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Summary 
 
During WWII William Greis was a Master Sergeant who, as a member of the Signal Corps, 
fought in North Africa, India and China, assigned as a Communication specialist. In 1943, along 
with 10,000 - 15,000 American soldiers, he flew over the “Hump” from India to Nationalist 
China, in support of their cause. His German ancestry helped him in countering the German 
propaganda effort, which entailed broadcasts in English. His unit moved into South China in 
anticipation of the invasion of Japan; but Japan surrendered in August 1945. Early the following 
month, he was among the first Army personnel to fly into Shanghai, subsequent to its liberation 
by the US Navy. He had no background in understanding the Japanese culture nor did he know 
about the refugees who had fled to Shanghai. When his Signal unit of about 30 personnel 
entered the refugee area, they were not greeted with cheers, since no one understood who 
they were. The unit first moved into the YMCA with its 1,000 pounds of equipment and 
established direct communication with the US. The YMCA accommodations were too small and 
the unit found a German School, forced the German personnel to leave, and recruited refugees 
who could type and spoke English to assist with the unit’s administrative requirements; most of 
those hired were Jewish refugees. 
 
Along the way he met a young Chinese girl who he wanted to marry. This was difficult to 
accomplish; he first required permission from his Colonel and the girl needed a passport, which 
was not an easy task; the girl was finally classified as a Caucasian-Chinese for her trip to the 
States. 
 
Not until he returned to the States did William find out about the Final Solution; at first, he 
found it unbelievable. In 1949 he and his wife traveled to Germany. He was shocked by the 
destruction. He gained insight: If the US wants to set an example, more than words were 
needed and Information about what happened in Germany needed to be disseminated to 
prevent the next war. 
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