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                                                 SUMMARY 
 

Sarah Elias, nee Perl, was born in 1921 in Czechoslovakia, in what is now Velký Bočkov, 
Ukraine.  Her father, as well as the rest of the family, was very involved in the synagogue.  Her 
father worked in a woodworking factory and her mother and the children tended the farm and 
animals. There were nine children in the family. Sarah went to a Czech school. She lovingly 
describes the traditional Jewish observances of the family. Sarah completed high school in 1939, 
just around the time that their area of Czechoslovakia was annexed by Hungary.  She and a group 
of friends then went to Budapest where she got a job working in a Jewish sanatorium for three 
years. When the Germans took over the facility, she went to work in a Jewish hospital. Sarah 
tells how, eventually, she was taken by the Germans for hard labor. In the summer of 1944, 
Sarah and her sister were on a forced march to Germany from which they escaped. They were 
helped by two strangers and then returned to Budapest. Through a friend they were able to obtain 
Hungarian birth certificates and Sarah relates how they were tutored by friends, including a 
priest, on how to behave like Christian girls and on what they needed to know to pass as 
Christians. They went to a farm in the countryside but in a short time they were informed upon 
and were taken into custody. Sarah describes how they convinced the authorities that they were 
not Jewish.  

 
When the war ended in 1945, Sarah went back to working in a hospital, where she contracted 
typhus and was very ill. When she recovered, she and her sister returned to their home to find her 
father and one brother who had survived1. Although Gentiles had moved into their home, they 
left when the survivors returned. Sarah met and married Victor Elias and had a child. Sarah 
relates that when the Communists took over Czechoslovakia, people would disappear. Although 
they were doing well financially, they decided to leave for Israel where they had two more 
children. Sarah describes the difficult conditions in Israel, but was able to get a nice place to live 
and she says that they were happy there. However her husband then developed kidney disease 
and they came to the United States, to Philadelphia. She eventually got a job in nursing and her 
husband, who was not well, opened a bakery.  

 
This interview ends rather abruptly at that point. 

 
See also the interview with her husband Victor Elias (RG-50.462.0219). 
 

1Sarah’s brother, Josef Perl survived Plaszow, Auschwitz-Birkenau, Dachau, Bergen-Belsen, Gross-Rosen,  
Bolkenhain (a subcamp of Gross-Rosen), Hirschberg and Buchenwald. His testimony can be found at the  
website http://www.josefperl.com/josefs-story/. There is also an interesting article about him here   
http://45aid.org/064/. 
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