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SUMMARY

Henrich Hofman was born July 20, 1922 in Lipecka Polyana, Czechoslovakia. He describes pre-
war life, his education, being a member of Shomer Hatzair, and the good relationship his family
had with the non-Jews in the area. His father was a carpenter. He describes the Hungarian
Occupation, harassment of Jews starting in 1940, including confiscation of stores. He details the
horrors in Passover 1941, when his whole town was deported in cattle cars to Rachof (Rachov).
He describes the trip, selection, and an intervention by the Budapest Jewish community to
prevent the evacuation of Jewish citizens of that area which saved his group. Henrich describes
looking out the cattle car through slits at the condemned group and seeing the Germans throwing
Jews into trucks as if they were pieces of wood. His part of the transport was then taken to a
concentration camp in Rachof. His friend who survived from the other part of the transport told
him months later that the Germans murdered the rest of the group in the Dnieper River in
Kamenets-Podolski.

In October 1943 he details his deportation to and forced labor in Gérgenyoroszfalu (Romania,
occupied by Hungary) where he helped to build an airfield. In January 1944 he volunteered to
work elsewhere, was taken to Rakoshegy near Budapest where he worked building German
barracks from March through July 1944. He describes the much improved conditions, lots of
food, ability to leave on Shabbat to go to Jews in the community before they liquidated the area.
Henrich ended up working for a German officer as personal tailor, and describes some
kindnesses from some Germans. A German co-worker hid him and a friend in an attic to avoid
deportation. He describes how the work of his hands helped him to survive on many occasions.

He was liberated on November 15, 1944 by the Soviet frontline and worked as an interpreter for
the Soviet army for 11 months. He was reunited with his sisters in Chust (Khust) in 1945, went
to Budapest, met and married his wife in October and moved to the Sudetenland in
Czechoslovakia from 1945-49. They emigrated to Israel in July 1949 and eventually to the
United States in 1959.

The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this summary which was produced in partnership with Gratz College.
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