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                                                 SUMMARY 

 
Klara Leizerowski, nee Felker, was born on October 28, 1924 in Chovorow, Poland (in Galicia, 
near Lemberg).  Her father was a merchant.  Klara describes pre-war Jewish life: her schooling, 
Jewish observance, keeping kashrut and the various languages spoken by the Jewish 
intelligentsia.  She describes initially disbelieving stories of German refugees regarding anti-
Jewish restrictions.  She describes the Soviet occupation and how her “capitalist” family was 
designated as an enemy of the state and were denied citizenship.  Many families were deported 
to Siberia for this “crime” and she explains how they lived in fear during this period of 1939 -41 
and slept away from their home many nights.  They were permitted to practice their religion and 
Klara was able to attend pharmaceutical school during this time by traveling an hour to Lemberg. 
 
Klara describes the German invasion in spring of 1941 and the increasing restrictions on Jews.  
She also describes several Aktions.  During one of these, she was hidden with her sisters by a 
priest and his family for one night.  Klara’s parents hid in their basement behind a wall with 10 
others.  Klara was hidden by a Christian family for two and a half years in Lemberg and other 
small towns.  The rest of her family was shot.  During her hiding she was hidden in a wardrobe 
in a room right next to German soldiers.  She describes the stress, lack of food and physical 
ailments from staying in this wardrobe so many hours at a time.    
 
After liberation by the Soviets, she was reunited with one sister who survived and together they 
went to Katowice to escape both the Germans and the Russians.  She was helped by HIAS and 
the Joint.  She was able to go to Switzerland with her uncle's help (Chief Rabbi in Zurich) and 
lived there for two and a half years.  She later moved to Munich in 1946 to marry Rabbi Baruch 
Leizerowski.  They emigrated to the United States in 1952 with their two sons. 
 
See also the interview with her husband, Rabbi Baruch Leizerowski. 
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