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                                                 SUMMARY 
 
 

Marianne Feuerstein, nee Mitzi Robitchek, was born in Prague, Czechoslovakia on November 
10, 1913.  She grew up in Aussig on the Elbe in northern Bohemia, studied in a gymnasium, went 
to Prague to study law and married before ending her studies.  She and her husband settled in 
Luditz, where her daughter was born.   
 
In 1938 after the Munich Pact, a friend of the family helped her rejoin her parents who had fled 
to Prague.  There, unable to obtain an exit visa, she, her husband and three year old left for 
Genoa, Italy.  After a couple of months, they and a group of other foreign Jews were smuggled to 
the French border, via boat on the French coast.  She describes the kindnesses shown them by the 
local French people. At first the French police threatened to deport them back to Italy but 
relenting, send them to Clermont-Ferrand where her husband volunteered for the Army.  After 
the French defeat in 1940, she rejoined her husband in Sète in southern France.  With a group of 
other foreigners they boarded a ship overnight, transferred to a coal transport which took them to 
Gibraltar and transshipped on a British transport to Liverpool, England.  They left England for 
the United States in 1946 or 1947.  Her parents died in Theresienstadt. 
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The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this summary which was produced in partnership with Gratz College.




