
Interviewee: NICHOLS, Joel C.  Date: November 20, 2000 
Interviewer: Lois E. Olena   
    
Audio tapes: 1 English Transcript: 1 vol. (unpaged) English 
Restrictions: No restrictions   
 
         
     SUMMARY 
 
Joel C. Nichols served as a sergeant in the 327th Fighter Control Squadron during World War II. 
He relates his experiences both before and after the Battle of the Bulge, September 16, 1944 in 
both the interview and a handwritten addendum.   
 
Mr. Nichols was taken to Buchenwald concentration camp with his unit after it had already been 
liberated and disinfected.  They still encountered a terrible stench several miles before they 
actually arrived at Buchenwald.  He describes evidence of dreadful atrocities, including artifacts 
such as lamp shades made of human skin, and the gas chambers, that still haunt him today. He is 
convinced that German civilians living near Buchenwald had to know what happened there.  
Seeing Buchenwald affected not only his feelings about the war but his entire life from then on. 
 
Mr. Nichols explains why, as a Christian, he does not accept that Jews were "Christ Killers"; 
why he decided after all this time to go public about what he witnessed at Buchenwald; and that 
he objects to people who deny the Holocaust ever happened. 
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