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SUMMARY 
 
Meyer Levin served in Europe, as a cannoneer with the 25th Tank Battalion, 14th Armored 
Division during World War II.  About two weeks after the war ended, his tank crew was ordered 
to proceed to a labor camp near Munich, Germany. He never found out the name of this camp.  
 
He relates how he disobeyed orders of an American officer during an encounter with survivors 
who found a warehouse full of food and clothing.  He describes the pitiful condition of the 
surviving inmates and the reaction to and interaction with the prisoners and the American 
soldiers. His unit tried to help as much as they could. In Meyer's opinion, the inmates were Slavs 
not Jews. His unit stayed in the labor camp for less than a day but the experience lingers with 
him to this day and made him glad he was fighting Germans. 
 
He was stationed in Berlin as part of the Army of Occupation and had a lot of contact with 
German civilians.  The Germans he talked to denied the existence of the camps, even the 
German civilians from surrounding villages who were forced to march through the camp he 
liberated.  He explains why he did not believe their protestations of ignorance and innocence and 
why he is convinced Germans and Austrians he encountered all lied about their actions during 
the war. 
 
He was also involved in the repatriation of displaced persons under American control who were 
afraid to go home.  Jewish survivors he met during High Holiday services in Austria told him 
that Poles were worse than the Germans. 
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