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                                                 SUMMARY 
 
 

Joseph Levy was born on August 22, 1911 in Eschweiler, Germany.  Despite antisemitic 
harassment during childhood, he enjoyed his childhood in public and private Jewish schools and 
in a Jugendbund youth group. 
 
On January 31, 1933, his father and older brother—warned by a friendly local Nazi leader—fled 
before storm troopers ransacked their butcher shop in Siegburg.  Some Christian employees 
helped shelter the family at that time and later delivered a ransom for the father’s release from 
Dachau. 
 
In 1937, Joseph obtained an American visa and joined his siblings in New York City.  Their 
parents followed, aided by the Red Cross and a Jewish organization.   They sailed in a fishing 
boat from Barcelona, with a brief stay in Cuba, before arriving in the United States in December 
1941. 
 
Most of this interview narrates the stories of his father in hiding and forced labor and his brother 
in resistance groups in France and Spain (both of whom had already died at the time of this 
interview). 
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