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SUMMARY 
 

Hans Hartenstein was born January 27, 1923 into a Jewish family in Vienna. He describes his 
father, owner of a printing business, as a decorated Austrian veteran of World War I who knew of 
the persecution of Jews in Germany but believed that he would not be affected by Nazi oppression. 
After the Anschluss, his father was arrested on April 13, 1938 and was detained in Dachau and 
Buchenwald for 13 months. When Hans was forced to leave his Gymnasium, he joined Hashomer 
Hatzair as an avid Zionist, preparing for emigration to Palestine in a hakhsharah camp near 
Vienna. He describes illegal shortwave broadcasts and crowded living conditions after his father’s 
business and the family apartment were confiscated. Unable to obtain a Palestinian emigration 
certificate, he left for England with help from the British Society of Friends in August 1939. His 
father had emigrated to England following his release from concentration camp in May 1939, also 
with help from British Quakers. Hans describes refugee life in England and their concern about 
his mother’s safety in Vienna. She emigrated to the U.S. in January 1940; Hans and his father 
joined her within that year. Brief mention is made of a cousin who survived in hiding with aid 
from a Dutch farmer. 
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