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SUMMARY 
 

Henry Altschuler was born March 28, 1923 in Jaroslaw, Poland. He describes his schooling, 
cheder and gymnasium, Zionist affiliations of his family and experiencing antisemitism from 
students and teachers. He mentions his brother’s attempt to emigrate before the war. He 
describes his family’s eviction from Jaroslaw during the Russian Occupation because they were 
Jews. He went to Lvov to study and work.  
 
Henry describes the German invasion of September 1939 and the tumultuous period following it 
during which he, his father and brother fled toward Russia.  He describes insults of Polish 
soldiers as they left town. Henry briefly discusses working in Rovno, his flight from there to 
Lubaczów, where he describes people being kind, and ultimately returning home after 
encountering Russian soldiers and hearing that all Jews were forced out of his hometown. He 
describes being denied a permit to return to Jaroslaw, but goes anyway to get his mother and to 
gather belongings from his grandfather’s house.  His family eventually reunites in an unnamed 
town2 and he describes life under Russian occupation there. 
 
Henry gives a detailed account of the German occupation of Lemberg (Lvov) in 1941, the 
bombing of the city, being taken to a labor camp and escaping back home. He describes brutal 
treatment of Jews in the village by Ukrainian police who took Jews at night and beat them. He 
describes how a note given to him by the Gestapo in Lemberg saved him from Ukrainian police 
because they didn’t know how to read it and it had an official Gestapo stamp on it.  Henry details 
his work as a slave laborer digging roads in freezing conditions. He describes his deportation to 
Jaktorów concentration camp in November 1941 and being forced to clear roads for German 
soldiers.  Henry describes the freezing temperatures, receiving beatings from Ukrainian guards, 
witnessing shootings, and unbearable conditions.  He witnessed a transport of Jews sent to 
Treblinka.  The last few minutes of the tape are inaudible. From his 1981 interview, we know 
that he was liberated by Russians in 1945, returned to Lemberg, then emigrated to the United 
States from Germany, in September 1949. 
 
See also his 1981 interview.  
 
Interviewee: ALTSCHULER, Henry Date: 1978 

1Though we don’t know the date of the interview, it is presumably from 1978 since this interviewer did multiple 
interviews this year. 
2This unnamed town is presumably Chrobieszuw, as he states in his 1981 interview. In that interview, Henry also 
explains that they fled to Rovno because a policemen warned his father to escape the invading Germans who were 
killing Jews.  
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