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     SUMMARY 
 
Ilsa R. Katz was born December 10, 1921 in Venningen, Pfalz, Germany.  Her father was 
a kosher butcher and a World War I veteran.  She briefly describes her life and education 
(both secular and religious) before and after Hitler came to power including the 
escalating anti-Jewish restrictions and increasing antisemitism.   
 
During Kristallnacht, November 9, 1938, their synagogue was burned and all Jewish men 
were arrested. A non-Jewish villager saved the Torah scroll. The next morning all Jews 
were rounded up and deported by bus to a meadow near Karlsruhe, Baden.   
 
Because her father had obtained Visas, Ilsa and her family were able to leave for the 
United States from Hamburg, Germany to Philadelphia in December 1938.  Most of her 
relatives were deported and killed. Ilsa talks about their life in Philadelphia, how they 
made a living and adjusted to life in America.  
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