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SUMMARY 
 

Lieselotte H. Fajardo, née Markus, was born March 8, 1926 in Berlin, Germany, an only 
child of an affluent, nonreligious family.  Her parents owned an art, porcelain and glass 
store. Lieselotte describes her education at several private schools and a public school, 
and describes in detail several incidents of being treated differently as a Jew and also 
noticing anti-Jewish propaganda in children’s magazines.  She was forced to leave the 
public school in 1938 and told to stop any contact with students.  She then attended a 
private Jewish school for one more year until they emigrated.  
 
Lieselotte and her parents left for Shanghai in April 1939 via the Victoria from Genoa, 
Italy.  She describes her parents fleeing as quickly as possible to Italy due to a national 
blackout, and the difficulties they had with no foreign currency.  She describes the 
confiscation of her grandmother’s diary and her father’s and uncles’ war hero decorations 
when leaving Germany and their arrival in Shanghai, the devastating emotional effect on 
her father, her father’s meager work opportunities, and his death in 1941 at age 59.  She 
gives a detailed picture of life in Shanghai: conditions in the Hongkew Ghetto, schooling, 
working and traveling to the International Settlement and other areas of Shanghai, 
navigating requirements for this travel such as vaccinations, official documents and the 
challenges of having to use different Chinese currency in the Anglo-American section of 
Shanghai.  She details how she used her knowledge to avoid trouble and describes one 
benign interaction with Kano Ghoya but also describes an instance of anger from a 
Japanese soldier who smashed a guitar because he thought no music should be played.  
Lieselotte describes the bleak conditions at the end of the war:  contaminated food, 
danger for women to be out at night, increased bombings; and also describes her 
volunteer work at a hospital and contracting hepatitis.  Her interview ends abruptly as she 
explains that she arrived in the United States in 1947. 
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