
Mikhail Feller, Interviewed 22 September 1987 in Philadelphia 
Summary 
 
Born 15 June 1920 in Odessa, Ukraine. His parents were religious and observed Jewish 
holidays. Before 1939 there was much negative information about fascism in the Soviet 
media, but that stopped in August 1939. Before the war, Mikhail experienced anti-
Semitism but none in the army. Mikhail was drafted in 1939, and at the time of the 
German invasion in 1941he was stationed in Dnepropetrovsk [in Ukraine]. His unit 
retreated to Voronezh [Russia] where he was wounded in 1943. After one year of 
hospitalization, he returned to the army in 1944 but was wounded again.  
 
Mikhail received no news from his family during the war. As the Germans were 
retreating, Mikhail saw the aftermath of executions near Krivoi Rog [in Ukraine].  He was 
discharged as an invalid and returned to Odessa in 1944. After the war, he returned to 
his old apartment. He was aware of Ilya Ehrenburg’s Black Book. After the war, Mikhail 
experienced antisemitism in Soviet propaganda, such as the Doctor’s Plot, as well as on 
the street. “Why do you live here, why don’t you live in Israel?” is what he heard people 
say. His son Alexander (b. 1948) and Mikhail’s first wife live in Israel. In 1983 Mikhail 
emigrated to Philadelphia where his sister was already living.  
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The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this summary which was produced in partnership with Gratz College.




