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SUMMARY

Born September 27, 1925 in Munich, Germany, Henry Kahn was an only child in a wealthy
Jewish family. His father was the major wholesaler of coal in Germany. His great-grandfather
was a nobleman, with a title from Emperor Franz Joseph.

Henry describes his childhood memories of attending public school until age eight. When
ostracized by the gentile students, his parents sent him to a Jewish school, which was closed after
Kristallnacht. His father was sent to Dachau but was released on the same day when he showed
visa and steamship tickets to leave Germany. Henry describes their hurried exit and possessions
that were confiscated by the Gestapo. The family sailed to the United States from London on
January 26, 1939. They were sponsored by a prominent cousin in Philadelphia, Herman
Obermayer, and were aided by HIAS.

In the 1960s, Henry’s father began to correspond with Albert Speer, the Nazi architect, and

visited him at the German prison in Spandau. Henry also visited Speer, who became a successful
writer and donated royalties to Israel and to Jewish old-age homes.

The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this summary which was produced in partnership with Gratz College.





