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                                      SUMMARY 

 
Joseph (Jóska) Schweiger was born on November, 9, 1912 in the small Hungarian town of 
Isafiret [phonetic].  His father was an electrical engineer and fought in the Hungarian army in 
World War I. Joseph describes how his family identified themselves as Hungarian and spoke 
Hungarian at home. His parents and he both had Jewish and Gentile friends. Joseph was a 
sergeant in the Hungarian Coast Guard and trained as a mechanic. He briefly discusses his 
education and the family’s observance of holidays. 
 
Joseph describes how in 1938 antisemitic laws took hold in Hungary and people were told not to 
frequent Jewish owned shops. In 1940 his father was sent to a labor camp, but returned after a 
few months because someone intervened. Joseph describes some kindnesses of a Romanian 
officer who liked Joseph’s accordion music and did not allow Jews to be transferred while he 
was in charge.  In 1942 Joseph was separated from his parents and two sisters and sent to a labor 
camp in Hungary.  He describes horrible conditions, standing in line 2 hours, scarcity of food, 
hard labor and beatings by the SS. He describes losing his job in the kitchen for telling the truth 
about the beatings to an investigator. In 1944 he was deported to Belz, a labor camp, in the 
Ukraine.  He describes a scene where they were told to work while mortars were reigning down 
on them.  After one or two months, he was deported to Mauthausen, but does not share many 
details about his experience there. He describes the death march from Mauthausen to 
Gunskirchen including beatings they received, one of which broke one of his vertebrae, and 
injury from which he still suffers.   
 
Joseph was liberated in 1945 from Gunskirchen by the American Army and was taken to a 
hospital in Hörsching. From 1945-1948 Joseph worked for the Jewish underground, Brihah1, 
aiding refugees to get to Palestine. Brihah sent him to Vienna and then to Salzburg, where 
Joseph learned to become an auto mechanic.  With the help of the Jewish Family Service Joseph, 
his wife and mother-in-law came to the United States on the SS General Black in 1949.  Joseph 
attributed his survival to his aggressive attitude and determination not to be pushed around. 
 
Joseph found out after the war that his parents and sisters were killed in Auschwitz. 
 

 

1Brihah - (also Beriha or Bricha), a post-WWII movement that organized illegal emigration from eastern 
Europe into the Allied-occupied zones and Palestine or Israel. lit. “escape” in Hebrew. (ushmm.org article "Brihah" 
from the Holocaust Encyclopedia accessed 11-19-2013) 
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