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SUMMARY 
 
                                         

Samuel Senders, born Simcha Senderavič in 1919, one of six siblings (all survived) came from the 
village of Trebušany Bílý Potok, Czechoslovakia. His family was observant and poor.  Samuel 
briefly describes his village pre-war, being a member of Hehalutz, a Zionist youth group and 
dreaming of going to Palestine.  In 1939, the village became part of Hungary, Samuel describes 
the anti-Jewish measures that started to get imposed and being sent to a work camp.  He describes 
how he was part of a very small percentage of Jews that was kept for labor by the government 
because of their profession.  
 
In 1944 Samuel was deported to Birkenau-Auschwitz, where he got his concentration camp 
number.  Samuel describes the selections, the harsh labor conditions, torture and murders there.  
Samuel was a carpenter and discusses that having that skill saved him. He was sent to several work 
camps and was liberated from Blechhammer (a sub-camp of Auschwitz) by the Russians.  After 
the war, Samuel returned to Czechoslovakia.  He had typhus and was in a hospital in Sighet when 
one of his sisters found him.  Samuel was married in 1945 and went with his wife to Paris to await 
a boat to Palestine.  Their boat, the Iyagur, was captured by the British and forced to go to Cyprus. 
They were in a Displaced Persons camp for about four months.  They settled in  a kibbutz, Pardes 
Rosenblum, a temporary refugee camp near Petach Tikvah when they finally reached Palestine. 
Samuel’s two children were born in Israel. After 1948, the family left Israel for the United States 
in search of a better life. 
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