swiss Embassy, we run to the other embassies, to the Spanish, to find 
out because the Swedish Embassy wasn't... 

IK: So this, this was other, other Jewish people that had been saved? 
AB: Yes.  So, we looked for him all over and we were told, he's fine, he doesn't 

want to be bothered.  We really thought well he saved us, he doesn't want to be bothered 
with us.  That's what we were told in Budapest and in Prague, Czechoslovakia. 

IK: Why were you looking for him, to thank him?  Or… 
AB: To thank him definitely, to thank him.  Would he, would we have been 

informed what happened to him, I don't know, we probably would burn down the Russian 
Embassy in Budapest.  We did not know it.  We did not know where he is.  We were told 
he's fine, he's back home. 

IK: And I understand that since you've come to the United States, you've been 
very active.  What are some of the things you've done? 

AB: Well, I wrote to all Congressmen, to all Senators, to President Carter, to 
Armand and Hammer from Incidental Petroleum4, to Beck.  Lately, I wrote to Mr. and 
Mrs. Gorbachev.  They should at least let us know, where they claim he is dead, where he 
is buried. 

IK: Did you ever get an answer from the Gorbachevs? 
AB: Not yet. 
IK: When, when did you write to them? 
AB: I wrote to them in '99, 1989, 
IK: So, that hasn't been that long ago. 

                                                 
4Mrs. Berenholz is probably referring to Dr. Armand Hammer of Occidental Petroleum. 
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AB: Not long ago.  But I got an answer from Senator Heinz and Senator 
Specter and President's Carter's office and Accidental Petroleum says to me, in short, I'm 
informed that Mr. Raoul Wallenberg is dead, period. 

IK: And you, you're not convinced that he is dead? 
AB: By now, I don't know, but he wasn't dead. 
IK: At the time? 
AB: He was not dead.  The man who called his daughter in Israel, he told her 

that he was with a Swedish diplomat in prison and we believed that, that wasn't that long. 
IK: Now, in your activities in this country, in the United States, are you doing 

that as an individual?  Are you connected with a group? 
AB: No, I'm doing that as an individual. 
IK: Because several times you said we so I... 
AB: We, because I have people who work with me in this country, they were 

not in Budapest, but they help me.  We talk a lot, the American newcomers.  I also heard 
on radio in Frank Ford's show several years ago that this other gentleman, this Swedish 
was, and he said that he was with Raoul Wallenberg in the car.  And I really have a big 
question in my mind all the time, how come he didn't know where Raoul Bomberg5 is 
and he is safe? 

IK: And who, who was this man, again? 
AB: I don't remember.  He wrote a book about Raoul Wallenberg.  But to me, 

it's all questionable that the Swedish government didn't know where he is.  Why, how 
come he disappeared so?  Wouldn't they look for a, for a Swedish diplomat?  Wouldn't 
they look for a, a Swedish young man? 

IK: And what--why you would think--do you have any idea, have you shaped 
an idea of why you think they weren't look for him? 

AB: Yes, off the record.  I have it, yes.  [tape off] 
IK: Would you like to talk about the telegrams that you say you've received 

from the Swedish…? 
AB: Yes, I sent telegrams to the Swedish government.  I believe it was in 1981 

when the Russian submarine got stuck there.  They should not release it until they find 
out where Mr. Raoul Wallenberg is, dead or alive, and I have copies of the telegram. 

IK: Did they ever answer you? 
AB: No. 
IK: They didn't answer you? 
AB: No, no.  I wrote, I wrote to the Swedish government in Sweden, and they 

answered me once that he has a mother and family, that we have sort of no right to look 
for him. 

                                                 
5Mrs. Berenholz is probably referring to Raoul Wallenberg. 
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IK: Well, you were---it's obvious that you feel you have a great debt of 
gratitude to him and that it hurts you that you can't, couldn't do more. 

AB: It hurts me very much.  And it hurts me why a person like him has to die 
in prison. 

IK: Okay, well, thank you very much. 
AB: If somebody put him up to this, somebody put him up to this and if the 

Russians arrested him, why didn't they try to get him out? 
IK: Unfortunately, I don't have the answer to that, either.  Okay, thank you 

very much. 
 

 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this transcript which was produced in partnership with Gratz College




