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SUMMARY

Norman Rosen, one of seven children, was born in a religious family in Nowe Miasto,
Poland in 1922. He describes life before and after 1938, when he first experienced
antisemitism. Norman fled to Warsaw after the German invasion in September 1939, but
returned home after Warsaw fell. He describes life under the German occupation before
the establishment of the Warsaw Ghetto, including hiding during the day, forced labor,
abuse of Jews, and confiscation of Jewish owned businesses.

Norman describes in great detail his experiences in both the Warsaw and the Nowe
Miasto Ghettos, smuggling food aided by non-Jews, and a brief detention by the
GESTAPO. Norman escaped from the Nowe Miasto Ghetto with a small group of young
men aided by non-Jews. They hid in a cellar for 27 months. Later Norman and his
brothers hid in a hole under a haystack and then in an attic, again helped by non-Jewish
farmers.

In January 1945, as the Russians advanced and the Germans fled, Norman returned to
Nowe Miasto. He describes the hostile reaction by Poles. His parents were killed in
Auschwitz, but he was reunited with his surviving brothers. They travelled together to
Germany, stayed in Zeilsheim Displaced Persons camp near Frankfurt from 1945 to
1946, and subsequently in Backnang Displaced Persons camp near Stuttgart until 1949
when he came to the United States.

The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this summary which was produced in partnership with Gratz College.
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