
Tape two, side one: 
 
MG: This is tape two of an interview with Bill McCool. You were telling me Mr. 

McCool about your approach to Gotha. 
WM: Yeah, we were given orders to, to take Gotha because the division wanted 

to maintain a line of defense in case there was any counter attack. We took Gotha, it was 
about approximately a day that took us to do this, with the help of our other regiments 
which was 3-5-4 and 3-5-3. When we did this, we found ourselves in line for approaching 
other small towns outside of Gotha, Arnstadt was one of them which we took and pretty 
much flattened, but when we came--the night before, approximately the second night in 
Gotha, we were given orders to proceed for the next objective. What happened there was 
that when Lieutenant Hepp and Sergeant Massey told us that we’re going to have to scout 
out and see what’s ahead of us. Now we were encountering real strong heavy wooded area 
and when you cam--if anyone knows anything about Germany, the Black Forrest of 
Germany are really thick. We did encounter a lot of sniper firing, but at the same time we 
were able to apprehend lots of prisoners--basically I would say when I look back at it now, 
that those prisoners were older gentleman who thought this is it, we’re not going to win. I 
mean this is my own interpretation of what I thought about them, and some of it was true. 
When we hit the edge of a little town that we knew only as Ohrdruf; Ohrdruf was a night 
of nothing but heavy rains. After the rains in Black Forest of Germany in the area of 
Ohrdruf that we encountered we found ourselves heavy with a low foggy type mist of rain. 
We were asked to scout out and see if we’d encounter anything, which we did, but in the 
same token many of us, including myself, encountered an oddest odor of what we thought 
was an animal slaughterhouse or a meat packing house. That’s only opinions of what most 
of us in talking to each other, “What is this ungodly smell?” 

MG: Why were you sent out to scout Ohrdruf, what did they feel that…? 
WM: The ma--they felt the amount of troops that might still be existing around 

the area. In other words, there was still pockets, what we called pockets of troops that 
would not give up, and primarily those pockets were SS Troopers. Prisoner-wise most of 
them were regular German Army fellows, but this SS Troops maintained a defense that 
was heavy. When we were approaching, Arduno and myself were approaching the area 
where we were encountering small arms fire. Basically, in a distance that they thought there 
were troops there and perhaps the Germans thought there weren’t, but they wanted to find 
out if we would, we’d fire back at them, but we didn’t because we wanted to find exactly 
what was existing. All right, in the terms of the odor, as we went back we told them and as 
they knew already because they encountered the same smell. We decided by early morning, 
this was later in the morning but it was still early--I would say approximately about 7 
o’clock, German time, we all made the forward march of encountering the enemy. We had 
the 4th Armored Division with us. With the 4th Armored Division it also enabled us to ride 
the tank. Then when we encountered small fire, we decided that’s it, we’d get off. The 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this transcript which was produced in partnership with Gratz College.



armored took over and flattened the buildings that were necessary in Ohrdruf. Then we 
were told to go to our right flank at the time. I remember that as if it was yesterday, believe 
me. When we went to the right flank, we encountered in the distance barbed wire fencing. 
When we did that and seeing that we decided that this is where we’re going to approach. 
We did approach it. Now Company E of the 355th Infantry and which included ourselves, 
we moved forward. As we moved forward, we were getting spotty but heavy firing machine 
gun wise. Again the 4th Armored brought a tank in and they fired on it and eliminated it. 
Then as we got further into the terrain into that given area we realized we were in a, near a 
camp. But what we didn’t know right there and then, what kind of a camp. Until we hit the 
gate area. Now when I say we hit the gate area, we were still under fire, but we fired back 
and we won. I say that strongly. When we got to the gates of the camp, it was there that we 
encountered SS Troopers. We encountered those that were diehards and kept firing and we 
shot them. I’m being blunt but we shot them. 

MG: About how many were there? 
WM: There was four of them. Then we noticed that there was others to their right, 

but we found out after we got into the gates of that camp, believe me, when we got into the 
gates of that camp, they had the living guts to take off their SS uniforms and put on the 
prisoners' outfits. 

MG: How did you get through the gates? 
WM: By fighting, we fought those four fellows and we did. I’m talking to you the 

actual nitty-gritty of our squad, of our platoon fighting. We had 3rd squad over here, we 
had the 1st squad over here. There’s many stories, I believe some of them are on the 
computer now, but we approached it simultaneously, and we did what we had to do to get 
into the camp. 

MG: Did you have any idea what kind of camp it was? 
WM: Not at all, prior to getting to the gate of the camp. We assumed that it was 

a DP camp, or perhaps maybe one of their own camps; you know German alpha [phonetic] 
camp. When we got inside and saw what we saw, no human being including myself would 
ever believe that it existed. The 4th Armored and ourselves, the 4th Armored fellows from 
the tanks, ready to fire if anybody gave us any problems, got out of their tanks, and we all 
approached the camp and went into the camp. Immediately as far as me, myself, Bill 
McCool, I personally radioed back that we are now entering something that you’re not 
going to believe, a camp of human beings laying in piles, lice, starvation. I, I strongly want 
to emphasize what we saw, but within the seeing of this had already, and I say that very 
respectfully of my fellow men, had become ill over it, just couldn’t believe this. Well it got 
back to Division Headquarters, and when it got back to Division Headquarters, General 
Finley, I understand from the records of the 89th Division, he notified General Eisenhower 
and General Eisenhower--General Patton, excuse me, and then Eisenhower, I beg my 
pardon, and they came forward and then they came--in other words, it was actually I would 
say approximately 12 hours later that they were able to come motorcade-wise to see all 
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this, but let’s go back to the actual camp in itself. When we went in there, I, myself, and 
Tony Fasti, and I say these fellows because they were right with me at the time, and our 
Lieutenant, we were a group of 12 fellows, we went in there, we had replacements 
naturally, when we lost those other two fellows in the past, Ed Harris, we went in there and 
we saw--and what I had encountered myself personally was this, that I never had someone 
crawl on their knees and crave for something to eat. Food in my backpack meant nothing 
to me, and I gave it to them, excuse me a minute, and all the other fellows gave them food. 
To find out a day later that they had passed on because their stomach couldn’t take the 
food, my Milky Ways bye, bye but I loved to give it to them and they took them. I mean 
that’s one example. Then we went and saw the pits. The pits were, first of all the 
encountered figures I’m giving you is what I knew from myself, the figures themselves I 
never knew anybody to question them because it was primarily what we encountered as 
individuals, as a division, that is now some of it, is on, respectively so, a computer. We had 
approximately, we felt 35,000 were in there at one time or another. 

MG: 35,000 prisoners? 
WM: Prisoners. Of that 35,000 we do know in figures which I’ve always kept 

here, I’m making these figures the way as we knew it, 24 of them were Lutheran 
background. In other words, they were sympathizers of the Jewish businessmen, Jewish 
families that lived near them, and they were actually taken as, I would say myself 
personally my own idea, they were Hitler, Hitler haters, so they were in that camp also. 

MG: How did you find this out? 
WM: I found out after we were there a few hours. In other words, those that were 

survived were able to talk and interview. Now all the interviews, I can’t say that I was 
personally there for the complete interviews because it was done by what we called the 
Division of our Division, 89th Division. They sat down and talked with what prisoners they 
could talk to, and all that. Meanwhile even headquarters of Eisenhower, General Patton, 
even General Bradley was there. I mean these are fellows that I personally have a picture 
of that I can show you where I stood, but what I’m getting at with these figures is that in, 
the first grave that I hit, the first pit was 9,000. Picture 9,000 people… 

MG: And that number was confirmed? 
WM: Absolutely, you can go to the Holocaust Museum in Washington and get 

the same figures. Also within that complex was four American flyers. They were used as 
slave labor in there but the SS at the gate, that I also found out later, the ones that we killed, 
were the ones that took those four American flyers plus approximately 15 Jewish prisoners, 
put them on their knees, tied their hands, and shot in the head. 

MG: Who told you this? 
WM: This is what we saw after it was done. We saw this. 
MG: And who told you that they had done this? 
WM: Oh, the other prisoners that were survivors, naturally. Of that, only one 

American flyer lived. 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this transcript which was produced in partnership with Gratz College.



MG: Did he confirm this story? 
WM: He was shot over the right part of the head, here. 
MG: Was he able to confirm this? 
WM: Yes, yes. You know, in this interview I’m having here I would have loved 

to have known what his name was, where he lived and it just wasn’t feasible and the time 
element to go into that nitty-gritty type of information, but what was really hard for me, 
and as I said earlier in our interview, it gave me an even bitter mentally attitude. I’m not 
trying to be dramatic but it did, was when I saw those thousands of prisoners plus three of 
our American fellows that lived to be liberated by us, and then they shot them. 

MG: Were they aware of this? 
WM: That was cold-blooded murder for all of them, all of them. 
MG: Were they wearing their uniforms? 
WM: Yes. 
MG: Their American uniform? Now… 
WM: After that, Sergeant Massey said, “You saw enough, let’s go back into that 

area of the camp where the SS lived.” 
MG: Excuse me a moment, in the pit they were all corpses, they were all dead? 
WM: Yes, they were. 
MG: What were they wearing? 
WM: Nothing, absolutely nothing. 
MG: Was this an open pit? Was this all an open pit? 
WM: Open pit, absolutely open pit. 
MG: Were their any other pits you encountered there? 
WM: There were but they had covered them, and the other thing, the only other 

thing I would say that I encountered was one barracks where I found four, three, and four; 
four, three, and four in the one bunk that were starvation. 

MG: They were dead? 
WM: They were dead, they were dead. This you can rub out, Mrs. Goldberg, but 

it was something that I will never forget. I don’t care whether you’re Jewish, Gentile or 
Muslim, whatever you were, but I mean to do this, senseless, senseless. 

MG: When you…? 
WM: I couldn’t talk about it for years, for years. My dad tried, but it is sad that in 

this case of this Ohrdruf, we were told to go back and--we went to this village where the 
SS were at, in other words, the guards for the camp and what have you. This was a mystery 
to us that--how could they live in such luxury within these four buildings that were in the 
camp? I found, I really found and I’ll be honest with you, you almost felt like if it wasn’t 
the circumstances as it was, you’d almost welcome the fact that, boy look at this silver, 
look at these dishes. I mean I’m not trying to be dramatic here, but the living conditions 
for them were like, you and I or anybody staying at the Four Seasons Hotel. I mean, in 
other words it, in the terms of their billets they were top notch. Their kitchens were spotless 
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but they, to think that this was around them, how could they live like that? How could they 
live like that? You, go into the historians and you’ll find that they lived in luxury and it 
was, it was, I couldn’t believe it. I really couldn’t believe it. 

MG: Did you go in the barracks of the prisoners? 
WM: Yes, oh yeah that’s where I encountered that four, three, and four in 

starvation, in these bunks. 
MG: Well can you describe the physical layout of the camp? 
WM: The physical layout is nothing but two by threes with a wooden place to live 

on the two by--you know, attached to the two by threes like your bunk beds. Picture your 
bunk beds in your children’s bedroom, and just a floor, just the wood, just wood. I mean 
there was nothing, you could see, there was actually, there was, there was one area there in 
that barracks where I found, where you know, where our group of men found, was that you 
could, you found yourself with, at one time or another they must have took their own 
clothes just to have something to lay under their bodies with the, with the sores and the 
injuries and the--there was one, there was one body there that I couldn’t believe that not 
only was it starvation, but the backs of shovels that a, one that survived explained to us, 
what is the reas--I mean there were questions that asked by all of us, all of us when we 
heard these survivors explaining to the heads of our outfits, our sergeants, our me--you 
know, our brass, I call them the brass. They were beat over their backs with shovels because 
they weren’t digging fast enough, and when I use that word digging, we found out in the 
town of Ohrdruf that underneath, apparently the history of which I do not know in details, 
I’m only giving you what I had heard, was that they were building these tunnels. And what 
the tunnels were for, we think that I could probably try and find out what they thought they 
were being built for in our history part of our division that exists, but it was unbelievable 
as far as the… [tape paused] We found out and what we found out was that apparently that 
at one time or another if the Germans had won they probably were going to make that part 
of an underground headquarters or something like that. I’m not exactly in detail, I couldn’t 
explain what it was about or, but there is a reason for it, because I’ve seen it in different 
transcripts that other fellows had written about. 

MG: Did any of the inmates explain to you what kind of a camp this was 
supposed to be? 

WM: The actual camp itself, what I understand, was again for these here, building 
this underground idea that they had. For what, I don’t know. In fact, they only did what 
they were told to do. In other words, I would say that the communication between them 
and the authorities of the German SS in particular, they just, they didn’t tell them what they 
were building. I, I could be wrong on that, but historians probably could… 

MG: Was there any evidence that they were, that there was any factory on the 
premises or that they were taken to any factory to work? 

WM: No, I never, never encountered that. The only thing I did encounter after 
that, finding out about how they lived, the SS troops was our squad, our actual whole 
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platoon was asked by the authorities, the American authorities to go into the town and--
well prior to that, jump in the story here. Prior to that, they sent the one regiment into town 
to bring the mayor and his wife and people of the town in to the, and they all denied that 
the camp existed; they didn’t know nothing about it. 

MG: How many of the townspeople came? 
WM: I think at the time, what I remember one of the fellows talking about when 

we had one of our reunions was approximately they had about 70 people came in. But what 
I, what really did enc--I encountered was, was that we were ordered, our particular squad 
was ordered to go into the town, and again get the mayor and his wife because of the brass 
that was coming from our army, you know, army, 3rd Army and Eisenhower headquarters 
back into the camp, and when we did, we found them hung. 

MG: Do you know who hung them? 
WM: No, I never found that out. 
MG: Ok, how far was the town from the camp? 
WM: Approximately, to my recollection, what I recall was about, about ten miles 

I think it was, maybe less. 
MG: When you were approaching the camp and the smell was so distinctive, 

would they have been able to detect that there was an odor coming from this area? 
WM: Absolutely, absolutely, that odor, it had to be all around them, it had to be 

around them. Unless they were informed, I’m just saying this was an example, unless they 
were informed that it was a meat packing house or something, but come one let’s not be 
silly about this, because if it was they’d be hiring them people to work there. 

MG: The inmates that you encountered, the ones that were still alive, what were 
they wearing? 

WM: Basically drag-ragged clothes. 
MG: Were they uniforms? 
WM: Supposed to have been, yeah, the striped type of uniform. 
MG: What type of facilities were there other than the sleeping quarters? 
WM: There was what I would call the latrines, but they were the most filthiest, 

crummy--I’m trying to think of every word about it--that I ever seen. 
MG: Was there a kitchen? 
WM: There was kitchens but they were manned by the SS, you know, the kitchen 

detail which they very, very, very seldom used. I was understand, I truthfully was told by 
Sergeant Kreider that the kitchens themselves, after seeing what he saw with the SS 
kitchen, that their kitchens were non-existing as far as usage. 

MG: So there was no dining room as well? 
WM: There was a big hall, that’s all, with a bunch of chairs and benchy type of, 

like you and I know as a picnic sort of thing. 
MG: Did you speak directly to any of the inmates? 
WM: Only the ones that called to us. 
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MG: That you gave food to? 
WM: Right, that’s the only ones that I had any words with as far as… 
MG: Was there anything else that you remembered at that time when you first 

came in? 
WM: One of the things that I remembered seeing but not talking to, and I believe-

-I’m trying to think, Mrs. Goldberg, had the name probably on the screen or maybe you 
had seen it, that one of the rabbis that was a survivor, have you…? 

MG: Yes. 
WM: Well that’s the only gentleman that I saw. I did not talk to him. I did not 

have any contact personally. 
MG: What language was, did they speak? 
WM: As far as the inmates? 
MG: Yes. 
WM: Believe it or not the one crawling prisoner spoke English. 
MG: Do you know where he is from? 
WM: Never found out, no. 
MG: What language did most of them speak? 
WM: I would imagine they would, I’m just guessing at this, I would assume they 

spoke their own language as well as the German, because how would they communicate, I 
mean… 

MG: I was going to ask you, how did your men communicate with them? 
WM: Oh as far as, what we, well we had interpreters, we had interpreters, really 

we did from Division Headquarters. They were there right away, well they, they were with 
the Division actually. But when General Finley came in he always had interpreters with 
him, not that he couldn’t speak German if he had to, he was a very well educated man, but 
I, I would 100% say to you that it was interpreted. 

MG: Now you were there and this was--what happened the first day you were 
there other than walking around? 

WM: Basically that’s what we were doing and then also the fact is that we were 
trying to maintain what our next step would be as far as proceeding after once the camp 
was taken over by Special Services. In other words the hospital, medical, well medical, and 
interviewers, educators, there’s a numerous, they call them different classes of the Division 
Headquarters.  

MG: How soon did the medical help get in there? 
WM: Immediately. That was one thing, Sergeant Walker was a, Sergeant Walker 

was the medic that we had with our particular platoon and, he was a man that was--I would 
say if he took up to be doctor, he would be a great one. I really mean that. I unfortunately 
know that he’s passed on, but the thing of it is, it was unbelievable how these trucks with 
the Red Cross on them were in the place immediately. I mean it was, the timing was perfect. 
I have high praise for that division of the Division. 
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MG: What about the people who would come in to clean up? 
WM: That we didn’t, we didn’t see that. We don’t see that. 
MG: Or bringing in water supply or food? 
WM: Water was there. We had what they called water tanks, in trucks, tank 

trucks. 
MG: What was the condition of most of the inmates that you saw? 
WM: Absolutely pathetic, pathetic in starvation, pathetic in being cruelly handled 

and then to see--some of the things that I saw, I almost, it’s hard to describe to you, I mean 
it’s, what they did to some of the woman is unbelievable. 

MG: I was going to ask you, were these men, women? 
WM: There were [unclear] 
MG: So you saw women there as well? 
WM: Yeah, what I saw personally and what I encountered, as I said somewhat 

earlier in the interview here, that, was the men…  
 
[Tape two, side one ended.] 
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Tape two, side two: 
 
MG: This is tape two, side two of an interview on October 16--17th, 2002 with 

William McCool. Mr. McCool you were describing that you saw in the camp and that you 
encountered women as well as men. 

WM: The one thing I failed to mention to you, of the Lutherans that we saw, they 
were women amongst them--3 that I remember definitely. They sort of--I don’t want to, I 
may be phrasing this wrong, I’m not familiar with the actual, they were what they called 
the Luth--German, Lutheran German nuns and that’s the way it was told to us that they 
were, but I did not interview them. Naturally all of this was, again repeating myself, but 
that was all done by Special Services. 

MG: How long was it before anyone came into to take charge and start bringing 
in facilities and cleanup? 

WM: Approximately two hours at the most, and that was due to travel, you know, 
I mean motorcade, especially with General Eisenhower. 

MG: Now you were there for 12 hours before, as you said, the top brass… 
WM: Right. 
MG: …came in… 
WM: Exactly. 
MG: …and what did you and your men do within that 12 hours? 
WM: Well we went all about the camp and see--you know, took care of mostly 

the, what we thought we were able to be medically treated, made them comfortable. In 
other words, we used literally hundreds of blankets and things like that. It was just comfort 
on their part to get the items, you know, within them. 

MG: Were there any German soldiers still there? 
WM: No, no. What was there was fled, others took themself--made themselves as 

prisoners and basically no, as far as the SS, no, we cleared them out. 
MG: Did you see any crematoriums, any gas chambers? 
WM: I saw the one gas chamber.1 What it was, it’s a long building and within the 

building is these, this piping system, piping type of, like you and I would know of as like 
sprinklers, and that’s the way they did it. 

MG: How did you…? 
WM: The ovens were path--the ovens were pathetic, the ovens were pathetic. The 

ovens were like taking a pizza and putting it in there, waiting for it to cook. 
MG: How many were there? 
WM: In the ovens? The total amount I have no idea? 
MG: I mean how many ovens were there? 

1 This was very likely a disinfecting chamber. In addition to serving as a slave labor camp, "Ohrdruf " was 
a holding facility for over 11,000 prisoners on their way to the gas chambers and crematoria at 
Buchenwald. [http://www.eisenhowermemorial.org] 
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WM: There was four of them that we saw. There is, like four with a chimney like. 
MG: When did you know what had happened in those chambers? 
WM: Well immediately we were informed, I mean we were told by the ones that 

were--in fact one of the fellows that was calling to us, in other words, to one of the other 
fellows it was given them some clue that we had, told us that the ovens existed and then 
that’s what made us go to these other buildings, and like I said to you before, it’s, it 
procedure was that we were going to find out all this that existed, all that went on within 
the camps, and how it went on, and why it went on, and naturally, when we did our job, 
then we moved on to fighting. 

MG: Did you get an idea of how many people had been--gassed? 
WM: No, I never did, no. I know I could probably find out. 
MG: Were there any Jewish soldiers in your group? 
WM: My immediate group, no; within the company, yes. There was--last reunion 

we had, we were discussing that by the way, and it was funny, it was more or less in the 
term of, gee I wonder how--we got on the subject, I wonder how many Italians, how many 
[unclear] Irish did we have, you know, through our friendship and all that. A couple guys 
would pop up and say, what difference does it make, we all got along. But no, there was 
one fellow that I knew that I had K.P. one time with, in other words, Kitchen Patrol and 
his name was Cooperstein; I know he was Jewish. 

MG: Do you know what their reactions were when they saw this? 
WM: The reactions I heard from other fellows before our reunion in Camp 

Durham, North Carolina was that he totally took--he was sick, he just couldn’t--you know 
General Patton walked away. 

MG: Well, what happened... 
WM: Did you know that? 
MG: What happened when the Generals arrived? 
WM: Oh they were stunned, they, they demanded… 
MG: Now describe to me, who was there and what happened? 
WM: Well General Bradley, General Eisenhower and General Patton were there. 

General Finley was there. There was… 
MG: Excuse me, did they all come together? 
WM: Well basically yes, because they all met in one particular place and were, 

actually they had what they called closed discussion about what I understand from past 
history as well as the museum to fit--coordinate everybody together so we wouldn’t have 
one day this, next day this, coordination and the actual doing of whatever had to be done 
especially for the news people, but unfortunately the news didn’t get back too quick 
because that’s when Roosevelt died, and that was the headlines. 

MG: Now, let me get back to this time frame… 
WM: Excuse me, being the first concentration camp taken by American troops as 

we were… 
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MG: What’s the time frame? You arrived, the Generals arrived 12 hours later? 
WM: Yes. 
MG: When did Roosevelt die? 
WM: He died before they got there; that I’m almost doubly, doubly sure about. 

Because there was the news media, was there to take what they were taking, in regards to 
the conditions, the prisoners, the reactions, but what was known in the States as well as 
Europe that our President died, and that was like, I don’t want to say--oh yes it was, it was 
the headline. 

MG: Well, what happened when the Generals arrived? Describe that. 
WM: Well they, they took, they came in to camp itself though, that was very 

strongly, you know, personnel. A lot of people there, I can’t give you a figure, I really can’t 
because I’d be guessing at it but the picture that I have and the pictures that you’ve seen 
describe the amount of personnel that was there, but through the General Patton he insisted 
that the ones that were involved in taking this camp, the troops that were involved in 
entering the camp be there for these pictures, which is what I have on record in terms of 
our history book as well as other pictures. That was very, I didn’t have a camera but I 
understand a lot of individual fellows did, and then there’s a magazine that I have here 
maintained pictures of other camps, Dachau, Auschwitz, and what have you. 

MG: Ok so General Patton did that, what else happened? What did General 
Eisenhower say? 

WM: General Eisenhower and General Bradley were more in the terms, what I 
would call, firm about seeing what they saw and wanted to see what they saw. General 
Patton was a, I have nothing against General Patton but he just couldn’t take that, couldn’t 
see it, couldn’t look at it, he couldn’t believe it. He kept saying over and over, “I can’t 
believe this. I can’t believe this.” 

MG: So what did he do? 
WM: Well they, he just want back where his jeep is and stuff like that. That I did 

see.  I’m not being a star witness here but I just saw what he did. 
MG: And the other two? 
WM: Understandable because there was other fellows there. There was others 

even in my own group, I mean it was just unexplainable what we saw. 
MG: And General Bradley and General Eisenhower? 
WM: They were there. 
MG: Did they walk through the camp? 
WM: Oh yeah, absolutely, absolutely. 
MG: Did they talk to the inmates? 
WM: They, I understand afterwards that they did, yes. In other words, when I say 

afterwards, in other words when they did the tour they went back to wherever the 
designated areas were for them to talk to somebody about it. They wanted to find out, but 
at the same token they made sure that the news people were with them and heard everything 
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that was said. They didn’t want some clown that I already know about, not personally but 
heard about in the 1950’s, that said that was all something that never happened. 

MG: Did the news media take pictures? 
WM: Oh yeah, sure, sure. That’s how we got all these here. Well, you saw them. 
MG: Now was there any burial of the dead? 
WM: I understand there was, sure, I don’t know, I wasn’t there to see it. I was 

reeling while we were fighting towards Arnstadt and Zwickau and when we were there, we 
just picked up excerpts of fellows that went back for the mail and they say, “Oh, by the 
way we saw this, we saw that”. In other words, all this was coordinated so it could be put 
into the history of the 4th floor of the Museum. 

MG: So in other words, you didn’t see any of the burials? 
WM: No, I did not, no. 
MG: Had you heard about the townspeople and…? 
WM: Yes, and I saw them, they were hung? 
MG: But I mean the people that they brought in to…? 
WM: The denial, the denial was there, yes I heard that. 
MG: Were they charged with the burials? Did they have to bury the people? 
WM: They used the townspeople to do it. 
MG: But that was just something you heard about? 
WM: Yes, absolutely. I never, you know, I never witnessed them coming into the 

camp to be… 
MG: How long did you stay there? 
WM: The total whole--the whole thing totally was about two and a half days, into 

the third day almost, but we had to move on. 
MG: And what did you do the second day or where did you sleep? 
WM: Oh, we billeted in the houses around the town there, I mean in other words, 

we took the town. 
MG: So you stayed in the town? 
WM: Ohrdruf was taken by the 4th Armored Division and 89th--89th Division. 

Yes, we billeted ourselves within the camp. Let it be clear, that whenever we billeted in 
any town, regardless of where it was, we were setup, we, as an outfit under our training, 
you always setup a guard, you always had guards. You were like on four, off two. Then we 
moved out, as I say, to these other towns of fighting. I don’t want to jump on the subject 
but… 

MG: Let me just ask you. When you left, your squad left and you went on your 
order to continue, what was the reaction of the men? 

WM: The reaction of the men was in a weird way of explaining it to you, we just 
all took a deep breath and said, “Let’s get this job done. It’s got to be new, it gotta be soon, 
it’s gotta be soon.” 
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MG: Did anyone, any officiers, anybody explain to you what this was all about, 
and the treatment of the Jews or what had [unclear]? 

WM: Well the actual, the actual, I’m gonna use the word the actual history of why 
it was done was absolutely known to us by the Information and Education Division of our 
Division. In other words, when we had any backup of hours or anything like that, in other 
words I went to Oberhof, I went to Oberhof, Germany, not Ohrdruf now, Oberhof 
Germany… 

MG: Afterward? 
WM: After this camp. 
MG: Yes. 
WM: You know, after Ohrdruf and we were there and they gave us, and they 

asked us if we wanted to hear what was the bringing on reason for this killing of the Jewish 
people, and closing their businesses down, and burning them. No, I didn’t get home and 
learn about it, they told us there about it. 

MG: So they did, they held seminars and orientations to this? 
WM: Absolutely, absolutely, that’s, no ifs or buts, at least I’m talking to you on 

behalf of the 89th Division, but I know it was done in other Divisions of those that took 
Dachau or any of the other camps as the time went on. It’s just the fact is that I go on like 
this because we were the first. 

MG: So you didn’t know, none of you knew anything about this until… 
WM: No. 
MG: ...you hit there? 
WM: No. 
MG: And it was afterwards that they oriented you? 
WM: Right, exactly. It was afterwards, still within the German country. In other 

words we weren’t home, or going home and then they come and tell us about it. 
MG: Ok. 
WM: No, we learned about that there. 
MG: So what happened after you left there, you went on to?  
WM: We went onto Arnstadt. 
MG: Ok. 
WM: I may be pronouncing this wrong, and we took that town very heavily 

fought. The last of the remnants of the Germans that were there, and then we went from 
there to Zwickau and incidentially Zwickau is a town that was known for it’s spas and 
fancy, you know, swim clubs and all that, so it was more or less like getting back to, “Wow, 
that’s a decent shower I had,” you know. 

MG: And from there? 
WM: From there we were supposed to go in to Austria and fight with the 3rd 

Army, but because of the circumstances of the Division within itself and what it 
accomplished, they decided to put us into the 8th Corp, 8th Corp of the 3rd Army under 
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Patton. But Patton proceeded with other divisions and went into Salzburg, Austria and 
when they were approaching Salzburg like we were approaching Zwickau, May the 8th 
came and the war was over. 

MG: Is that when you heard that the war was… 
WM: Yes. 
MG: …officially over? 
WM: Yes, in Zwickau, Germany. 
MG: What…? 
WM: That’s right near the Chesa--Czechoslovakia border. 
MG: What month was that? 
WM: That was in May. 
MG: Well, what happened then? 
WM: From there because of our system of going home by way of different points, 

in other words a father with two children, three children, and then down to the married men 
only, and then down to the single guys that were in combat longer than us, if they were 
replacements for our division, they went. There’s numerous ways of getting home. I had 
36 points, so I didn’t get home. So what did I do, from that particular time, from May the 
8th till the time I came home, I was doing occupational duty. Occupational duty was 
basically and only of displaced persons, getting them back to their home in Hungary, 
Poland, a lot of Polish, Netherlands, Holland, in other words, Belgium and lots and lots of 
French people that were prisoners when Germany took over France. We had to take them 
back and it was, it consisted of trucks and trains, and then there was a period of time where, 
as I say earlier--I believe I mentioned earlier, if not on the tape here, but I had one week in 
Nuremberg during the trials… 

MG: Excuse me, I just want to go back for a moment. Something I forgot to ask 
you at the camp. Were there any children? 

WM: No, no. 
MG: Did you meet any German civilians the whole time that you were…? 
WM: The only, the only time I had that one incident with the birth of a baby. But 

as far as German civilians the only thing that I, we encountered hundred and hundreds of 
them but in different cities as we fought for those cities or villages, to tell them to get them 
in a group and put them in either a schoolhouse or church. In other words, it was really 
basically, personally it was for us to be able to billet down for an evening, a night’s sleep. 
But there was no physical or mental handling of those people. In other words you weren’t-
-it was part of the International, you know, Red Cross. 

MG: Now the DP camps that you were… 
WM: Yes… 
MG:  …involved in moving… 
WM: …Displaced Persons. 
MG: …the people, were any of these Jewish refugees? 
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WM: If they were, it wasn’t known. In other words, I have heard many times after 
that, and I say that strongly because of handling these people, that there were some that 
really were not just Polish, but they did have either a sister--not a sister, maybe a 
grandfather or grandmother that might have been Jewish background. In other words, I 
never really encountered, person to person, of a person that would say that to you, in other 
words… 

MG: Well the people in the, in these different camps, do you remember the name 
of some of these camps? 

WM: No, I don’t, because of reason of movement. I was, we took them and the 
military government come in and we move on. In other words, it wasn’t our job to handle 
those people in regards to the camp as you took it, but what it was our job there was either 
to take those guards as prisoners or in self defense, kill them. But at the same time I will 
say that, unfortunately, not known to the American troops that there was some camps that 
were unfortunate, and even you know as I do, prisoners of war with our troops that existed 
in Germany that were hit by their own fire because we did not know they were there. 

MG: Do you know why these people were in camps? 
WM: As far as the DP, the displaced person, slave labor. They built things, they 

worked kitchens, they worked--well with the officers they did their bedding and all that. 
When you see these movies that you’ve seen in the past, that you see what the German had 
their particular maids that they had and etc., etc. They were used for that a lot, a lot. 

MG: Were the, what condition were they in? 
WM: They were, there were some that were what I would call, you know needed 

nourishment, you know what I mean, but I wouldn’t say they were starving, no, I would 
not say that. In fact, we never encountered any. That one in Kirn, Germany, there was no 
starvation there. In other words, it was a prison camp, like our own GI’s encountered, 
Stalag 17, and what have you, you know, you’ve heard the movies. 

MG: So how long were you in this occupation? 
WM: In occupation duty? I was there until June of ’46. 
MG: The war was over in ’45… 
WM: Five, right. 
MG: ...and you stayed… 
WM: Yeah, I spent a few Christmases over there. 
MG: So after that, when were you assigned to Nuremburg? 
WM: That was in Gallspach, Austria. I was then--see the 89th Division went 

home, and when it did go home, the troops that I explained earlier about married men and 
what have you. But also they encountered other divisions. For example, the 83rd, their 
married men went home with the 89th. But the 83rd Headquarters and 83rd Division that 
we were put into as people that didn’t go home. That’s what we went to, the 83rd Division 
in Linz, Austria. But I was in a town called Gallspach, Austria which I visited since, but 
anyway the job there was, naturally most of it was, again displaced persons and what have 
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you, and some of the camps, the unusual things it did for, out of gratitude for the way we 
gave them supplies in regards to candy, the goodies not the general food, but they made, I 
have, I have them in my own home here but not displayed. They made like jewel boxes out 
of orange crates. Picture orange crates, they made these different things for us and our 
insignia on them, the rolling W. But the 83rd Division primarily was told also to encounter 
knowingly, believe it or not, to the fact that we saw Ohrdruf and also, again been talked to 
us what created it, these leaders, Goebbels, Hess, you know I have a list here of all the ones 
that they decided that’d they’d take different divisions and what was left of the fellows of 
that division that encountered Dachau and all the different death camps and give them a 
chance to see or be part of the Nuremberg Trials. That was more or less a--I would use the 
word simply a setup that they thought would be good for us. And I, I, I lik--I didn’t, 
wouldn’t want a, you know, day after day after day but for one week I, I rather not, I don’t 
want to say the word enjoyed, I just was gratified that I could see that the… 

MG: Saw justice. 
WM: …no good bums were being tried. 
MG: So what was your duty? What was your detail? 
WM: Guard, just a guard… 
MG: Where? 
WM: At the door of the… 
MG: Inside the court? 
WM: In the court itself, yes, and then there was times I was a guard at the motor 

pool. In other words, where all the jeeps came in, trucks whatever, I had that for a couple 
days. It was different guard duty in a different way. In other words, out in the motor pool, 
you didn’t hear what was going on, but when you’re inside which was that one door, in 
other words they were--anybody that entered there, they were given ID cards and that’s 
what we would just, “May we see your ID card?” Most of them wore it I would say 
[unclear]. Then there was the other time where we were given only one day, we sat in the 
court itself and listened to the back and forth, you know. 

MG: Tell me who you saw, anyone notable and what you heard? 
WM: In, in the…? 
MG: In the trials, in the courtroom. 
WM: In the trial itself? In the trial itself was--there was that one--it was the day, 

the day before I went back to my unit and they announced that Hess was, committed 
suicide, and that there was, went through the court quite heavy because he was a bum. I 
mean he was behind a lot of this. 

MG: So who did you see and what did you hear? 
WM: Basically I had written down here the ones that--to give you an idea on the 

interview here that the head of the interrogation was John Harlan, he was a Colonel with 
the U.S. and Francis Biddle was the Attorney General for the American Justice of the court. 
I don’t know if you ever heard of these… 
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MG: Yes. 
WM: …names or not. So in other words, I was really basically, and then they--

this here Leonardo Conti was the first SS doctor to commit suicide in prison. That was that 
particular week also.  

MG: Did you see him? 
WM: No, I never saw him, I never saw him. And the, actually the one thing--these 

here notes here are my own in regards to what I got out of it. In other words, when I was 
in there and found out about the Göring situation, they also said there was a Tex Wheelis, 
W-H-E-E-L-I-S* that befriended the Nazi Göring, and had something to do with the 
suicide, but that I understand in the library there’s a book on that. 

MG: But was there any others that you saw actually being prosecuted? 
WM: No, I saw I must say to you that in addition to these here names that we 

discussed, we saw like SS generals that were on trial, that were the ones involved in these 
camps. 

MG: What was the atmosphere in the court like? 
WM: Silent, shhh, silence. Really that’s the first time I ever encountered a 

courtroom--I don’t want to say courtrooms are noisy but there was just--you could hear a 
pin drop when nobody was speaking and all the sudden there, you know the different 
lawyers and what have you. It was interesting, really it was interesting. I wish I had more 
knowledge and more time to it that I could explain to you what basically day to day 
operation was on that thing. 

MG: Were, who were the observers in the courtroom? 
WM: Mostly GIs. I would say basically and my own thoughts on it and yet my 

own thoughts amongst other fellows of my outfit that happen to be involved with it, as far 
as when I say involvement, were also on guard duty not necessarily the same time as I was, 
but we got, we found that it was, on behalf of the different divisions that were involved 
with the different camps as they were taken, sent their troops that were available and yet 
not hold anybody from going home, to Nuremberg. I mean it was very spread out. It wasn’t 
just 89th Division, 87th Division. It was really… 

MG: Were there German citizens that were involved [unclear]? 
WM: If it was I wasn’t aware of them. 
MG: I see. 
WM: In other words there were people there with civilian clothes on, but I, I was 

under the impression that maybe they were legal people, maybe they were news people, 
maybe they were--there was no cameras, you know, flashing around or anything like that. 

MG: Where did you go after Nuremberg? 
WM: I went back to Gallspach. Incidentially we lived in a hotel in Gallspach. In 

fact we stayed at that hotel when we went over in 1976. [cough] Excuse me, and we, from 

* Papers regarding this at Lt. Jack G. Wheelis Collection; Eugene C. Barker Texas History Collection; 
Austin Texas. 
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there I was, basically our whole time element there was doing nothing but trans--excuse 
me, transportation work. In other words, a truckload of displaced persons back to Holland. 
In other words, we really did what I would call--that’s what encountered me to be able to 
see Holland, Belgium, northern part of France because I was taking these people 
sightseeing tour.  
 
[Tape two, side two ended.] 
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	MG: ...you hit there?



