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                                                              SUMMARY 
 
Ola Cehelsky, nee Bilozor, a Ukrainian Greek Catholic, was born in Lvov, in the Western 
Ukraine, in Galicia, Poland, on May 1, 1925.  Her father, Volodymyr Bilozor, was a doctor.  He 
served in the Ukrainian army in WWI and practiced in Kolomyja, Poland, a town south of Lvov.  
Ola describes pre-war Kolomyja and and her musical education training to become an opera 
singer.  She describes Jewish-Christian relations and that her parents and siblings had many 
Jewish friends with whom they lived in harmony until 1938-9.  Ola describes an anti-Jewish 
student demonstration in her town as well as anti-Ukrainian incidents in 1938.   
 
In 1939 the Soviets occupied Kolomyja, and Ola describes Jews being sent to Siberia, food 
shortages and the shooting of priests and their families. In 1941, the Soviets fled, and in 
September 1941 the Germans came with their anti-Jewish and anti-communist actions.  Ola 
witnessed the deportations of Jews, the shooting of groups of Jews in the forests and the burning 
of thousands of Jews in the Kolomyja Ghetto. She also witnessed the hanging of Gypsies and 
describes the shooting of Ukrainian youths for refusing to shoot Jews.  
 
Fleeing the mass shootings of Jews and Gypsies in 1942, Ola and her family moved to Lvov.  
She recounts that Jews were shot and then burned at “Czartowa Skala,” Devil’s Rock, in Lvov, 
Poland.   As the Soviets approached in 1944, Ola’s family was granted permission by the 
German authorities to go west with medical staff and families.  
 
After the war, Ola and her family lived in several Displaced Persons camps: Fletsinge 
[phonetic]—a beer garden— from April to July 1945, where she sang for the American troops; a 
castle in Neubeurn and lastly in Villingen DP camp in Augsburg, at which time she was able to 
continue her music studies in Munich. 
 
In 1947, in Munich, she married Yaro Silower, a photo journalist.  Sponsored by her mother’s 
relatives in Jersey City they came to the United States in 1949 and in 1950 moved to Bethlehem, 
PA. 
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