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SUMMARY 
 

Max Mandel was one of seven children born in Varad, Hungary, February 23, 1918 to a religious 
family.  His father was a bookkeeper.  He briefly discusses pre-war antisemitism. In 1943, along 
with other Jews, Max was forced into a Hungarian Army labor battalion to build highways. He 
was with this battalion until they were sent to Mauthausen in 1945.  He witnessed atrocities 
during his death march to Mauthausen—thousands were killed outright before the march started.  
He stayed in Mauthausen until liberation in May 1945, when he was hospitalized. 
 
 Max spent three months traveling back to his hometown, where he found no immediate 
survivors of his family and their house and belongings confiscated.  A few months later, one 
brother returned from Ukraine. Other survivors told him the rest of his family had perished in 
Auschwitz. He journeyed to Bad Reichenhall Displaced Persons camp through the help of the 
Jewish Agency where he met and married his wife, Ibolya. They emigrated to the United States 
in 1949. 
 
 
 

 

1 His personal history records indicate Aladar was his former first name. 
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