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SUMMARY 
 

 
Kurt Simon was born in Ludenscheid, Germany on April 19, 1922. His father was a cavalry 
officer in the German army during World War I.  Mr. Simon talks about his early childhood.  He 
mentions subtle and not so subtle changes in Germany after Hitler came to power and the impact 
of the Nuremberg Laws which he discusses briefly.  After the earliest attack on Jewish stores on 
April 1, 1933, his father resigned from his executive position at the Tietz deparment store and 
moved his family to Cologne. Kurt was thrown out of his school in 1936 because he was Jewish.   
 
His Jewish grandmother made it possible for the family to leave Germany in June or July 1939.  
He explains the paperwork and documents needed.  The Simons arrived in the United States on 
October 3, 1940 after a stopover in London, where they had to prove they were not enemy aliens. 
They settled in Philadelphia with help from the Jewish Family Service.  
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