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Interviewee: DAVIS, Myra Date: October 16, 1999
Interviewer: Marcia Goldberg
Audio tapes: 1 English Transcript: 1 vol. (unpaged) English
Restrictions: None

SUMMARY

Myra Davis, nee Miki Heller, was born July 12, 1936 in Kovno, Lithuania, the only child in an
affluent Jewish family. Her parents were Franz and Fanny Heller. After the Russian invasion in
1940, her family was forced to move from their large home to much smaller quarters. In 1940,
they immigrated to Japan with transit visas and visas for Curacao, which were not used. Instead,
they went to Shanghai, in 1941, after a year in Kobe, Japan, where Myra attended a French
Catholic school.

In the French quarter of Shanghai, they lived comfortably until the Japanese occupation forced
them into the Hongkew Ghetto. Her father, despondent about their impoverishment, committed
suicide. When the war ended, her mother worked for the American Army and met a Jewish
colonel, David Bare (phonetic), whom she married in 1947. The family lived in Beijing, China,
Linz, Austria and South Carolina, United States. Myra became a translator for the American
government, married Arnold Davis and they live with their two children in Boca Raton, Florida.

The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this summary which was produced in partnership with Gratz College.





