
Tape thirteen, side one: 
 
HR: This is an interview with Mr. Henry Skorr, side four [side one], June 28th, 

1983. 
HS: So, we started to be like a irregular guerrilla unit. I say irregular because we 

had no connections with nobody, and we have no directions what and how and what to do, 
just only that Fiodotov. We feel we are a group of people so we have to be good clothed, 
have weapons. 

HR: What about food? 
HS: I’ll come to food. And clothed, and have our weapons. And to fight the 

Germans if it’s a possibility if we get in touch with them. And second, to get in touch with 
the Russian management, with the Russian management? 

HR: Army. 
HS: Yeah, army, because we didn’t want to be deserters, that we run away. We 

just, we want to see what was the situation, what the situation will bring. The food, how I 
say we had to find food. Where did we have it? In a forest, a Russian doesn’t die from 
hunger. 

HR: Do they eat berries? 
HS: They eat berries. They eat small animals. They eat... 
HR: What kind of animals? 
HS: What a... 
HR: Squirrels? 
HS: Not squirrels. Over there we have the sharakis [phonetic]. How do you call 

it here? 
HR: Moles? 
HS: With the jumping, no, not the with the ears? 
HR: Rabbits? 
HS: Rabbits. We have foxes. And once we find, we shot a cow. It was 

abandoned, you know, like when the people was running away with the horse and was 
evacuated, their, everything was in a turmoil. And the cow was already like a wild one, you 
know? 

HR: He was roaming around in the forest? 
HS: Roaming around and he was like a wild--we couldn’t go reach him. We just 

have to... 
HR: Shoot him. 
HS: We have to shoot him. And we shoot him. We shoot the cow. And... 
HR: Someone knew how to butcher it? 
HS: Yeah, a Russian knows everything. 
HR: Yeah? 
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HS: A Russian is a very amazing animal. Give him a, he knows to do everything 
and he doesn’t do nothing. He can be a shoemaker and he can be a carpenter. He can be a 
tailor. Give him a ax and give him a saw and give him a hammer. Put him in the forest, 
come in a half a year he’ll have a house already. He’s able to do everything. 

HR: Because they learn when they’re children? 
HS: They learned, that’s correct. 
HR: The little children, they learn? 
HS: And mostly every, the origin from every Russian is from a farm, is from the 

forest. So he knows everything what to do, and how to do it. And what else? He is very, he 
is preparing himself. How do you call it? Means, using that the situation, adjusting himself 
very easy. So, this is no, he can make shoes and he can make either when we have time he 
can make from that leather from that cow what we killed, he could make everything. Now 
we didn’t have it. 

HR: So what did you do to the cow? He butchered up the cow. 
HS: Yeah, we tried, we cut the cow to pieces and this was near a lake. In the 

forest you have plenty of lakes. And near every lake they have a sauna, a Russian banya. 
The people have over there like Finnish sauna? The baths, a Russian baths. Small houses 
with stones where they’re going in to take a bath. This is always near a lake. Take the 
water, put on the hot stones and make steam. Later when it’s very hot inside he jumps out 
in the lake, even in winter time, and makes a hole. We was doing too later this. In a hole 
he just... 

HR: Jump up and down. 
HS: Jump down, and going back to the hot to the steam, or you’re going in the 

snow and rolling yourself. 
HR: I see. So you took the cow to that? 
HS: We took the cow, and it was over there such a big pot. We cut the cow in 

pieces, put in water, and we cooked the cow. And we eat the meat. 
HR: And you didn’t burn it and make a fire and barbecue it? You boiled up a 

cow. 
HS: We boiled up a cow. And I will tell you what happened with that cow. And 

we, I eat the cow, and later I went to the lake and I drink a little water. And a half a day I 
have dysentery. 

HR: Everybody else or just you? 
HS: No, only me. And I started to go out with blood. And I was very sick and I 

have very temperature. No, to their plus they didn’t abandon me. They carry me. They 
make a nosilki. You know nosilki? 

HR: Stretcher? 
HS: Stretchers, from wood, you know. And they carry me. Now I didn’t get 

better. It was getting worse. And they carry me maybe 10 miles. And they left me again in 
such a sauna. 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

The audiotaped interview is the primary source record 
for this transcript which was produced in partnership with Gratz College



HR: Alone? 
HS: Alone, and they say, “If you will survive,” because I was hindering them. I 

hindered their movement. And that Fiodotov told me, “Genya, if you survive,” just simple 
like that, you know, there’s no sentimentality. “If you’ll survive, you will go this way. We 
will make signs on trees. You will go to the nearest village. We will be there. If no, they 
will tell you where we are. If you don’t survive, God with you.” And they left me grenades 
and they left me a... 

HR: They left you what? 
HS: Grenade, grenades? For throwing? 
HR: Oh, grenades. 
HS: Grenades. Yeah, they left me grenades. And they left me I have a German 

automatic Meiser with a, and I have a rifle. And I have a bayonet. And I have patrons, 
bullets, you know? And they prepare me a position, you know? They... 

HR: And no food? 
HS: There was no food, yeah, I had the cow. I had meat, you know? And they 

left me. So, and the next day nobody show up. No Germans, and no Russians. 
HR: And you’re alone. 
HS: And I was alone. 
HR: Totally alone. 
HS: And cold. It was already cold. It was already the light snow started already, 

you know? 
HR: And what were you wearing? You had something to wear. 
HS: I had already. Things were getting better. I had from a Russian artillerist I 

have a jacket with cotton inside. How do you call it? Like, this was very warm. Oh, this 
was saved me. When I cover myself... 

HR: You were warm. 
HS: Under my head and I forget the whole world, you know? So, I see no 

German, nobody with--I wouldn’t survive. I just would fight to the end and I would kill 
myself. And it was not such a big deal, you know? Killing, dying, it was a... 

HR: Easier than living. 
HS: Yeah, it was not such a... 
HR: In those days. 
HS: It wasn’t such a, yeah. I come out to that, outside. I look around. I feel no, I 

was afraid to make a fire, because I didn’t want to make orientation from the smoke, 
somebody should smell. And I was coming out I see like a field under the snow, that 
something was growing. I took out my knife there--I have such a bayonet, a Finnish 
bayonet--and I digged out. This was carrots, half frozen carrots. And this was and I like 
always carrots and I was very hungry. 

HR: Like manna. 
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HS: So I clean up the carrots, and I put this, I wash it, and I start to eat the carrots. 
I eat maybe ten pounds of carrots. And it’s amazing. I start to feel better. And I stopped 
bleeding. 

HR: [unclear]. 
HS: So I say, “Maybe it’s a good thing.” So, I have such a this where I have the 

mask, the gas mask. I throw away the gas mask. I don’t need more a gas mask. And I fill 
this up with carrots, and I started to walk. I have nothing what to sit over there, right? 

HR: And no more temperature? No more dysentery? 
HS: Yeah, I was weak. Who knows what my temperature... 
HR: Weak, but you felt better. 
HS: Who know temperature? I didn’t look about temperature. 
HR: But you felt better then. 
HS: I felt better. 
HR: Yeah. 
HS: I felt definitely better because I didn’t go out with blood more. I didn’t go 

out that more at all. The carrots was something doing for me. 
HR: They made you stop the dysentery. 
HS: Yeah. Something did, you know? I feel better. I look around. I look around. 

And I start to, how they... 
HR: They told you to move. 
HS: How and where to go. And I feel signs. He made... 
HR: They really left you signs? 
HS: The signs with a ax, two knots. 
HR: On a tree. 
HS: On a tree. And I was going to the north side, where the mokh, you know 

what’s the mokh? What’s this, they call where it’s growing on a tree? 
HR: The moss. 
HS: Moss, right. We call it mokh. 
HR: On the north side? 
HS: They told me, “On the moss side you will find low, two knots.” And I was 

going, and I was going, and I was going, little by little, sitting down, cleaning the carrots. 
Going further, until I come to a village. The village was, the name was, it’s a strange name, 
“Small Nails,” Malyegrozy. I remember because the name is so strange. I come over there, 
and there was people over there in the village. What happened in that village? And I was 
wondering the people are usually, they was over there abandoned, they ran away. This was 
a religious village Starovery, the old believers, like here the Quakers. They didn’t believe 
in the Russian, in the Soviet power. And they didn’t want to go away from the village. 
They say, “What will be will be.” They’re like Quakers, with the beards, old believers. 
Only they, very guest friendly. Everything is okay. No, you can’t smoke by them. You 
can’t eat from their dishes. They will give you to eat in a other dish. They give you the 
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drink in a other, another, not from their. And we can’t smoke, we can’t wear the hat. You 
have to go in, you know, take off the shoes, take off the hat. And so. And I went in over 
there. 

HR: So they’re Christians then. 
HS: Christians, old believers. 
HR: Yeah. 
HS: You know this is the same what, now there went a family what was in 

Moscow. 
HR: Yeah, from that religious... 
HS: This is the old believers. 
HR: [unclear]. 
HS: Yeah, the old believers. And they were anti-Soviet. They’re more pro-

German I believe. Only they’re very guest friendly. They take you in. They will no abandon 
you. Only they’re very reserved, you know, and they’re, they have the old icons, beautiful 
icons, you know? Because I was sleeping one night by them, separate. They didn’t let me 
in their room. Only what I will say, when I come in that room I saw a small mirror. I look 
in myself, and I didn’t recognize myself. I look and who is standing behind me? I had a 
beard, wild hair like a wild, with straw, with everything, you know? And I was so shocked. 

HR: And your hair grew long I guess... 
HS: I didn’t look so bad. It was a small... 
HR: Yeah. 
HS: ...farm with a mirror, you know? And I was looking so terrible. You know, 

my, the eyes and all this, and a beard and this. And I believe I saw some gray hairs already. 
Or maybe it was dirt. I don’t know. So they let me sleep a night over there in that village. 

HR: And did they know your friends went through before you? 
HS: I asked them. 
HR: Yeah? 
HS: Yes. 
HR: What’d they say? 
HS: They say, “They went this direction.” Because if no he wouldn’t have a 

sign. No, I was so surprised that, “What are you doing here?” And he say, “This is our land. 
This is our home. We are not going no away from the Russians, no away from the 
Germans.” And I asked him, “Did you hear some from the Germans?” They say, “No, we 
didn’t hear now from Germans. We hear only a cannonade.” You know what’s a 
cannonade? Artillery. 

HR: Loud noise from that... 
HS: Boom, noise from this. You see at night, when you go at night you could 

see the whole around, the whole forest and around, fire is like, you know, like a... 
HR: A bonfire or so? 
HS: No, no. 
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HR: No? 
HS: On the sky, you see like a real--you know like burning around? And when 

we see the fire from the cannon just, yes... 
HR: Like fireflies. 
HS: Not fireflies. Just you see that, it’s a very strange feeling. You catch your 

heart right away, you know? So they tell me, “Go to the other direction.” And we went to 
the other direction. And I went to them, and I meet them. They was very surprised. 

HR: Were they far away from the village by then? 
HS: About twenty miles. So they... 
HR: So you caught up with them. 
HS: Oh sure. If I getting alive I can walk. I was already such a walker. I can 

walk and sleeping if I am tired. We was walking later, when we was more in the guerrilla 
movement already and we have to march, we have already orders, we was holding 
ourselves by the horses, how the horses? The wagons. We was going and sleeping, and 
taking a rest. And it’s restful. You just close your eyes and you go. And you hold your rifle, 
you get so used to your rifle, to that knocking here on your hip, that if it’s not knocking 
your hip is something wrong. You know you get used to such things. So I come over there 
and they was very happy with me. And they was very, and I was happy with them. And I 
brought back the whole ammunition what I had. You know, I was, bumbled around with 
grenades, with everything. And they told me they hear a radio that Germany and America 
and England is in war with the Germany. So I say, “Fiodotov, we won the war. The war is 
won. It’s only the question if we will survive. The question only how much we will suffer. 
You know the war is won.” You know, and I fall asleep so restful, like this. And you know, 
and I imagined the, in that time I imagined the Americans with very big silver planes, 
silver. They have to shine. And so many motors. There were maybe ten, twelve motors. 
And every American is very tall and very skinny and very blonde, full of muscles, you 
know? And so powerful. And I felt so comfortable, like you know? 

HR: God is already here. 
HS: Like something, you know, yes. I forget to tell you that when the boys that 

went away... 
HR: When you were sick? 
HS: I was sick, I wrote a letter to my home, because I didn’t wrote a letter, you 

know? And that letter was a very, very, I was very not in a good mood, yeah? And I was 
already, I was jealous that they’re going away and I was jealous I’m not going out, you 
know? And that I didn’t, and I wrote them a very depressed letter, because we have to 
march. In that time we have to march and I don’t know. And I escaped a few words, I saw 
the letter later. 

HR: You did? 
HS: Yeah, my mother kept the letter. 
HR: Where did you mail it from, the village? 
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HS: I didn’t mail it. I give it to them, to the boys, when they went away. 
HR: Oh, and they took it. 
HS: Yes. 
HR: Oh. 
HS: And they mail it from somewhere. 
HR: And she got it. 
HS: And they got it and I say, “I am embarrassed that I didn’t tell good-bye to 

you, because I was so in the hurry.” 
HR: Do you still have the letter? 
HS: And so naive. Maybe in Israel I have that letter. I have all my 

correspondence in Israel. 
HR: With your sister. 
HS: In Russian, and probably. And, “I was naive and so now, and let the father 

take care of himself, and the brother and this,” you know. “And I hope we will see.” Okay. 
HR: Why did you leave everything in Israel? 
HS: Why? You know, we didn’t, I didn’t come here with such a very easy heart, 

you know? And you know, it was very hard to leave Israel and it was very hard to stay in 
Israel. And I make it the decision and I did it already, you know, and it was very, very hard. 
It was a very painful move. So, and we started to be already in communication with, in 
touch with the Soviet military power. And they give us already orders what to do. And we 
was doing, we was mining bridges. We was mining railroads. And once we attacked, with 
a other group we attacked a small garnizone, from Germany. They were standing near a 
forest. They was watching the, you see the northern railroad, they was already cut off the 
northern railroad. This means the supply from Archangel and Murmansk to Moscow, to 
the interland, was cut off. So we was already doing work with the army. And they throw 
down once a descend to us, parachutes? And they was preparing a big operation. What was 
the operation? To cut, Leningrad was already in that time blockaded. Only the Lake 
Ladoga. You could still escape to the Lake Ladoga. Did you hear about the Lake Ladoga? 
It’s the only one way to escape. The all, this was already... 

HR: Surrounded. 
HS: Surrounded. The rail was cut off. And they was preparing to take the station 

Tikhvin. If you will read the history, in the winter in 1941, the offensive on that Tikhvin to 
open the gate through Leningrad, to open the railroad, and to let in the army to Leningrad. 
And we was a part of that battle for Tikhvin, for the railroad station Muga in Tikhvin. This 
was maybe a 100-mile straight, about with the railroad, from Leningrad, between 
Leningrad and Moscow. It was a very, very bloody battle. And the station was going over 
four times around, back to back. We was taking a part from the forest part, and we was 
already a part from the 62nd Strelkovaya Divizia, the 62nd Infantry Division from Marshall 
Maretskov. In that time he wasn’t a Marshall yet. It was a general army Maretskov. And 
was a terrible frost and a snow. And this was helping us. 
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HR: It did? 
HS: The whole German technique was immobilized. From the other side, from 

the big side, in the Bol’shaya Zemlia, the side from the great earth [land] we called this, 
not from the guerrilla, was coming Siberian soldiers, with the small horses, you know? The 
small horses was slipping in snow and everything. This was the Siberian soldiers taken 
away from the Siberian front when Stalin make a pact with Japan that there will be no war 
over there. So this was the first offensive, the first successful offensive, that we capture the 
Tikhvin railroad station. Was a terrible battle. They was, we was, between the other side, 
we didn’t have to make, it was the ground was so hard we couldn’t dig in. We have to make 
trenches [unclear] from dead soldiers. 

HR: Trenches from dead soldiers? 
HS: We made from German soldiers... 
HR: You piled up soldiers? 
HS: We piled them up, and we put on water from the lake, and they froze over, 

and this was our [chuckling] position. [pause] And there was a battle over there a whole 
week. From us maybe half the people survived. That Fiodotov was killed. [pause] And the 
umbrella of God was above me. I was in that time carrying minomioty, pulemioty i shariady 
mortar shells, you know? And it was a, they bombed us, you know, and they destroyed 
maybe a half people was destroyed. 

HR: You had a lot of casualties on the German side too. 
HS: Sure. 
HR: You did. 
HS: There was terrible casualties. And by us what was the most terrible was by 

us to be wounded or to be wet. To be wounded in the forest is half dead. To be wet, you 
freeze to death. So when we was crawling you know, in the snow, I have the German boots. 
They was too narrow. The snow was going in... 

HR: [unclear]? 
HS: In, and melting in this, in the legs. And we no have socks. We have anutseh 

[phonetic]. You know what this is? Portyanki? 
HR: Flannel wrapping like. 
HS: Yes. And this is a whole knowledge how you’re wrapping it in order you 

can walk. Because you right away get, how do you call it, the mazolis? The... 
HR: Blisters. 
HS: Blisters. This is a whole, they teach you how to wrap it right. So, when this 

gets wet you have to take it off and wrap it around your body and warm it up with your 
body, dry it out and put this back. Because if you freeze you’re dead. I was frozen, you see 
here the holes? See here? 

HR: Yeah. 
HS: You see here? 
HR: Yeah. 
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HS: It’s, everything was frozen. My hands was frozen. Everything was frozen. 
So after that battle... 

HR: It’s a wonder you didn’t lose your fingers. 
HS: I was in a hospital later. After that battle, we was already a part from the 

regular army. And we went in with the army to Leningrad. 
HR: Oh! 
HS: With Maretskov’s army, and this was already in the time that that Vlasov 

surrendered. And it was already the time when they destroyed the whole food in Leningrad. 
When I was coming in still the whole, everything was burning. They keep the food in old, 
out-moded storage rooms. And the Germans knows everything. They bombed this 
everything, the burned this everything. The whole preparation, everything was burning, the 
food, the bread, the sugar, everything. And there in that time you see they took us in and I 
don’t know, and they put me on to a fire fighting unit. I was stationed, why a fire fighting 
unit I don’t know. It’s again, this is all up to God, right? I was stationed on Vasilevski 
Ostrov. This is Vasilev Island. I remember Sredniy Prospekt. I remember the fire station. 
This was belonging to the army. The Germans was bombing, fire bombing, the city every 
day and every night. You come up at night and you see whole Leningrad is like a sea of 
flames. They was throwing down hundreds of thousand incinerating bombs. How do they 
call it? 

HR: Yeah, that’s it. 
HS: Hundreds of thousands, you see? Only... 
HR: And where were you? You’re in a street in Leningrad? 
HS: On the roofs. 
HR: Right in the city? 
HS: In the city. On the  Vasilevski Ostrov. 
HR: And all around you is burning and... 
HS: Everything was burning, and we was fighting this. 
HR: You had water that was running? 
HS: Well, we had water in the beginning, and later we have no water because 

everything was destroyed. 
HR: Destroyed, yeah. 
HS: And so we made a relay from the Neva. Neva is a river. And we make 

machines, pumps put up one pump near the other, getting the water from one pump to the 
other. Now, it was not enough power. You couldn’t reach to the top, you know? It was very 
useless. Only everything was in snow. The roofs was in snow, so we had to develop a 
different tactic. We were sending people on the roofs, sitting on the roofs. And when the 
Germans throw the bombs, just shovel them down. Throw them down, it’s possible when 
they start to burn, they melted this, they go down to the floors below, and the whole house 
burns like a candle, you know? And I was developing such a technique. We was throwing 
down, you know, the bombs, with everything what we can. And it’s good when the roof is 
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flat. And when the roof is not flat we have to put yourself with wires to the chimneys. Well, 
life was... 

HR: But you threw the bombs down? 
HS: On the ground. 
HR: And then they went off? On the ground? 
HS: On the street. 
HR: On the street. 
HS: Well... 
HR: So you could do--but at least the house wasn’t... 
HS: Yeah, yeah, no it was a... 
HR: I mean the idea was to save the house. 
HS: The idea was to cut down on the fires. 
HR: Yeah. 
HS: Because what they was doing, they make a fire, and later they send in to 

bomb. Soon they make a fire they know where it is and later they send in. And our intention 
was to cover, yeah... 

HR: So if you got them on the ground you could do [unclear]. 
HS: Yeah, other people was doing. Basically [unclear] it was only to do, just to 

do, you know? Just to do. How it was effective, very poor effective. And I remember we 
was going on, you know, and it wasn’t already food. People was already started to die from 
hunger. I remember I went once, we ran up to a roof and I see these old houses, you know? 
Old beautiful houses from the Czar still. No, not modern, right? And I see a toilet in the, 
over there they have the toilets on the steps, yeah? And I see a Russian sitting so on a toilet, 
[unclear] such a Russian, a fire and bombing and shooting, and he sits so quiet on the toilet. 
I say, “What the hell is it?” You know, I went upstairs and I did, later I go down and he 
sits still here, so I go down and I say, “Grazhdanin!”19 

HR: He’s dead. 
HS: He was dead. So, we was doing what we was doing, and comes to be one, 

and one thing they caught me, and I was wounded in mine back, on the roof, from a fire 
bomb. I was wounded in my back. I was, they took me to the hospital in Leningrad and I 
was laying over there a month. 

HR: But that hospital room, it was so jammed... 
HS: Very, very bad. 
HR: [unclear]? 
HS: And I start to get, a hospital, this wasn’t a regular hospital. It was made from 

a school. 
HR: Yeah. 

19“Citizen”, a term of address. 
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HS: And you know, they just put in beds. And I started to get gangrene because 
they didn’t have help or something. And they start to evacuate people--soldiers, wounded 
soldiers, children, old people. And they, one day they come and say they will evacuate us 
to the great land. And they evacuated through the ice to the Lake Ladoga the evacuate. You 
know the word evacuate, right? 

HR: Sure. 
HS: And to a village. I believe that village was calling too Ladoga. Ladoga was 

the name of the village. 
HR: How far away? 
HS: This was to the other side of the lake from this. And over there they feed us 

already right away. 
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Tape thirteen, side two: 
 
HR: ...June the 28th, 1983, Harriet Richman interviewer. 
HS: Okay. I would like, I didn’t add it before the first connection with Judaism 

in Russia. I had a chance when I was in Leningrad, in the blockade. Accidentally we was, 
I was with the army over there. And accidentally I was near the opera house when I saw 
the old Leningrad shul. And they show me, the soldiers what was with me, they say, “This 
is the Yevreiskaya Sinagoga.” This means the Jewish shul. And I say, “I am a Jew, and I 
would like to go in over there.” There was not hostility from their side. And probably in 
that time, a time of trouble, you know, was--and I went in over there and... 

HR: Was it bombed, the synagogue? 
HS: Yeah. It was not bombed. It was just damaged. They, it’s a very beautiful 

old synagogue. It’s a central synagogue, and around they have like the Shneider Shul and 
the Shuster Shul, you know? They have the small... 

HR: Little shuls. 
HS: Little shuls around. 
HR: Near that one. 
HS: Yes. And the Leningrader Shul is a beautiful old shul. And the Jewish 

Hebrew words hit me so strong, you know, that I started to cry. This, everything, you know, 
come back to me. Because I have to tell the truth, in that whole whirl of situations, I lost 
myself. I was only struggling... 

HR: To be alive. 
HS: To be alive and just observing and living in that situation. And that 

witnessing, you know, you see that Melamed and you see the benches and see the luchas 
on the... 

HR: Did they have a Sefer Torah? 
HS: And this I don’t know. I couldn’t, I wasn’t in a long time. 
HR: Oh. 
HS: Because I was with my unit outside. I just went in and... 
HR: Nobody was there? 
HS: No, no, it was like partially destroyed. The roof was like burned, you know? 

And it was very hard on my heart, you know? And this was my first, I guess this was my 
first, I saw a small Jewish cemetery in that city of Cherepovetz too. On the fields. I didn’t 
mention this, right? 

HR: No. 
HS: I--in the fields between the town, in the new town where the new streets are, 

was in Cherepovetz, where the former... 
HR: Which town was this? The one where you... 
HS: The original. 
HR: Did the... 
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HS: Yes. 
HR: With the... 
HS: In the electro... 
HR: With the... 
HS: In the [unclear], right. 
HR: In that... 
HS: So, over there it was like, probably in the old time it was the end of the 

town. Because after this start like new streets with the wooden houses from the farmers, 
from the peasants what was coming to the city. Was over there a very small cemetery 
maybe six, seven stones, partially destroyed, partially standing, with a beautiful iron gate, 
iron, how do you call it around? 

HR: A fence. 
HS: A fence. A very artistical iron fence. And it was over there six, seven stones. 

Now they was in better condition than the other general kladbistcha how they call it in 
Russia a kladbistcha. This was called the Yevreiskaya Kladbistcha the Jewish kladbistcha. 

HR: Cemetery. 
HS: Cemetery. And the Russian people know about it. They know about this. 

Because I asked them about this. And I saw old Jewish stones. 
HR: But only six or seven? 
HS: Six or seven, very small. 
HR: But did it have Hebrew writing on it? 
HS: Yes. 
HR: Like we do? 
HS: Like a regular metzayvas [tombstones], you know the metzayvas. And it was 

around a field two trees was growing over there. And a very small maybe seven, six or 
seven stones. 

HR: Could you read what it... 
HS: Yes. We read names. And I read the year, much before the Czar, 1907, 1910, 

you know in Hebrew and in Russian, yes. So I will go, I’m going back now. 
HR: Yeah, to the synagogue. 
HS: Yeah. After the synagogue. 
HR: In Leningrad, yeah. 
HS: Already, yeah, this is what I mentioned when I was exposed to... 
HR: Judaism. 
HS: To Judaism what hit my heart, you know? And when I was evacuated to the 

Lake Ladoga, on the other side they was already waiting for us, ambulances, army 
ambulances. And they feed us and they give us some preparation, medical preparation. And 
they took us to the nearest railroad station where it was waiting for us a train, a hospital 
train. 

HR: Was this, you had your injury in your back? 
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HS: Yes, I had a injury in the back and I had gangrene on... 
HR: You had gangrene. 
HS: Because probably they didn’t have medical supplies so good. And probably 

I was only a soldier I was very unimpressed with the care. No, they was, it, probably it was 
such a terrible time, you know? Such a horrible time probably. The balance of existence 
between the Soviet regime was in balance. They didn’t have time to take care of the people 
and they didn’t take care. The food we was getting, we was very hungry always. And this 
we already was getting more than other soldiers and other civil populations. So when I, we 
come to that train was already much better with the girls and... 

HR: Nurses? 
HS: The sanitar yeah, nurses, and doctors. And we have such beds. And the very 

badly wounded--I wasn’t so bad wounded. I could walk--and the very bad wounded have 
such special beds they can, like hanging beds. And they took us to a town there called 
Vologda. Vologda is the center town from the Vologda Province. It’s a big old town with 
a big railroad station, a part from the northern railroad station what goes from Moscow to 
Leningrad. What they was in the north fighting for that railroad. And that railroad was 
exposed already to bombing from the Germans too, in Vologda, because this was already 
not so far to reach for them. I was in Vologda from winter, I was a half a year. 

HR: Sick? 
HS: A half a year sick, right. Only, not, I was a part, a part I was in that was the 

vyzdoravlivalustchaya kommanda. This is, you are sick, and later you are able to walk 
around. When you’re able to do in the hospital, no you are not able to go back to the army... 

HR: But you could work. 
HS: Yeah. So you are a part from this vyzdoravlivalustchaya kommanda. This 

means from the improving, from the [unclear] convalescent, yes. And we have over there 
some Jewish doctors and they probably, they kept me a little longer than [unclear]. They, 
I remember they make me sometime more temperature. 

HR: That’s something. 
HS: Yes. I have to say this. Without open expression about the Yiddish, not 

Yiddish, you know? That question when Jewish start to be more suppressed in that time, I 
believe the German antisemitic agitation start to work more on the people. The antisemitic 
expression start to be more expressful. And the Jewish people either if you was a big man 
in the Russian Army, you start to suppress your nationality not to want to expose. Because 
you was hearing already from the soldiers when they got drunk about the Jews and the 
Jews are not fighters. The Jews are not doing this. The Jews hiding, the Jews big bosses, 
the Jews in the hospitals, the Jews about food. And we are, this already was start already 
the official start already like antisemitic movement. 

HR: Propaganda? 
HS: Yeah. Before for such a talking by Russian law you have to go in prison. 

You couldn’t say either, it wasn’t, you couldn’t say zhid. This was a insulting word. And 
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if you want to say it you have to say Yevrei. Let’s see in our passport, in our internal 
passport, I put on Yevrei. And if you say that word zhid you mean you’re insulting this and 
you can be punished. No, it’s, already you could see a turn for the worse about Jewish 
people. And they in the army they start to do jokes about Jews and that Jew so and Jew so, 
not even knowing maybe they didn’t meet a Jew at all. And it’s amazing how this works, 
you know? It’s very amazing. We had once our lessons, they have, how they call the 
lessons? 

HR: Maneuvers? 
HS: In the army, yes? Like, they call this like maneuvers. We had a smoking 

break, perekun pereryv, it’s a pereryv. We sit down and we’re talking, you know? What do 
you believe they start to talk? How about Jews? And I am sure nobody knows, person, 
nobody knows a Jew. And there is an instructor what was instructing us. We have in that 
time I remember a lessons about hand grenades, about defensive and offensive on the 
ground. You can make a grenade be offensive when you are hiding, or you can be 
defensive, that you shouldn’t be attacked, you know what I mean? So we have such a 
lesson. I remember it well. And he is start to talk about the Jews in the forest. He was with 
the guerrilla too. And he was saying how the Germans started to kill Jews and the Jews, 
“Ay! Vai! Vai!” And I couldn’t stand it this more. I get up. And I say, “Tovaristeh 
Commandyer, I am a Jew and I can’t stand that what you are talking lies and not true, that 
you should talk this in the Russian Army. You’re not in the German Army. You’re in the 
Soviet Army. And I want to complain about you.” By the rules in the Codex from the 
Russian Army, you can’t complain to a officer, to a higher. No, you have to tell him. You 
have to tell him that, “I am going to complain about you.” And I went. I couldn’t stand, I 
say, “The hell with this. What I have to hide? What I have to hide again in Russia?” And I 
say, “You talk against the Jews what is not true, and you shouldn’t talk so. I will complain 
about you.” I went to the Commissar and I told him the whole story. I told him that I am a 
Jew. I am from Poland, and I am in the army. And not for this I am fighting that a Soviet 
officer should this. They took him right away away. What they did with him I don’t know. 
No, they took him away. This was already in the army. You see it was not a shame, they 
was not afraid, in the army what talking about. So, now when I finish with this, the 
vyzdoravlivalustchaya kommanda already “priznan goden”, oh I start already in Russian, 
priznan goden, this means I am ready to go to this. By Russian law you go back to that 
station where they took you. Do you understand? 

HR: Yes. 
HS: Let’s see they take you from that voyinkomat. A voyinkomat means that 

mobilization point. You go back from there... 
HR: And you have to go all the way back? 
HS: They send you back to the mobilization point, and they send you away from 

the--in the... 
HR: They’re gonna send you back where your mother was? 
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HS: Correct. Not only my mother. My father and my family. 
HR: Your whole family was there? 
HS: And they... 
HR: What was the name of that town, Cerep-...? 
HS: Cherepovetz. 
HR: Cherepovetz. 
HS: Cherepovetz. And this is their, this is the procedure. I will tell later with the 

Polish Army what I had. I was in the Polish Army too, in Russia. And they send me to 
Cherepovetz. They send me to that voyinkomat. How is voyinkomat? This means, 
voyinkomat let’s say mobilization part, right? I come over there. In that time they was 
mobilizing to make a desant division, a parachute division, to fight behind the lines. This 
in 1942 is a death sentence, because they was so disorganized, so with no experience, so 
ill-prepared. Only it comes a order from, you see it’s a very inflexible army, a army not 
built to do this, only if Stalin will say so, we will do it. We don’t care it’s wrong or right. 
Nobody will say no. If Stalin say, “Tomorrow we have to make four air divisions and send 
them here, here and here,” that’s enough. They will do it. If in the four divisions will be 
alive one percent, is done nobody can--and nobody cares and nobody is responsible either. 
Because everybody tries to push away... 

HR: The responsibility. 
HS: The responsibility, just to [unclear]. And it was such a turmoil. You see 

whole armies was deserting in that time. It was a riot in Moscow. People was, you know, 
you probably hear what was going on. They, the movement from the population was so 
anti-Soviet. The farmers, the kolkhozes, these were so anti-Soviet. They was looking only 
for Hitler like a angel, a God-sent angel he will kill the Soviets and kill the Jews and making 
a paradise on the earth. So in that time--I later find out--they was forming a vozdushnyi 
desant... 

HR: A parachute. 
HS: A vozdushnyi desant, a parachute, right? Now, they have a procedure what, 

how to do. First of all, not like in a normal army, they have a very developed political 
department. Now the deciding factor what is responsible for the political, for right or 
wrong, in that division, I find out this later, this division was a NKVD division, from the 
internal police division. 

HR: Right. 
HS: This should be the top of the line. And when I come in, I come with my 

papers and they called me in, “Genagi Josefovich Skorrupa,” that called me in, you’re, in 
Russia they use two names--your name and your father’s name. 

HR: Genagia? 
HS: Genagi, and Josefovich. My father is Josef. 
HR: Jos-, Josef-... 
HS: Josefovich. 
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HR: Josefovich. 
HS: Genagi, yeah, Josefovich, Genagi Josefovich Skorrupa. 
HR: Genagi Josefovich Skorrupa. 
HS: Yeah. And you know they called me in and they called my name. They 

mispronounce my name. They say Skolupa; they make it Russian from Polish. I come in 
and report; I say, “I just want to straighten out my name is Skorrupa, not Skolupa.” 

HR: Mr. Skorr, I can’t hear the difference. 
HS: Yeah. 
HR: Say it. 
HS: Skorrupa or Skolupa, a “l” in the middle. 
HR: Oh, again. 
HS: Skorrupa, without a “l” now Skolupa. 
HR: Oh. 
HS: Yes. So I want to straighten out because, and we later are right and I want 

everything what’s happened to me to go to my family, you understand? 
HR: Sure. 
HS: Well I shouldn’t tell you how it was when I come home, you know. The 

story later, I went to the voyinkomat and they was waiting outside, you know? You know 
how this is? 

HR: Outside of the house? They were, they knew you were coming. 
HS: Of the house, yes whole, you see, it’s over there is a whole Russian, old 

Russian system. Whole villages are waiting with their sons, you know, outside, you know? 
It’s like before by the Czar. And so, and you see my mother and my father, everything, 
they was waiting outside that I should tell them what’s happening with us, you know? 
Because as soon you go in, you don’t go out more. You go in in that house, you no more 
go out a civil person. 

HR: You don’t go out... 
HS: More, no more, you already a army man. You no more civil. Soon you go 

to the voyinkomat with your poviestka, with your mobilization card. You’re in. So or they 
make you free, you can go out, or you can go out more you go to that army unit already. 

HR: So you went home before you went to the mobilization. 
HS: Sure. I was in [unclear], sure. I went home... 
HR: And then you went to the mobilization. 
HS: And they give me a date when I have to go. 
HR: Oh. 
HS: They no send straight. Let’s see they, when we was in the Tovaristeh 

commandir can say, “You will be home six months. You will go home a year. You will go 
home a month.” 

HR: So how long were you supposed to be home? 
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HS: I probably was two months home. And they say, “You will register,” they 
give you, it’s, they no talk to you too much. They put you on military book to register to 
the voyinkomat on this and this day. You come a day before they will no accept you. You 
come a day later they will arrest you. 

HR: They will arrest you. What happened to your brothers? 
HS: Everybody was home. 
HR: They didn’t go in the army? 
HS: No. 
HR: They were too young. 
HS: In that time. They went to the army later. They were killed later. 
HR: Both of? Not both. 
HS: One. 
HR: One. 
HS: The father was killed. So, and my mother was waiting outside, you know? 
HR: And how long had it been since you saw them? How... 
HS: Almost a year. It took the whole... 
HR: Yes. 
HS: Because I was not in touch with them. 
HR: Right. 
HS: It was in the blockade. 
HR: They got that one letter. 
HS: Only that letter. I was not in touch with them, you know. Later I was in 

touch with them, yeah. My sister come to Vologda to the hospital once, when I wrote them 
letters, you know? I wrote them a letter and the letter didn’t get through. Probably I wrote 
something not right. The military censor, you know? So, they took me in. See, it’s amazing 
how the umbrella of God, you know, is, how this is working. In that day they was doing 
this they called me in, and I mention my name. And they look over the papers. They say, 
“Why he’s Skolupa? What is Skorrupa?” You know, they sit a, sit a few people, few 
officers, specialists. One is the specialist from this. One is the political specialist. You 
know, one is the doctor what looked over your quality, your speciality. They, over there 
you go by speciality, you know? Probably here too in the army. So, and I say, “I am, my 
name is Skorrupa. It’s a Polish name. I am from Poland.” “From Poland?” Everybody 
opened their--I see everybody looked up. This was unusually case. 

HR: Sure. 
HS: This was unusually case that a Polish man is in the Russian Army. You 

understand? 
HR: Sure. 
HS: And the political commissar, he say, “Come in here. Sit down. What is the 

problem?” I tell him the story. He took me away to a other room. “Tell me now the whole 
story.” I say, “What?” You know already with their suspicions. “Tell me the whole story.” 
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I say, “What you mean the whole story. I am from Poland.” I saw a map over there, a map 
of Europe. I went to the map, [unclear]. “Here is Poland. Here is Poznan. Here is Kalisz.” 
Was the names over there. “And here is Warta, the River Warta,” I say. “Here I was living. 
Here was the Germans come to us. Here I was by the Germans in the village.” I told him 
this. “Here I was running.” I show him everything on the map. “I was running from Kalisz 
to Lodz, from Lodz to Warsaw, from Warsaw to Bialystok, from Bialystok to Kovel. Now 
from Kovel back to Poland, you know?” And he didn’t like this--to back. 

HR: But you told him you went back to get your folks. 
HS: This, no, they no believe, this I understand now. He didn’t like, he like this 

everything coming is okay. No, that going back... 
HR: To get them, he didn’t want you to go back. 
HS: It’s not a, this I believe. 
HR: He thought you were maybe a spy. 
HS: That’s correct. He is already, he was already suspicious. He already, and 

this is already, I see God’s hand on me. He saved me. And I say this is the point, I say 
[unclear]. “I went. I’m Jewish. I went back because I have to save my parents. And I saved 
them. And I saved,” I say, “other people.” You know I said. And he say, “Okay.” Okay? 
“Go out.” And he was, have a whole discussion over there. They call me in back. And they 
say, they put me on a stamp. “Go home. Come tomorrow back.” So I was going two 
weeks... 

HR: Back? 
HS: Every day back and forth. And on my paper was written, “Do vastrebanya.” 

This means, “When we will need you.” Such a red stamp. Being the second, being there a 
few days, I see one more Jewish boy. And I see a Polish boy, waiting over there. You see, 
you get the documents and later they call you in. And I start to talk with them. I say, 
“What’s ” They say they come to mobilize. I say, “I am already a few days,” and I tell them 
the--I was with this brother Pelta, he is from Lodz, with his two brothers on the okopis, on 
the fortification wall. 

HR: In Leningrad? 
HS: Before Leningrad. Later they escaped, or I don’t know what happened with 

them. Again, I have not with a good experience. They was bakers over there. They was 
baking the bread. And I come toward them. I say, “I need some bread for our people.” They 
say they don’t have bread. And I know they was selling bread. That was just in between. 
So, that brother Shimek, I ask him, “Do you want to go to the army?” And he say, “No.” 
In that time already I developed a different thinking. I saw already that this reality, that 
[unclear] that our death will be so useless, you know? So without weight, without the 
remark in history and without weight, you know such a terrible loss for Jewish people. We 
lost so much, you know? I was already thinking different. My fight against the Germans 
will be so useless, you know? Even if I kill a hundred Germans, and later I will be killed, 
is no value, you know? Because I am one from the, so I already start to think a different 
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thing. Not only of fighting, how just to survive, how just to overcome it. And I say, 
“Shimek, you want to go to the army?” And he say, “No.” I tell you what I say. “Tell them 
that you are from Poland.”  I say, “It was working by me.” Maybe... 

HR: Where was he? Was he from Poland? 
HS: From Lodz. 
HR: From Lodz. He was. Okay. 
HS: Sure. 
HR: But he was afraid to say? 
HS: No, he didn’t go in yet. 
HR: Oh, I see. 
HS: I just saw him, and that other boy was a Polish boy from Vilna, Dolgovitch. 
HR: They were both Polish. 
HS: He was a Gentile and he was a Jew. 
HR: Oh I see, okay. 
HS: I will tell you later about that Dolgovitch. He was antisemite too. And I say, 

“Shimek and Dolgovitch, just if they ask you, just mention them that you are from Poland. 
Because I mentioned that I am from Poland and they send me back day one.” So, the next 
time, I went in again, with, again Do vastrebanya. And they too Do vastrebanya. This was, 
you know, awry something. Okay, and we was going so a week. And going, again, going 
is not so like here. 

HR: 20 miles. 
HS: Not 20 miles. No, going is [unclear], end to the end. And you know with 

it’s a misery. And such a hunger and such a terrible thing, you know, just to be in that 
environment from that mobilization. People so wild, you know? And later I started to be a 
little more courageous. I say, “How long I will walk back and forth? What’s the reason? 
What should I do?” He say, “You are a fireman, right? I see you already was in the army 
as a fireman. You know what you should do? Go to the fire station.” I say, “Okay. Give 
me a paper.” 

HR: Why did you need a paper? 
HS: Well, everything you need a paper over there. So he wrote down, he wrote 

me the address. I say, “Where is this? What is this?” You see, I just start to play naive. And 
he wrote me down a paper to the fire station. And I went out and I was waiting for the boys 
outside. 

HR: To tell them you’re a fireman. 
HS: Yes, I tell them I am a fireman. And [unclear], I went with them to that same 

guy. I say, “I have two Polish boys. Send, give them with the fire, let’s all go together over 
there.” They had the same stamp, that was trebovanya. He say, “Okay, go.” And I took 
them to that fire, we come in to the fire station. And I say this and this. And again, they 
need only a piece of paper. They was believing that we are sent, but we wasn’t sent. Fire 
station, okay. They didn’t know nothing. I had a little experience with Leningrad. Not only 
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experience. I had the [unclear], you see, I’m a battlefield soldier and all the bombs and the 
all things, you know? I was already a specialist. And they, for this they start to give me a 
hard time. They were so, you know, so prejudice, so narrow minded, so, you know, 
chauvinistic. 

HR: At the fire station? 
HS: Yes. The people over there, I come over there with their old tradition, with 

their old things, with all the hooliganism, you know, a bunch of [unclear] you know? A 
boy over there what was the head, because I say, you know, because I say, “I know this 
and I know this.” Sure I know. I know it. And he start to give me a hard time, “Do the 
hardest work.” Do, and for me it was just a joke. What was for me hard work, you know? 
And the dirtiest work, you know? I didn’t care. In the basement was a old-fashioned heating 
system what was, and collapsing- 
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Tape fourteen, side one: 
 
HR: This is an interview with Mr. Henry Skorr, side six [side one], June 28th, 

1983, Harriet Richman, interviewer. 
HS: And how I say, they start to give me the worsest work over there. We had a 

old heating system, how I say. 
HR: Are you tired? 
HS: What? 
HR: Are you tired? 
HS: No. A old heating system, and something, the water the basement where the 

heating system was was flooded every night. And every night we have to send down people 
to put out the water. And I don’t know if it was punishment, they send me always I have to 
work over there a whole night, pumping out the water, only on the caprice from the people 
what was above me. Doing that work, I come out with a conclusion that it can be developed 
a device which would mechanical pump out the water, with a vacuum system that we 
shouldn’t pull it out of it. I told this to that man, “Why should I stay a whole night over 
there? I can develop you a system that it will automatically, the atmospheric pressure, 
putting out the water.” And he started to laugh at me. “We was doing always so, and why 
should we do different?” I say, “Because you have to save labor. Is not a way to keep 
people in the basement a whole night and time they have to rest, and then they will go out 
for fires.” They give me a permission to do this, and I started to work on a system what 
was working on a very pure system of atmospheric pressure. When the water goes on a 
higher level, is activating a shestom, how they call it? 

HR: Plunger? 
HS: Such a plunger, and the water start automatically going down without 

needing help. And when the water falls down, so this stops automatically. They was very 
happy with this, and they started to look on me already entire different. It’s very clear that 
I didn’t get, I have no comradeship with them. I was doing my work. In my free time when 
not was work I was sitting reading book and studying technical books about fire fighting 
and about technique and other things. And they in their free time they was only all 
constantly all dancing and singing their, the traditional Chastushki, the songs with their 
harmonicas and always boy, girls problems, like a usually thing in that time. After a short 
time they advanced me to be the head from one fire truck. And being already the head from 
a fire truck, I already start develop my own ideas. I say the fire truck is not built, not the 
question built right, no, the instruments are not placed right. And I reorganized the whole 
work how the instrument should be and who is responsible with, for that part, who is 
responsible for the other part, and how this work when we’re going out in action. Who is 
responsible for the quality, who is responsible for the cleaning. They liked that idea, and 
they sent that idea to the Vologda, to the headquarter. And come down a [chuckles] 
commission and look it over this and discuss with me. And they ask me, “Are you want to 
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go to a school?” I say, “Yes. To be in, I am already in this. Why shouldn’t I go to a school?” 
And they took me to the school in Vologda. 

HR: Far from there? 
HS: Fire, yes. And I start... 
HR: No, far away from Kali-, no, Cherepo-... 
HS: About 400 miles. 
HR: Oh Lord. 
HS: Yeah. This is over there a very short, yeah. And I started to advance very 

nicely in that fire department, because I was always reading. And I was, I always was 
acquiring literature not only from Volograd. I was acquiring literature from Moscow, from 
the central headquarter. And in a short time I had more theoretical knowledge than that 
head from the whole department in the city. 

HR: You were able to get material from Moscow? 
HS: Yes, through them, because everything is based over there on instructions, 

on literature, and on laws. Only they are so used to they are not doing nothing. They’re 
just... 

HR: Staying with the same way. 
HS: They’re just staying with the way, with the primitive Russian way, with the 

drunkenness, and just pushing a day through, and not trying to advance absolutely nothing. 
What less they have to do, what better is for them. I saw, I’m already in this, I saw that 
enormity of the loss what’s going on. So and I was interested in reading and studying, on 
a place, studying, just reading a militaristic book, I start to study what a soldier have to 
know, what a officer have to know, how is the physical of this and how the chemistry of 
this, and how have to be organized, fire protection. And in a short way I start to be a 
specialist. And I advanced again. I was already a head from a shift. And being in that time 
they took to the army other people. And the fire department had--later I, when I was already 
the head from the whole department, I find out every year we have to send 10 percent from 
our people to the army. 

HR: Let me just make sure. 
HS: Okay, mine, it’s clear that my family was very happy with that development, 

that I am home, and that I am succeeding. Now a other trouble start to come in to our family 
like to millions of other families. It comes the time that they took my father to the army. 

HR: How old was he? 
HS: My father was born in 19-, in 1895. And they took my brother to the army. 
HR: So he was already 50. He was already... 
HS: It was... 
HR: Old. They were taking that age group? 
HS: Yes. This was such a horrible time, 1942, the worsest time. They was taking 

everybody, everybody what was just able to walk. It was, the Russian power was on the 
verge of destruction. And Hitler was going, he was already near Leningrad. He was near 
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Moscow. He was in the south near Stalingrad. He was going to Caucasus, he was going 
everywhere. And the hunger was very bad from the city. People was dying for hunger. You 
can go out in the street in the morning and find dead people on the street. And nobody, and 
it was a normal thing. And the horror was come in to us that they want to take my father. 
And I try already in a quiet way to prepare him. My theory was in that time was entire 
different already. I tried to save them, and I tried to explain my father that he shouldn’t talk 
over there entire Russian, that he should say that he doesn’t understand Russian. So, my 
theory was being that if he no understand the Russian, they can’t take him to the front army. 
They will mobilize him and take him somewhere to put him somewhere in a corner, 
working, doing, everything is, thousands of people are around. It’s, my theory was if you’re 
going in in the [unclear] of armies you’re going one way. When you come up, front, killing 
or wounding, hospital, and back. If you can go out from that round, you have a chance of 
existence. God helped that I was a little out, temporary. You know I accept this. And I saw 
by what more higher I will go by my work, what more safer I will be, because I will be 
valuable. Mine effort will be valuable for the country. 

HR: Sure. 
HS: I tried to explain this to my father. Now my father was so afraid of them, 

and so not accepting that challenge. You have to be in such a thing stubborn. You make up 
your mind that you no speak Russian, and you stick to it. And he went to the, I went with 
him. I didn’t let my mother go because she was very much crying, you know, and 
everybody. I go with my father and I beg him, “Do what I am telling you. Is not dangerous. 
Is not nothing. You no understand Russian. How you understand Russian? You just come 
from Poland.” I just tried to make him sure. Just... 

HR: Did he understand it very well? 
HS: He, not very well. 
HR: But he could... 
HS: Now he understand, right? 
HR: And he could speak or no? 
HS: Not so well. Not so well. He was speaking like a Uzbek, like a other thing. 

No, he could, you know. He was only in a you see the paradox in Russia was so, a few 
months later, they no accept him to the army. They accept him only to working army. A 
few months later come out a decree, “No national minorities from out from Russia, not 
accepted to the army.” It was only a few months survival. And you see, in that horror, they 
took him, and he went. The same time when they took my brother. With my brother I 
couldn’t already. He was young and he was this. I say this. I told him one thing. I told him 
the reason why he is going to the army, what he have to do, what is our intention. If he 
have to fight, he have to fight. Try to be reasonable. Don’t try to be a hero. “You’re more,” 
I told him, I tried to explain, “You’re more a hero when you will survive. This is our heroic 
part. To being killed is not heroism, because nobody will recognize it either.” They say that 
we are, we no want to fight so and so. I told him, and they took him. 
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HR: And the other brother, where was he? 
HS: Mine other brother was, they didn’t took him. He was blind. They didn’t 

took him. 
HR: Oh, he stayed home. 
HS: They took my father. We had from him only one letter. The letter, somebody 

was writing for him. And three-quarters was confiscated from that censor. And since then 
we didn’t hear nothing. My brother, they took my brother to a camp not far from us, from 
between Cherepovetz and Vologda. Walking, again, not by train, walking the 100 miles 
from us to that camp. Already being a little--having a little more in mine, being advanced 
in my work, you know, and being already a soldier in the army, I went to visit him. In all 
kind illegals, in a illegals way I went on the train. I had from my command--from my, this, 
took a command [unclear], and I went to his camp. And it’s a horror. He was so like coming 
out from a concentration camp, so skin and bones. They didn’t feed them at all. I brought 
some food from home. He devour it in one moment sitting with this. Being over there I 
say, “Nahum, Nahum, how about,” he look, he was looking like me. “How about we change 
clothes? Let me stay here and you go back. You run away.” I just wanted to see how this 
will impress him. And I see he will not make it. He wasn’t psychologically ready, you see, 
because this was a very dangerous hair-brained scheme. I would be over there a day and I 
will run away. If he can run away. You see, in the trains was a very dangerous story. They 
was checking everything 1000 times. And you have to be brave to hide yourself in things. 
There is ways to hide in the train, up above. Now you have to be ready for this. I saw he 
wasn’t ready. So I give it up. Because can be a double trouble, I figure out I’ll get a bullet 
and he will get a bullet, you see? So I went out from that camp. This was Pushchuba 
[phonetic], a training camp. And they was training with wooden rifles. They have no rifles 
even. This was, that ‘42nd year was the horror. They have no food. They have no rifles. 
They have no ammunition. They have nothing. They have only human meat. And they was 
sending human meat, you know the, and the German in the millions was cutting them 
down. 

So when I come back my mother saw already on my face what it is, you know? I 
say, “Well, it’s a hard time he will go through.” They took him to the front, and he was, he 
survive until 1943. He was a year on the front. He was three times wounded and he was in 
the artillery. He was buried in the village Chusovkiye in Voronezskaya Oblast, in Voronez 
Province. And it was that big battle in Kursk battle. Did you hear that Kursk battle in 1943? 
My father just was bombed out in a train. I received one announcement poldot [phonetic] 
from the army. I received the announcement over there in that mobilization point. And I 
was already a big shot in there. And this we will come back because I will explain. They 
call me in and they give me this. And I didn’t want to tell my mother. I just told my sister. 
And she break down. And my mother know it already. So, my brother and my father 
disappeared. He wrote us a letter once that he was sick on malaria. He, on the front he had 
the malaria and they keep him behind the front, you know, and he will be right away able, 
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he have already medals. I say, “We don’t need medals. We need you.” I wrote him a letter, 
“We need you.” I wrote him in Jewish a letter, that that censor shouldn’t be so fast, you 
know. And later I received a letter from a friend which was with him, that he saw him. 
Later I spoke to him. When he saw him he was already dead, but he didn’t want to write. 
He is buried in a brother’s, in a brother, in a brother grave. How do you call it? 

HR: A mass grave. 
HS: A mass grave, a mass grave in the village of Chusovkiye. So, this was, it 

was 1942. My mother was in very terrible condition. Everybody was hungary. I devised a 
different, with this, I start to grow potatoes. I ask permission from the city hall to get a 
piece of land, and I started to grow potatoes and cabbage. And there was, over there I find 
out on the railroad they was loading horses for the army. Well I was collecting that manure, 
you know, carrying home ten miles. And I was soaked through with that, this. And I will 
tell you a story, that I started with that potatoes growing, the whole city started to grow 
potatoes. And my mother, you know, and we had permission from the place where the 
father was working. We was getting still, we could take out bones and heads and this. And 
my mother still was continuing cooking for the other people. Because the other people was, 
the people, our people was dying for hunger. In [unclear], dying for hunger. It was over 
there a, there was over there a barber from Warsaw. He was from hunger started to be 
paralyzed. He had no, he couldn’t walk on his legs. And my mother was every day 
delivering him food to his house. One friend what I was with him in the army, when they 
sent him home, you remember what I say, he, they took him later in a different, they took 
him and mobilized him again to the army, they have a child. She with him was dying from 
hunger. We took the child to us. We was bringing up, you know? And he have a brother 
what was working with my father. He was arrested for stealing a piece of meat and was left 
only a mother with a small child. She was dying from hunger and from the hunger, she 
went crazy. And she was telling to that child that she will cook her up for a soup. The child 
ran away. We took that child to us. We was bringing up by us that child. And she come at 
night to our window knocking on the door and, “Give me back my child!” And the next 
day, she died. And we have to bury her. This was winter time, and you’re cursing people 
that to die in winter, because you can’t bury them. The government doesn’t do nothing. 
And I was carrying that woman on a sleigh. Only three people we went to the cemetery. 
And you can’t, you have to make a fire to make warm the ground. So I saw that somebody 
is digging a ground already deep. So, I told them, “I will give you a liter of vodka. Let me 
make near.” So I give him the vodka and he make two graves in one grave and put her in. 
You see, either to die in winter time is a curse, a curse in Russian. 

So, and this was, it’s so, you know. And my mother was start to be so very bad sick 
from that everything. Oh, and I wanted to tell you. I started to be in the fire department 
bigger and bigger. And I get a apartment from that fire department in the... 

HR: In the same building? 
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HS: In the same building. And little by little I took over the management from 
that whole department. I have officially above me a person. Now he was only involved 
with drinking, and everything went over my, in mine hands. And I organized the whole 
department. I was afraid I am going, you know, this is just accidentally I come to this. And 
I was afraid, I have to develop a whole strategy what, how I will do this. And so I was 
thinking I will go strictly by the letter of the law, that you see, from greatness in Russia to 
prison is just only a small step. I started to be in the city a personality. Because over there 
the fire department is not only fire department. The fire department is a power. You can go 
to every factory. I developed a [unclear] department. This was on paper everything. No, it 
was never applied because they was, you know, backward people they wasn’t doing. And 
I have, I read the whole literature, the whole instruction what was coming, and I was doing, 
I put this everything to life. And they was coming commissions from Vologda from 
Moscow. And they was, you know, shocked what I did, and how I did and why I did. And 
they let me do it everything, you know? I just exactly did what the law permit me, you 
know? I developed, you see, we was a near front city, not far. I developed a fire protection 
for the whole city that this was, on paper was everything. Now nobody put this in practice. 
And so I make from mine fireman teachers, they was going to houses and make people, ten 
people, teach them what you will do in such a situation, what you will do in such a situation, 
what to do in such situation. And people from other cities start to come to learn what we 
was doing. Now, I put together, let’s see that all factories have fire departments. On paper, 
they’re under mine control. Only on paper they was. I maked from this one unit, one 
strategic unit. Let’s see the railroad have a train. I put it in in mine strategic part. The 
shipyard have a ship in the Zagotzerno where they have the loading the grains have trucks. 
I made from this one fire plan. And if I can accomplish something with my technique, I 
just mobilized them, and they’re going to do the job. So, you know, I made from this a 
whole fortress. And it was very impressive for the city and they start, you know, I was 
already the head and they was calling in to city hall for, give reference how to protect 
schools, how to protect hospitals, how to protect this. And with the same thing I was a 
strange person. I was never accepted in the Russian society. Either by the people what was 
coming, checking me, from the headquarters, from Moscow and from Volograd. Comes a 
politruk, the head from poly-, Vliahanov. They was coming telling me, my people, you 
know, he say, “You be on alert. This is a strange person in our midst.” And I know that 
people from me was going every week to the NKVD, reporting on me. And I have to let 
them go, only I know where they’re going. She say that a woman Zorina, she goes this and 
this. I say, “She goes to the military department. And I know what she have to do over 
there.” And I know that Galebov, his name, that lieutenant Galebov, he is the head of the 
all informers. So I took that girl and I told her every week what she had to say over there. 
Do you understand? Because what I can do? And later, you see, I start to improve the whole 
living situation in the fire department. If I have so many people, and I have so many trucks, 
I went, let’s see, to the factory what makes clothing. I say, “I can give you five people to 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

The audiotaped interview is the primary source record 
for this transcript which was produced in partnership with Gratz College



work in transportation.” This was very, it was not available. “If you give me for the people 
so much and so much clothing.” Every director have let’s see, five percent a fund what he 
can utilize for the welfare from the factory. So I say, “I will give you trucks and I will give 
you people. And you give me clothing for the people.” And he say, “You have a deal.” I 
went to the shoe factory. “I will give you people, you give me shoes.” To the Vod--spirit 
factory, “I’ll give you this, you give me that.” And they was giving me. And we was living 
in very good comfort. And I went to the city hall and I say, “Give me a field. I with my 
people put on potatoes and everything and cabbage and a half will be for us, and a half will 
be private for every person.” And you should see how we, and you should see what was 
private they make a good job. What was for us they didn’t do a good job, you know? And 
so I developed, you know, all kind of things and they like it. 

Let’s see that, I told you about that system, that old fashioned system, the heating 
system was out of order? I throw this everything out and I make ovens in every room. And 
I went to the... 

HR: Central heating. 
HS: I throw it away because I didn’t have a reserve part. Later I went to the city, 

I say, “I need now wood. Because I have so many ovens.” I sent people to the forest and 
they was cutting trees. And I went, I took a ship with a barge. And we went over there and 
we start to load the ship. We come over there, the river was too narrow, too small. The 
barge wasn’t going in. And mine enemies was already happy. Now I am in trouble. How 
we will load the wood? I took mine key people together. I say, “What we will do now?” I 
say, “How we make a bridge? The ship stays a little further. Let’s make a bridge.” And the 
Russians, they need only idea. They start to work with their axes; in two days they have a 
bridge and we loaded up the wood. I get later a medal for this, you know? 

So everything was okay, and everything was fine, and I started to develop a, how 
to say it, Jews. I was in touch with in all hospitals you have Jewish doctors, you have Jewish 
the suppliers, you know? You know, everybody is separate. And I find people they was 
dying for hunger. I was walking on the street and I see a person lying on there, dying on 
the street. I go to him and I say, “Oy, oy, you know?” 

HR: You know he’s a Jew? 
HS: A Jewish thing, and I say to him, “Amkhu?20” And he pick up his head. He 

say, “Yah.” Amkhu is Jewish in Hebrew. I took him on my shoulders. I took him home, 
already to where I was living. And we brought him to life. We feed him and you know, and 
then later I have to give him a job. I do something. I went to the hospital to ones from my 
friends and I say, “Listen, I need a job for a person.” And they give him a job for him. And 
later he start to steal. It’s a usual Jewish story. They say, “Let’s send him away.” So we 
sent him away with the sick soldiers, you know what goes away? 

HR: Why do you say it’s a usual Jewish story? 

20Meaning: “Are you Jewish?” 
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HS: Well, in Russia... 
HR: In that time period? 
HS: In that time, yes. In Russia there is no other way to exist. There is no other 

way. You will, let’s see you was making 200 ruble a week, a month. For 200 ruble we was 
getting one bread. 

HR: So not only Jews had to do it. Everybody did it. 
HS: Other people had other supplies. They have the sources in the villages. They 

was hungry, they went to the village and they... 
HR: They had relatives. 
HS: Relatives. 
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Tape fourteen, side two: 
 
HR: This is an interview with Mr. Henry Skorr, side seven [side two], June 28th, 

1983. 
HS: And this way we develop such a organization that if somebody Jew need 

help, I have a way to give him a job and I have a way how to send him away if he is in 
danger. The same thing, we had a, our department, the NKVD was very antisemitic. There 
was over there a special, a one, a young lieutenant what he was official antisemitic. And to 
being willing and to be able to stay in the back not to go to the front, he devised all kind 
schemes that he is fighting spies. And he developed a scheme that our Jewish community 
there are spies. And he arrested maybe 20 people, including the barber where my mother 
was bringing him food. And he took us, took me and my mother at night to the NKVD that 
we should give testimony that the other guy was talking against Russia and saying that 
Germany is good, and that we was bringing in food. And we have to decline. We have to 
say it’s not true. We never yeah, they put in my mouth that I was saying to that guy, “Don’t 
say nothing against Russia. Russia is very good.” Just making me the good one and he is 
the bad one. And the end was that they arrested that guy. He, and that guy had a sister, and 
he was forcing that sister to say that his brother is talking against the Russians. And that 
sister admitted that he was talking. They arrested him. They arrested his wife. They arrested 
the other people, that they find the anti-Russian conspiracy, and they send them in maybe 
about 15 years of prison. The end was after a year he died in prison, his wife died in prison. 
They have a small child and they took it to a government house. And when my mother 
went to go to visit that child, they call up to the NKVD to say that she have no right to visit 
the child. After a year the child died. I just want to give the atmosphere what was going on 
in that time. And they’re saying my mother, meeting the Jewish soldiers on the bazaar, 
invite them to our house, where they could pray. And I was very much afraid to let them 
pray in our house. And my mother say, “Who are we that we shouldn’t let Jews pray?” 
Hearing already that argument I didn’t argue with my mother. I let them pray by us. This 
was a part, they was from the wild division. They was really arrestons [phonetic], the 
arrested people. And they was belonging to the wild division. This is a division what they 
send on the first fire. And what happened with the people, I don’t know later. 

So the time was going until 1943, until we had the news from my brother, from my 
father. And a little trouble come to my house. And come out a order in that time from Stalin 
to take all Polish people to form a new Polish Army. How probably, you know, there was 
in the beginning a Polish Army, Anders’ Army21. Only they was made from the all 
refugees, from Jews and from Gentiles. And they was mobilized in middle Asia. And from 
there they went to Persia and to the Middle East and they was fighting with the British. 
They didn’t want to fight with the Russians. They was very antisemitic. And they was very 

21Army unit comprised of Polish men whom the Russians had put in prison camps and formed after 
Germany invaded Russia. 
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anti-Russian and very antisemitic. In that time later they formed a organization from the 
Polish patriots, under the leadership from the Communist writer, Wanda Vasilerska. And 
they make a Polish Army, the division of Kostiushko. In that time they mobilized all 
available people from Poland. Or they was in the Red Army or they was in prison. They 
collect everybody and they send to that army. This was in Divobo v Riazani, not far from 
Moscow. I was mobilized too and mine boys, the two other boys, was mobilized. And my 
sister was mobilized. And there was no way to avoid it. Mine the headquarter in Vologda 
was fighting to, that I shouldn’t go to the Polish Army. No, they couldn’t do nothing 
because they told them straight, “This is a order, a personal order from Stalin. Everybody, 
everyone was going.” My sister was released because she had a heart condition. Yeah, she 
still have heart condition now in Israel. And this was a little relief for me that my mother 
wouldn’t be alone. I forgot to tell that I mobilized mine brother and put him in the fire 
department. 

HR: The blind brother? 
HS: Yes, the blind brother. He was... 
HR: He wasn’t totally blind. 
HS: Not totally blind. One eye was total blind and one was around 70, 80 

percent. I just put him in just to be over there and he should be safe from the army. And in 
that time a other horror struck that I find out that family what they ran away with us from 
Kalisz to Russia, they disappeared in Ukraina when the war start, when the Germans 
overran the Russians. It was left only a small brother and a sister. They went to, evacuated 
to Kirgizia. In that time it was so bad over there that that boy died of hunger. And I find it 
out from my relatives what was in the Komi A.S.S.R. and we took that girl, Esther, to us, 
and she was living too with us until we went to Israel. 

Now when this was the mobilization, when they mobilized me, I just look on my 
mother’s face, and I saw that I have to do something. I can’t abandon her alone. She was 
all broken with her heart what’s happening to us. Now I had no, I didn’t know plans what 
to do. No I start already to think something. When we come to Vologda, from Cherepovetz 
to Vologda, to the head of mobilization point, over there was already a few Jewish boys 
from other parts from the Vologda province. And there was a few Gentile boys already 
from the prisons what they was released. And already they start the antisemitic remarks 
about Jews and this and that. Being already a Russian officer and experienced in their ways 
and way of talking, I went in to the commissar and I explained the situation how it is. He 
say he can do nothing because this depended from Stalin. Well, I see I can’t do nothing. 
We was waiting a few more days. And come in a train with other future Polish soldiers 
from other camps, from that Belobozhnitsa province. When we come in to the wagon, they-
-it was a full wagon with Polaks and Polish girls. And they right away started to laugh on 
us and with the old Polish antisemitic slogans, you know? And I already saw in this a 
opening for my plan what I have to do. I told to my boys, I told them before, “I am working 
on a plan how to get rid, get out from the Polish Army to the Russian Army. I can’t tell 
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you how because I don’t know yet. Now you have to listen to me and do what I say.” When 
the Polaks start to insult us with the this and we start and one give us a little push, I just 
give a order to my boys, “Start to beat them up.” And we start a battle in that wagon, in 
that space. And then we started to beat each other up. I know the, good school of fighting. 
We beat them up very nicely, until that, what was the, that man what was leading us, the, 
a Captain Popov, a Cossack, a wounded Cossack, and he say, “What’s happening?” And I 
took him over on the side. I say, “I am a Russian officer too. I’m going to the Polish Army. 
You see what this is. I no want to go to the Polish Army because I know if they, not the 
Germans will kill us, they will kill us. You see what’s going on with this.” He say, “What 
can I help you?” I say, “You can’t help me nothing now. Just I want from you one thing. 
Take the papers from us and don’t give them over there to the Polish command. Just tell 
them that you have here 20 Jewish boys what are Jews, not Polaks, and they no want to go 
to the Polish Army. Just do me that favor.” And he separate us in the wagon that we was 
separate. And we say, “Don’t give our documents in the Polish hands. Just tell to who you 
have to tell over there on the Russian side that you have 20 Jewish boys who no want to 
go. And if you do this I will give you how much vodka you want and how much money 
you want, because I collected all the money and all the vodka from all my people.” And I 
say, “You do just what I say. And you listen to me. If you agree,” I had with him a, such a 
confidence, “if you agree not to go to the Polish Army, if something will go wrong, say it’s 
my fault. I am accepting if something will go wrong, that it was mine idea, that you’re not 
involved. Now, if it be successful, I will take you out from the Polish Army. And only you 
have to listen to me if you agree with me.” And we make such a [unclear], you know, and 
they listen to mine plan and they will do it. And I told him, “If something went wrong, say 
you don’t know nothing. I did it.” You see, I didn’t want that more people should suffer. If 
something happened, it’s enough one will suffer. 

He come to the stantsia zhivovo [phonetic]. This is where it start the Polish camp, 
not far from Yalzania [phonetic] on the river Oka. This stantsia was, this station was 
bombed, you know? And the whole shtab was in a railroad car. Over there was sitting in 
one side a table like this--Russian officers, and one side was sitting Polish officers. And 
that Popov went in and he say, “I give over two hundred people. And here is 20 Jewish 
boys from Poland what no want to go to the Polish Army. What should I do with them?” 
And it was start a big concentration, you know? And when we come with the train, I saw 
over there a corporal, you know what’s a corporal is from the army? 

HR: A corporal. 
HS: A corporal. And I figure he is Jewish. I went to him and I say, “Amkhu?” 

And he say, “Yes.” I say, “What’s the situation?” He said, “Tsi!” Tsi [phonetic] means run! 
This means that my plan was right, that for the Jewish people is not so good. I saw already 
a Polish gendarme leading a soldier under the bayonet. I saw already the Polish system. 
So, when I come in to that and he say, he come out, that Popov, and say to me, “I told him 
this. The papers I give, I have the papers. I didn’t give them to the Polak.” And a few more 
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minutes, they called me in over there, to that train. And I have to make the decision of my 
life what I have to do. I saw over there the Polish over there. I see the Polish hammers, you 
know, already mad. And I decided to go the full line, because there is no way back. Or I 
will get the bullet, if I have to go to the Polaks, I will not survive one day. If I will be forced 
to go, they will kill me. So, I told him, “This is the story. I am not a Polak. I am a Jew. And 
this is the same Polaks what we was always before, they was killing us before. They was 
helping the Germans killing us, and they will kill us now too. And if I have to die I want 
to die in the Red Army,” I say. “I want to fight [in] the Red Army, and to save mine people.” 
That’s the whole story. This, it was a whole this, and I saw the Russian officers are very 
sympathetic to me. You can analyze in their eyes. It was a very big, you know, I say, “What 
is this?” I told him, “We was just in the train,” I say, “from Vologda to here, they beat us 
up.” I didn’t say that we beat them up. “They already beat us up. So what kind of brothers 
are they to us? What kind of soldiers are these? I’ll tell you what they are. They are killers, 
not better than the Germans. They helped the Germans kill us and they will kill us now.” 
And they say, “Okay, go out.” I went out, and they sent away the Polish people. In that 
time that Polak, you know, that Dolgovitch, in the railroad, in the train when he was going, 
he was with the Polaks. He wasn’t already with the Jews. And over there, he falls on me, 
“Henry, maybe you can save me!” I say, “You go to hell. Now you are again a brother? 
You was just with the Polaks.” So we was waiting on that station. He was leading the 
Polaks to the army, and we have to wait a day until he bring them back. We have to hide 
ourselves. We was over there a [unclear] in the grass, because the Polak was looking for 
us. They would kill us at night. Now I make a whole, you know, people was watching, you 
know, until that Popov come back. That Popov come back, they call me in back to that 
railroad and I say, “Now what will be?” I say, “I am ready to go to the Russian Army.” 

They give me a letter and I went with that letter to a, this was only a field position, 
right? In a train. I have to give that okay from a higher. This was a 60 miles I had go by 
train and with that envelope. And I come in and report, you know. I was still in Russian 
clothing. And I have the impression that that guy was a Jew who was reading. He read that 
letter and he was so smiling at me. And he say, “Molodets.” You know what’s molodets? 
Good man. And he put on a stamp and I don’t know what was in. And he close it and go 
back. I went back to the same train. Train, this was a not a train like, and that train, it didn’t 
want to stop on this station. 

HR: Oh God. 
HS: And I have to jump. And I jump and I break my teeth. And I tear, because 

the train was going so fast, and I tear mine everything to blood. No it’s nothing. And we 
went, and I saved the boys. And I saying the same story. We went back to Moscow, to 
Vologda, and in Vologda, from Moscow I asked that Popova permission to call Vologda. 
And I call up mine, the headquarter from the fire department in Vologda and I told them 
this and this the story. And they already was working over there through them. When we 
come over there, he was already, that head was already over there, with his car. And he 
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say, “Henry, you go back to Cherepovetz.” He already arranged everything. He was 
Colonel Nikitin. He liked me very much. I had trouble with him once. He want to make me 
a big inspector far away, in the virgin territories. To be a inspector, a head like big from 
Poland. Only, with my mother, you know, I say, “Where I will take my mother to the 
goyim? Here she have a few ” And I told to that Nikitin, “How I will take…” And he say, 
“You are dictating to your mother or your mother is dictating to you?” I was wearing a coat 
still from Poland. I had from my father a coat. You know what I did? I took off my coat 
and I give it to him. And he accept it, a gabardine coat. They, I want to show you what they 
are--a big colonel, you know? Nikitin. 

HR: Mmm hmm, he took the coat. 
HS: Because once he, when I was over there, he said, “What kind of beautiful 

coat is this?” You know... 
HR: Yes. 
HS: Of material gabardine, you know, a British--“I would need this for my son.” 

Well I didn’t know when he, later, we have the graduation, and this was a course of 
upgrading the kommand sostav, you know? So they did me a big favor. They advanced me, 
and I didn’t want. So I went to him, I say, “I can’t do this.” And so I didn’t say nothing, I 
just took off my coat and put [unclear]. He said, “[unclear].” This I want to give you such 
a background. So, and he was waiting already with the car, in that kerosin punkt, from that 
mobilization point. And that other boy was with me, the Polak [unclear] was Polaks, and 
the other boys went. They went, one from Griazovets and one from the other kind of point. 
And I tell them, call, I make a phone call. You see, a phone call here it means a phone call. 
Over there is a whole... 

HR: [unclear]. 
HS: Oh my God a phone call, you know. From one town to the other, fifty years 

ago in the war time. And I called with that phone, I called my mother. And she tell, and I 
say, “Mother,” and she tell me, “I know you’ll come back.” 

HR: She’s still in Chere-... 
HS: She’s still in that fire department. 
HR: Chere-... 
HS: In Cherepovetz. 
HR: Cherepovetz. 
HS: Yeah. So, and this was, let’s see, and this was 1943. And with that all things 

what’s was going on, we start to be a little more active in the Polish things. It start already 
after the big battles in Stalingrad and the big battles after the [unclear], and Kiev was 
already taken, you know? We start already smell with the, going to the Polish border, you 
know? And the atmosphere start to be a little more easy. And my sister start to be active 
with the Polish, and we was figuring we would like… 

HR: She was in the Polish Army, your sister? 
HS: Yeah, now they released her with the heart condition. 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

The audiotaped interview is the primary source record 
for this transcript which was produced in partnership with Gratz College



HR: Right, yeah. 
HS: Released her, yeah. They released her with the heart condition. You see, 

and I was so, I was much involved with the, I started to be more accepted in the Russian 
society, you know? I was started to be more invited to big people in this, and they was very 
friendly with me. I am surprising. They was so open with me. They was all anti-Soviet. 
And how they was not afraid to talk to me, you know? 

HR: But somehow... 
HS: Big people. I mean, you know, I have to give a fact of Nina 

Blagoveshchenskaya, Nina Michaylovna. She was later, she was made later the Minister 
of Health in the Tatarian Republic. Her husband was killed on the front, a doctor. How is 
his name? Oh, I forgot his name, a big man in Cherepovetz. His, she was in the, she told 
me the whole Jewish-Russian story, how her parents were, how his parents was against that 
he married a goyim, and how she was so antisemitic, brought up in that Russian Siberian, 
sibiriachka, in Siberian way, so against Jews, you know? Brought up this way. And she 
says she sucked that antisemitism with her mother’s milk. And when she saw--I’m just 
thinking about his name--and when she saw the Jewish living, the Jewish life, such more 
inspired, such more spiritual, then she start to like the Jews. And she married that guy. And 
she started to be so pro-Jewish. She say, “Only Jews survived in Russia that are so flexible. 
Good Russian people all destroyed because they’re not enough flexible. A Jewish person 
is bending a little, not surrendering, just bending.” She, I’m just telling this, the words, 
how, yes. And she say, “You should run from here. You shouldn’t stay from here.” And I 
say, “How are you not afraid to talk to me so?” She say, “I am not afraid. You will not 
denounce me. Now, you just don’t dare to stay here.” 

Oh I have doctors in the--a doctor in the hospital no. 78 and he wasn’t even Jew, 
and he say, “If you can put me in your suitcase!” You know, they say, you know, I was a 
witness how a Russian Soviet drunk, they was running around in the street, you see that he 
was not afraid. And they brought him back, the police. And the Jewish head he comes and 
he say, “You Parshivi Jew! You Jewish scum!” You know, I was a witness. “You Jewish 
this and you Jewish that! We will kill you, you know!” And you know, and hundreds of 
soldiers around, you know? And you just bend down your head and you drink it, you know? 

So, you see him, and this was so, it started to grow in you. You are, I’m already a 
big person and they know me with this and that. And the NKVD and everywhere. And I 
know they have such a book on me. Where they will, when there will be a need, you know, 
they will take it out. 

I have to tell you a other story. When I come back from the Polish Army, they call 
me up to the NKVD, a higher from the NKVD. And he say, “You know, you have to read 
for us Polish and Jewish letters.” In Russia there is not a thing to say, “No, I will no read.” 
You know what this means? That I should censor... 

HR: Polish. 
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HS: Polish, Jewish, Ukrainian, Czechish, everything what I understand what 
they no understand. And I have to develop a whole strategy how I have to warn the people. 
Because they was writing such bitter things, you know, in Russia. 

HR: Sure. 
HS: And I had to, you see, mine a girl that, a captain in the NKVD was giving 

me the letters, [unclear]. And I have to be to her very friendly, that she should tell me when 
they are investigating my letters. You see they, she say, “Henry, tomorrow I send away to 
Moscow to check my letters.” And you see, people was sending such, writing such things. 
I was trying to... 

HR: [unclear]. 
HS: Mark it for a extinction, how do you call it, that they shouldn’t be able, or 

to destroy it. You know, I was walking such a very narrow line. And I have to say, to talk 
to people, and to warn them. Let’s say I go upstairs, that same Novo, you know, what was 
arresting and making such a big this, start to be my friend and he start to ask me, “What 
about that other guy? What…” You know, that same lieutenant what maked a big trial for 
the people, when he sees me over there, he started to ask me about the other people. And I 
say, “I am not in touch with the other people. I live in a government house. They’re not 
coming to me, you know.” I just right away cut him off. And still I have to say to my 
mother, “Mother, talk to him that he shouldn’t do this, shouldn’t do that, you know.” And 
it was a very narrow line we have to run. And people shouldn’t know it. And not only 
people shouldn’t, people should be warned about the danger, you know? 

Okay, now what? Now we, time to go to Poland, right? And it comes the time after 
that whole horror, after we, you know, and we make it very fast, we hear that they come to 
the Polish border. They took over. They come to Lublin. They come to Warsaw, and start 
to come the literature from our trouble, about the Warsaw Ghetto, about the mass 
destructions, about that whole thing, you know? Come back soldiers, Jewish soldiers what 
was in the army, our soldiers, yeah. 

HR: In the Red Army. 
HS: They was in the Red Army, yes. 
HR: And they knew. 
HS: And they knew and they saw, you know, and they see that whole horror. 

And come the time when they was start to talk about going back to Poland, that we are 
official going back is not such a simple thing. You have to be official Polish-Russian 
agreement to go back. 

HR: Why did you want to go back? 
HS: What will we do in Russia? 
HR: Weren’t you afraid to go to Poland? 
HS: Yes, I was afraid. Only you see that Popov what I told you, what I mention 

a few times, he was in the Russian Army. He come back, and I have with him a little 
discussion. I say, “I was afraid to go back to Poland.” And he said, “You stupid guy. In 
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here you will be? In Poland you no have to be, you’ll be able to go to Israel.” For this first 
time I hear, “You will go to America! It’s a open world!” 

HR: Yeah, but from Russia you couldn’t get out. 
HS: From Russia you not only you can’t go out. From Russia you can’t talk 

either. You can’t mention that word. “So you are afraid to go back to Poland?” So when it 
comes that I, when Polish government made a agreement with the Russian about 
repatriation, so we signed up we want to go back to Poland. They call me to the NKVD. 

HR: But listen, how is it that they didn’t find out that you didn’t want to go in 
the Polish Army? You know, this is not part of, this was not... 

HS: [unclear]. 
HR: Nobody knew this. 
HS: We come on, how they find out, let’s see a, in one day I was an unreliable 

to accept to the parachute descent. 
HR: Right. 
HS: And later I was going so big, do you know what I was doing? You know 

what kind what I was checking or what kind airports, what kind factories and the prison. 
And prisoners of war, I was coming in to checking the prisoners of war, sixteen generals, 
German generals. I kept them standing an hour. There is a law in Russia. When I come in 
to checking, they had to stay achtung. You know what’s achtung? 

HR: Yeah, yeah. 
HS: I kept them an hour standing and I had a whole lecture with them. And I 

say, “You know who before you’re standing? You’re staying before a Jewish boy from 
Poland what survive you, what destroy you, and what will kill you all!” And you say, “This 
is...” now, and I was doing some work. I didn’t mention this because we want to go faster 
through. I had a once trouble. They bombed the electro station. Not this far from the town. 
And I went in with--to do the job. And I saved, I went in in the fire, knowing the location, 
everything. I cover myself with water and I went in to open the steam, that it shouldn’t be 
a explosion. Now by going back, we have to go with the river. I couldn’t go, I pushed the 
[unclear] down. And the river was very weak. And I had no way to go a different way. And 
I decided to go with the river. And mine people was very antisemitic. My shof- 
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Tape fifteen, side one: 
 
HR: This is a tape with Mr. Henry Skorr, July the 5th, 1983, side one. 
HS: And going, I am continuing, I am going back with the river, with the 

Sheksna River, with the cars, with mine trucks, how I explained before. The ice was very 
weak. And I could only succeed to go on the ice if I was going very fast, that the ice can’t 
crumble behind the heaviness from the truck. Now how I say, I have a driver, Keplinichev. 
He just come back a year from the army where he went in. And he was very antisemitic, 
and very antagonistic from me. First of all, he was antisemitic. Second, I didn’t let him do 
unlawful things. And when I was going to work with our truck what I had a permission 
from the NKVD, to the base of a tzerno, this means from the grain company where the 
kolkhozen bring in the grains, I saw he want to steal grain, putting in a bag. It’s clear that I 
would be responsible if the guard by the gate stopped us and control us. I would be 
responsible for his behavior. The guard, they really couldn’t check me because the guard 
was, on the gate was under my control. This was a part from the fire department. Only I 
didn’t want to permit a person to steal when we are doing official work. And when I told 
him to take away, put back that grain, he start to curse me in Russian. And, “You Jew!” 
And, “You bastard!” And you this and that, and, “I will kill you!” And he take out that iron 
for the wheels what we use this, and he want to hit me. I take out my gun and I force him 
to put down that iron. And I arrest him in mine place, and I make against him a case for the 
prosecution. And it’s amazing that the [unclear] of prosecution was a woman, a Jewish 
woman. And she told me, “Listen, I don’t believe that we should make this a case. He is 
antisemitic and he’s this. Forget about it.” She didn’t want to. I say, “I am a officer. I am a 
leader from that unit and he makes me against, threats against me. And he insult me like 
being a Jew. And you tell me that I shouldn’t press charges?” I say, “Still I believe that I 
will press charges.” And I left the papers by her. She was a girl, a young girl, from Romania 
from Kishinev. I had with her a few discussions. Now she wasn’t one to bring up a case. 
And that driver, when he was still, he was working by us. And that driver, if I told him, 
“Drive fast,” he was afraid and he start to drive slower. When he start to drive slow, we 
went in with our wheels in that ice what was broken, because it was already April and not 
a long time ago the Germans was bombing that ice and the ice was weak. In that cars, and 
the truck start to collapse to the back wheels. I just give out a order, “Run from the car!” 
And I give a order to my people, not far they was fixing a ship. I took two big timber, and 
I put this under the car just to keep it up the load. And when I want to pull it out, like you 
pull out a anchor from a ship, you know, I start to make a movement and the whole truck 
went under the ice. It was a very tragic moment for me and I am standing so near this and 
I was thinking, “Should I jump in? Should I kill myself?” No. And this is, I get a sign. 
When I start to be sorry for, when a person start to be sorry for himself, he right away think 
about self-destruction. Why I am saying this? That for such a thing, and having my 
environment, and having the, a witness, that driver that he didn’t want to go, I force him 
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by order, I could get 15 to 25 years in prison. They can make me a sabotage. Only how I 
say before, when I have, took over that responsible job I was studying the whole law what 
was involved around this. How I have to conduct myself, say, and not to be in violation of 
law. And if something happened wrong, because in Russia everything can happening 
wrong, if somebody want to do something against you, I should have the protection of the 
law. The law say if I go into an operation, I have to be in connection with the NKVY. My 
straight head was the Major Grigoriev from the NKVD. 

HR: What is NKVD? 
HS: NKVD, this is the mili-, this is the police department. 
HR: The police. 
HS: And the fire department is a part from the police department. So when we 

make such major moves, always by law, by our internal status, not status. Law, how they 
call like in the army, they have codex. 

HR: Codes. Codes. 
HS: Codes, that I should report to him, “I’m doing this and this. I go this and 

this. Happened this and this.” I was caring very much to doing this. And my number six 
person in mine car was my connection. And we didn’t have in that time very developed 
communication. So, the procedure was, I give a order to the number six, “Go to the closest 
telephone and report to that Major Grigoriev this this and this.” When I, after that fire, what 
I successfully put it out and saved that local [unclear] what was providing steam for the 
temporary electro station, I told to that man, to my number six, I believe [unclear] was his 
name, “Go report to the Major that the fire is extinguished. We can’t going back with the 
road because the truck is under ice. And I send out people to find out the ice is still carrying 
the load. And should I get permission to go with the ice?” He come back to me and he say 
that that Major Grigoriev permit me to go with the ice. So, with one thing I was covered. 
If something would happen, I was covered by law. I give a order to my people and we start 
marching a few miles through the--the truck was in the water. Only by the when I tried to 
save it I put a cable to the front wheels so the cable was on top on the ice and the truck was 
in, deep in the water. Only I was happy what I saved the people. We marched to the 
direction to the city, and we come to the river vokzal, to the river station. And I give over 
there again a order, a mobilization order to the fire department from the river 
administration, that they should be on alert of something happening because we are out of 
circulation. And the same night, when I come to this, to my station with my people, very 
depressed, and I was very afraid what will happen in the future; 2:00 at night the Major 
Grigoriev called me in. This is their normal procedure. The NKVD doesn’t call you in 
during the day. They call you in during the night. I come to that, to him, and I report. And 
the first thing I say, “Comrade Major, how many years I will get for this?” You know, I 
want to, and he looks so on me. He say, “Tovarisch Skorrupa. Don’t be a durak, don’t be 
a stupid. You did what you can. You did a good job. You saved the electro station. You 
saved the automobile. We will carry out. We will pull out the truck from the water.” So, 
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and I would say he was always sympathetic to me. He was a very rough, a really Bolshevik, 
from the beginning, from the 20 years, very rough and strong man, very un-cut, you know, 
I would say. No, I was with him always straight, and always doing what have to be done 
because he was my only protection if something would happen in the future. And he say, 
“You just write me a report. Everything what it was. Because it will come in a special 
commission from the province from Vologda, to check that whole story, the whole 
implication.” And probably I told him about that driver, Kipleinchev. He knows before that 
I make a case against him. And they probably will check everything. “It wouldn’t be 
advisable,” he say, “that you should be here.” I will send you out for two weeks to a rayon 
[storage depot], and you go over there and instruct a fire protection on the grain collection.” 
He wanted to get me that I shouldn’t be around when they come, the higher officers, you 
know? And they will again find out that I am a Polak and I’m this and that. 

And he did. I went for two weeks on a komandirovka. I believe it was [unclear], 
such a rayon center. And everything was the commission accept the whole story and after 
this I wasn’t punished. That was it. It was sent out a letter to the whole administration of 
the fire department with a citation for me that I did such a outstanding job and everything 
was okay. And he sent me, it was this in winter time, in the end of winter near April, to a 
admiral, to the, he was standing Donyetska Flotilia, the katera the missile boats, the 
Donyetska Flotilia was standing in winter time in our town. So he sent me to that admiral 
to get from him a equipage from him, people going in the water. How do you call, they 
build a [unclear]? What go in... 

HR: You mean to go underground? 
HS: Right. In the water. 
HR: Submarine? 
HS: In the water. And he give me a equipage from six people with all 

instruments. They went under the water. They straighten out the machine, and they brought 
a tractor in and they pull it out. And it cost me a few cases of vodka. I have to go to the 
factory what makes vodka and they give me vodka. Because I have to give them vodka 
every day and every night. Now this is what it was. 

HR: Sea divers. 
HS: Sea divers, correct. 
HR: Sea divers. 
HS: They were very big, very powerful boys, you know. Later I couldn’t get rid 

of them. They was always coming back to me. Why I’m giving that episode? The episode 
is very important because it was already coming the time in 1944 and 1945 when we start 
already talking about Poland. The Red Army was already going back, was already on the 
border from Russia and Poland. And they’re crossing already on the border. And we was 
already listening in the did I talk about this before? We already intend to start to think about 
going back to Poland. 

HR: You did, yeah. 
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HS: And my sister start to be active in that Soyuz Polskikh Patriotov. This is a 
congregation of Polish patriots. And our population, the Jewish population, start already to 
talk about going back to Poland. And they organized in Moscow the Polish patriots 
association from former Polish citizens. And they call it Polish patriots under the leadership 
of Wanda Wasilevska, a Polish writer, a Communistic writer. And mine, I didn’t want to 
be active in this, because I didn’t like the Polaks. 

HR: This is what I want to understand... 
HS: Yes. 
HR: Is that you as a Polish Jew felt that naturally the Germans were your 

enemies. 
HS: Yeah, right. 
HR: But you felt that the Poles... 
HS: Yes, correct. 
HR: Were just as much your enemies but you still wanted to go back just to find 

what is left in... 
HS: I wanted to go back for two reasons: to find what is left, and to, I was very 

afraid of Russia. 
HR: That you would be stuck in Russia. 
HS: Not only I would be stuck. Sooner or later I would be in prison. Everything 

what I was doing was tolerated. It was in war time. Now not in the light of the Russian law. 
The old thing, if somebody wanted to bury me for any movement what I was doing over 
there, putting away trucks for private use, sure the collective was benefiting because my 
people was benefiting. They had more food. They have more shoes. They have more 
clothing. No this was officially illegal. This was only done because it’s the war time. And 
I was doing. And if somebody want just to say, and I’m sure everything how I told you in 
the beginning, everything was reported on me to the NKVD.  

HR: Well supposing you gave a message to number six, and he didn’t like you, 
and he’s going to the telephone, he could say what he wants to say. 

HS: And he comes back with the report that he, no, it wasn’t so tragic that he 
didn’t like me. 

HR: Or if he... 
HS: His... 
HR: Wants to get even with you or whatever. 
HS: Yeah, if he wanted... 
HR: Also... 
HS: …to get even with me, who wants to get even with me can get even a half 

a minute and I can get a bullet. It’s enough that somebody say that I say, “Stalin is no 
good.” 

HR: And that’s it. 
HS: And that’s it. No have to be a trial, don’t have to be nothing. 
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HR: And they don’t have to prove anything. 
HS: No have to prove nothing. I will give you a example. My [unclear] soldier, 

his name was Topachov. He went on the bazaar, on the free market, to buy a herring. Was 
exactly a herring over there to buy. He took the herring, and there is no paper what to wrap 
it. So there was a store open not far with pictures from political literature with Stalin. He 
had no paper. He have no books. He have nothing. Now, portraits from the leaders we have 
how much we want. He bought such a paper and he wrapped that herring. And he was, 
with the insignia from the fire department. That woman what saw what he is doing, they 
report him to the NKVD. They called me in and they say, “What kind of soldiers do you 
have? Do you know what kind of crime he did?” I have to make believe a crazy man. I say, 
“Topachov, he’s a stupid guy. He’s a durak. He’s a fool.” Because I am responsible if he 
bought and he wrapped that herring in Stalin’s portrait. So, if somebody want to do 
something they can be arrested in a moment. 

HR: Well what happened to him? Did you... 
HS: No, I... 
HR: You covered him up? 
HS: I covered him up. You see, I have good relations with the all, from the 

NKVD. They was needing my services. I developed such a organization they come to me, 
they get from me vodka. Because I covered them, they cover me. 

HR: Yeah. 
HS: I know everything was in order of crime. If somebody wanted to do 

something, you could find. So, I didn’t, I felt I have to go away from Russia, because sooner 
or later I would be in prison. And there is not one family in Russia what somebody wasn’t 
in prison or will be in prison. There is a proverb in Russia. “Kto ne byl, tot budet, a leto 
budet tot ne zabudet.” Who wasn’t in prison, they will be. And if you will be you will never 
forget it. And from poverty and from prison, never say no. Because you don’t know that 
this will not hit you. 

HR: Now... 
HS: [unclear]... 
HR: From poverty... 
HS: From poverty... 
HR: Yes. 
HS: You never know you will not be poor. 
HR: Oh, I see. 
HS: And from prison... 
HR: You don’t... 
HS: You never know you’re not going to be. Russians have proverbs--with their 

bitter life they’re developing proverbs of everything. They have proverbs and they have 
curses. This is their daily life. What else I give you also a sign of the [unclear]. We’re 
getting supply cards for bread and for butter and for meat and for everything. You get only 
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paper. You no get butter. You no get meat. You no get cheese. You get only 400 gram of 
bread. Only the NKVD, and the all big leaders, they have special stores, Spectorg store. 
And over there they’re getting everything. And when it comes to end of the month, my 
mother start to bother me, “Henry, go. Henry, go. Henry.” I could get for this for the cards, 
I could get it, milk, everything. Over there was a woman. I just go to her and she would 
give it to me. And it was so revolting for me, you know? This was so denigrating me, to 
go over there. And I was looking on the sad eyes from my mother every week, every month. 
And I know already that I have to do when my good mother, “Henry when will you go. 
Henry.” And I was, like a punishment, until I forced myself, you know, to go to that Klavdia 
Ivanovna. She was the leader from that Spec store. And go, you know, and to be nice to 
her, you know. And I would like to give her such a, breaking the teeth, you know? That, 
and I have to go every, I was getting, I was bringing home for my mother, you know? And 
she was giving away right away. Oh, the man was sick. A woman was sick. She was giving 
away this everything. No, this was, everything bordered on the crime line. Sooner or later 
I will get it. Because I know a woman that was every week going and reporting on me. So, 
and they have a case. And they will be on me. They will make a whole political case and I 
will go. So, I felt that I am, if it’s possible to go away from Russia I should go [from] 
Russia, go. We are hesitating to go back to Poland. We know already the press, the Russian 
press, and we have literature from that Polish patriot for the and they was giving these 
small brochures. We didn’t know already the whole atrocity. We know they was giving the 
reports. 

HR: So you knew everything about the concen-... 
HS: Not everything. You know, not everything. We know the basic things. We 

know that Jews are destroyed. We know about the Warsaw Ghetto. We know what they 
was doing in Russia to the Jewish people. So we know this. Only, so hesitating... 

HR: But you didn’t know to the degree. 
HS: To the degree we didn’t know. 
HR: No, how many millions of Jews... 
HS: Yeah. We didn’t know. We probably didn’t want to know. We push away 

that horror from ourselves, you know? Believing maybe, maybe, maybe. And so, 
discussing this, we was between fire and water. I didn’t want to stay in Russia, because 
first of all I will have to get lost like a Jew. My whole struggle in that whole cataclysm 
what was, from that whole Holocaust, is to remain a Jew, and to save Jews. To be in Russia 
and to continue this way, accidentally, you know, I was put in in a part from the Russian 
elite, without mine... 

HR: [unclear]. 
HS: Without my making. 
HR: But they can always, no matter how much you would merge yourself in 

Russian society and in this, the identity of a Jew is always something they could hold over 
you and... 
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HS: They’re always holding over me. And I will hold by myself. See by me it 
was a big asset to be a Jew. 

HR: Yes. 
HS: In my heart I was much more superior than them, you know? My thinking, 

my mentality, mine code of morality... 
HR: That’s it. 
HS: …was much, much higher, you know? I was coming later even in the high 

class from the Russians, professors and doctors and what, sitting in this, always with that 
animal drinking, you know? And soon they start to drink, that taking off the shoes and that 
dancing, you know, that they’ll be a peasant dancing. And soon with the jokes. 
Automatically jokes about Jews. I don’t know how they this, how they come out from this. 
And I was looking around, “Where am I? What I am doing here?” I was so strange, you 
know? And they saw that I feel no good. And later when I start to already think about going 
back with the people, I start to disassociate from them and they was telling me, “What 
happened? Why are you not coming to us? Why you no this?” I was keeping up with them 
how long I was with them. And I never admire them. I was always a strange person. And 
you see, I didn’t feel that I should hide my Judaism. And they didn’t, and they was so, you 
know, either they was so progressive and they were talking. You see, it’s a horror to talk 
about the Russian, the Soviet reality. They created a monsterism in human relation. What 
is the monsterism? One side is the official line from the Soviet life. The other side is the 
human life. You, the every day is a lie. If they say, “You are working,” you know you are 
not working. If they say that you are producing, you know you are not producing nothing. 
If they say of morality, “Who is teaching molodykh?” He by himself, the biggest thief. If 
he say, “You shouldn’t steal,” he takes whole carloads. If he say about the freedom, 
everything, you know it’s prison. It’s a daily reality. You go to a city in Russia you see 
they are leading the Russian people prisoners, surrounded with dogs and surrounded with 
this. It’s a daily occurrence, you know? 

HR: How can the Russians be normal [unclear]... 
HS: I am telling you they’re not normal. They’re paranoid. Even that politruk. 

He gives you a speech about glorya from the Soviet regime, about how free they are, about 
how bad is the west, how good is their leadership, how God is no good. No Stalin is a god; 
this is already good. And if you save pictures from the leaders what was destroyed three, 
four years ago, in three or four years ago, he was a god. And later he was destroyed. And 
from the books you have to tear out the--we get a order. We had in mine [unclear] have the 
big Soviet encyclopedia. They send us letters, “Take out this and this page. Take out this 
and this that.” Or their, the politruk comes a whole speeches about freedom. You know, 
what kind of freedom is it? 

HR: But Mr. Skorr we don’t have a chance with people like this. 
HS: We had no chances. Sure. Do you have a chance with cancer? We had no 

chances. 
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HR: It’s so [unclear]. 
HS: Let’s see if they say, “Tomorrow will be a subotnik.” You know what’s 

means a subotnik? A Saturday day you will go out to work on beautifying the city. They’re 
mobilizing everybody. The leaders by themselves are not coming. No they say everybody 
is going and everybody is doing. They are not coming. Or they is mobilizing money to buy 
a tank, a tank! We are buying, we are giving our money. No, the leadership, the politruk 
and the this doesn’t give, they don’t give money. They say, “I have two wives.” 

HR: But you see within the higher echelon... 
HS: Is worse. 
HR: Is also the paranoia. 
HS: Sure there’s paranoia. 
HR: So they don’t have any security. 
HS: They are, they have no security, and they are the biggest thieves. They sue 

you for stealing 200 gram bread. With what right Stalin have ten dachas? Who give him 
the dachas? He have to steal that living place from workers. Ten families live in two rooms, 
right? Ten average families, they live in two rooms. He can have ten dachas. He can have 
100 cars. He steals the cars from the other people what they don’t, no have cars. And they 
are preaching that we are equal. If you are equal, how are you entitled to have such a luxury 
that either the American president doesn’t have such a luxury? In the time when people are 
dying on the street for hunger. And going around talking about freedom. The person what 
talks about equality, he knows that he is lying. He by himself fears for his life. He gets 
paid. He [unclear] doesn’t work. He who doesn’t work, the politruk, can get a bread and 
butter and meat and shoes and clothing. Their worker doesn’t get nothing. He get only 400 
gram of bread. He get 400 ruble a month. From 400 ruble a month you buy on black market 
only one pound of bread. 

HR: But [unclear] of the Russians they don’t have... 
HS: Correct. 
HR: [unclear]. 
HS: Right. Because they are living... 
HR: [unclear]. 
HS: …the old Russian way. You see a divided life. This is a Soviet life, and this 

is a Russian life. The Russian life say, “The hell with the Soviets.” They are living, they 
continue life like they was living before. They have a piece of ground. And he have his 
potatoes. He goes to the village to the relatives. He brings. He accept that Soviet life like a 
occupation, like a abuse. 

HR: But he gets food some way. He... 
HS: He gets food. No, everybody is stealing. This what I am telling you. Starting 

from Stalin until the bottom. I was, I forgot to tell you. They took me in. I was as zasedatel’ 
in the voyenny; tribunal. That means like here in a jury in a military court. From mine 
position, they come to me and say, “You will be this and this.” Or they come to me and 
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say, “Tomorrow you give us your krasnyǐ ugolok,” that, where we had the meetings. 
“Tomorrow we will make a trial for people in your place.” And I have to say yes. There is 
no saying yes [no?]. So they come to me a prokuror and he was a Jew, Lefkowitz or 
something, a thief, a liar, you know? A typical Soviet development. And I was a member 
from the--they took in a woman. She was in Karelia Finnia. She was by the white Finns, 
and was the war in 1940. And later when it was a exchange of people she come back. And 
she started to say to the people around, “The Karelia Finnians are people. They are not 
animals.” They’re living- 
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Tape fifteen, side two: 
 
HS: And that woman was saying that the Finns, they are not so terrible. People 

are living much better and much freer. She was talking this now, on a kolkhoz, north near 
Vyborg, near the Karelia Finnian border. This I am talking about after the war in 1940. 
It’s clear that they denounce her in that kolkhoz and they arrest her. And they put her on 
trial what I am telling you. The second was a old kolkhoznik, maybe 80 years old. And he’s 
a old peasant. He was drunk. 

HR: A kolkhoznik... 
HS: A kolkhoznik. 
HR: Is a peasant? Is a peasant? 
HS: No, a kolkhoznik is a member from the collective village. They call it a 

kolkhoznik. And a old peasant, he was drunk on a holiday and he put up the vodka and he 
say, “We still will drink for the third Czar.” This means for old Nikolai the II, the second, 
Nikolai the II Romanov, so he was killed by the Bolsheviks. “That we will still drink for 
the third Czar.” The third case was a boy what ran away from a FZO22. This means Stalin 
was making a mobilization by 14-year-old boys and girls, take them to schools, and teach 
them professions. Because there is a, with that old mismanagement in that Soviet life, with 
that life, we have no, a continuation of workers which should come in the future industry. 
The soldiers was being killed on the fronts like sand destroyed. Half was in the prisoners. 
So they didn’t have a force coming from industry. So they get out a law, they call it FZO, 
to teach young people new professions. And slessars, tokars, you know, and carpenters. 
So they mobilized. They mobilize them like a soldier. They put in here a factory. They 
make for you such a home, and you’re over there, live over there, in terrible, terrible 
conditions, you know? So the children, they’re still small children, they’re running away. 
They’re running back to home. They’re running and as soon you run away you’re doing a 
crime. So the three people was, I was a witness in that Voyennyi tribunal, in that military 
court. That woman was getting 15 years. That old kolkhoznik was getting eight years in 
confiscation of imustchestvar [property], confiscation from this what he had a house or 
something. That boy was getting twelve years. And we should be, I was like as a zasedatel’, 
like a member of the jury. They didn’t ask me what I say. They just come back with a 
paper, this and this. I myself, I made myself that I am sick. I didn’t want to sign such a 
paper. This was against my inner morality. And they, I say, “I feel very bad.” I went home. 
This was in our, this, I went to my quarter and I didn’t go no more in back. I send a other 
soldier to sit in my place, because I wouldn’t want, I couldn’t make peace with myself that 
I should do such things. 

22Acronym for low level trade schools. 
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Or, they call me in in the NKVD. They arrested a Jew on the market, on the bazaar. 
And they ask him questions. Now he was a smart Jew. He didn’t talk to them Russian. So 
they called me in that I should talk my language with him. 

HR: In Polish? 
HS: Yes. And I start to talk with him Jewish, and I say... 
HR: Did you talk Yiddish or Polish? 
HS: Yiddish! 
HR: Yiddish. 
HS: I no want to talk Polish. 
HR: Now do you think they understood? 
HS: No. 
HR: No? 
HS: They don’t understand anything. Polish they could understood something 

maybe. 
HR: Yes. But Yiddish... 
HS: And I talked to that man. “You’re doing very well. Play more crazy,” I tell 

him. “Play that you’re not normal.” 
HR: Tell me in Yiddish how you would say it. 
HS: First of all I ask him, “Am hu?” When I ask him, “Am hu?” the eyes shined 

up right away. And I tell him, “Reb Yid, eir tutt zayer gut. Macht zich meshugah; entfirt 
gurnisht. Red voss ir vilt in Noentfer zay gurnisht, gayt un eir zont nit normal.” I gave him 
mine address. I give him too mine address where I live and I say, “Kim nisht heint und Kim 
nisht morgen, Kim in a pur tug und cloppen der teir arein [unclear] kloppen der tier und a 
frau, a Yiddishe frau, my mitter und zayin vous mir cantein.” [phonetic] This I talk to him 
in Jewish. And I say, I told to that officer, that man, “He’s a crazy man. He is Jewish,” I 
say. Now I say, “He had documents that he was just released from a prison. Probably he 
stole something, or something he did what’s wrong. No, I can’t talk to him from here 
because he is mixed up.” They released him. They released him and that man come to us. 
And I arranged him a job in a hospital, through... 

HR: You see, in Germany they would kill him if he was crazy. 
HS: No. 
HR: But in Russia they didn’t quite... 
HS: Well, in Russia, you see, in Russia is such a story. Nobody is a dedicated 

Communist. Nobody is a believer. Everybody knows it’s a show. In their nature the 
Russians are okay. Now that buildup, that Soviet buildup what is forced on them, is 
something abnormal. 

HR: But you think inside they [unclear]. 
HS: Correct. You can check on this, no, it’s not hard. They, everything will see, 

if you are a policeman, or if you are a politruk, or if you are a redactor in the paper, you’re 
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just doing and making a living from this. It’s your way of existence. Even when you are 
denouncing somebody, you’re just protecting yourself. 

HR: Well, do you really feel that there is a difference between the basic German 
nature and the basic Russian nature? To say, to be able to say the majority. Not to say there 
isn’t a good German, or not to say there isn’t a bad German. But there is a basic difference 
between these people. 

HS: Yes, and very basically. They’re, basically the Russian person is a very 
good, gentle person. Period. Very good, gentle. Plus he have build-ups, very violent build-
ups, you know? He can go violent from one month to the other--not only against Jews, 
against each other. You know, they can be very gentle and they’re very nice. They call 
themselves parayurobacha [rubalchaparen’ is the correct phrase; means ‘nice guy’]. You 
know what it means parayurobacha? He can take off his shirt and give away. This is a 
expression to give away the shirt, because in Russia you have only one shirt. So when they 
say give away a shirt... 

HR: They mean it. 
HS: This means he give away everything from himself. Which doesn’t mean that 

in a minute when he drinks, he’ll get that glint, that murder glint in the eyes he can take a 
ax and kill you. 

HR: [unclear]. 
HS: And it’s so easy, pogroms not only against Jews. Let’s see Russians make 

pogroms against Ukrainians. They make against Tadzhiks, against Uzbeks, you know? 
They’re very violent and they’re violent people by nature. For them to kill was nothing. 

HR: And you see, it’s such a paradox to be gentle... 
HS: It’s a paradox, right. 
HR: And to be... 
HS: Right. You take a wedding. A wedding is a holi-, is a merry, holy thing. 

There is no Russian wedding that two, three people are not killed. It is a normal occurrence. 
Or there is not a nor-, it’s a normal occurrence that you live in this village, you’re in 
constant fight with the other village. You just take a stick or take a knife. You just go beat 
up the other people because they’re from the other village. Or the river is frozen. You go 
on the river, and we have kulachnyi boy [fist fighting], just fighting. Boys just fighting. 
And this is such a extraordinary, such a horrible thing. Let’s see when I was in the 
guerrillas, I was with one boy. We took a German prisoner of war, you know, a prisoner, 
not prisoner of war, a prisoner. He didn’t want to talk to me. I talked to him in German 
Jewish. I talked to him and he was laughing from me. That [unclear], you know, took out 
that [unclear] and just knock him in, you know? 

HR: Killed him? 
HS: No. He started to talk. 
HR: Oh. 
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HS: He just put him in and put him on his behind, you know, give him with the 
bayonet in his behind, you know? Without talking, you know? I looked and he was 
starting... 

HR: The German started to talk? 
HS: And the German already start to talk. These are the Russians. And to live 

with them you have to go in their rhythm, you know? You have to start to drink. You have 
to start to be violent. You have to beat up your wife. A Russian woman expect that you 
beat her up. If you beat her up it’s a sign you love her. Now how, do you understand? She-
-they can go in the village and, “Oh, my husband give me yesterday such a beating!” Like 
this is a achievement, you know? He loves her. 

HR: And sex must be something that is absolutely unbelievable... 
HS: Correct. 
HR: Because here if you talk about such sexual perversions as... 
HS: Yeah, no, it... 
HR: People wanting to be hurt and things like that. In Russia it must be a 

common thing. 
HS: Yeah. No, without profanity. Not profane, you know? They’re much more 

natural and clear in their relations. And their expression love, you know, if they love each 
other, they love each other to death and go in to death for each other, you know? And 
they’re developing so many complication to--they’re suffering so much for each other, you 
know? 

HR: So there is a real bond between them? 
HS: A bond until the existing of the days, you know? 
HR: But they’ll, but they beat them. They beat them. 
HS: This doesn’t mean nothing. He get drunk, he beat her up, and everything is 

okay. You know, you see, I don’t believe in United States there doesn’t exist love. Because 
love means you have to suffer for, a little, for the other person. Not just to go out to a 
restaurant or to, you know, over there if you love a woman, you take off your shoes and 
give it to her and you go without shoes. Or you take away your piece of bread and you 
give. Or you do the all hard work for her, you know? And you try to protect her. You try 
to save her, you know? And let’s see if she goes away to a other town just to see each other, 
is involved with so much suffering because this is not you’re going in a train like here or 
you take a telephone. You know, the bond is much more than physical. You’re getting a 
mental bond, you know? You--it’s so much full of sacrifice, you know? You know what I 
mean? I didn’t saw in United States love in United States. 

HR: You have not seen such a thing? 
HS: No. 
HR: No? 
HS: I no believe that it exists. People in the Sov-... 
HR: Because they don’t want to sacrifice for one another. 
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HS: Yeah, people are robbed of that higher feeling of love. Love in mine point 
of view, love that you want to sacrifice yourself with all for the other person. You always 
try to satisfying him, morally and physically, right? And here is the opposite. You want 
always be the number one. So, they’re very much involved with love and they’re very, very 
romantical. And they kill each other for love. You--they suffer for love, you know? They, 
she can, if she loves a boy, that girl, you know, she can give away the whole world. Nothing 
is important, and she will suffer to the end of the days and so him. And there is such a... 

HR: At least if they’re put into prison they will be true to each other. 
HS: Correct. To the day of the end of the days. You know they have such a 

capacity of suffering built up through ages. And they, sometimes they, that goes, the glory 
goes to the top. If you take Russian literature, take Tolstoy, take Gorky, take Pushkin, take 
the old, the only you see about love suffering and sacrificing and dying. Take War and 
Peace, right? Or take Anna Karenina¸ right? So you, how can you measure this? I don’t 
see this in the American reality. I don’t see that here. We had this in Poland before the war. 
A bond between a man and a woman was much more than physical. Probably the physical 
was only two percent of the relationship. 

HR: Even amongst the Polish you’re talking, not just the Jews. 
HS: Right, amongst the Polish. I believe poorer people, deprived people, have a 

bigger capacity of feeling because they’re exposed to much more suffering. Good living 
makes you so coarse to, you always want to satisfy your physical well-being, your stomach, 
your mouth, you know? Your comfort--you’re cold or you’re warm. 

HR: Your reality. 
HS: Yeah. And let’s see, for me to give away my shoes for my wife and I should 

walk in the snow is a normal thing. I would be happy to do this. Tell this to an American 
man he should give away his shoes and he would walk in snow and give his to his wife. I 
give you a example. It was of the terrible hard days in 1942, right, to going out to take 
bread to get about 200 gram bread, was involved with being killed. Because there was riots 
in the stores from that giving that bread, you know? Not talking already about that bread. 
I’m talking about the forty degrees, fifty below zero. To get that bread 9:00, you have to 
go out 2:00 at night in that terrible weather, in that snow, in that purga, in that frost. And I 
was going up. I make I will go out for bread because I develop a special strategy how to 
get this. I have to tell you. It’s a whole strategy. And you know and it was so much 
suffering, going out in that weather, you know, it was so terrible cold. And I was so happy 
that I am going out and that they will sleep in bed, you know? That my mother and my 
father and my sister and my two brothers, that they no have to suffer, that I was. At night, 
I remember it was 2:00 at night, so cold and so dark when we start. Was like I was going 
and I was singing to God that You permit me to do this for them. You know, I was in a 
ecstasy, that I can suffer, do this. And I wasn’t suffering more. I was so happy, you know? 
Like I was talking to God that I can do this, go for them and bring that bread. And you see, 
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when I’m coming over there to that store, not knowing if there will be over there bread. 
You know in that store you can get bread. Not if they will deliver that bread. 

HR: You just get in line. 
HS: You just... 
HR: [unclear]. 
HS: Not in line. If you get in line, you stay in line, coming thousands of 

thousands of people, they’re pushing you away. You can’t stay by the door. If you stay by 
the door, by 9:00 you are pushed away physically. You have to develop later that people 
should push you in. Later coming in boys, and they’re pulling on you, hundreds of boys. 
And you are so crumbled that they can kill you. You can’t move a hand. They’re walking 
on you. And if you fall down, they top--you die under there and not being able to do 
nothing. This just it can be a episode from going to get bread. And do you understand? 
You’re coming in. You fall down. Let’s see you, God forbid my mother would go or my 
sister or my brother. They push him, and he fall down. He can’t go up. So you walk on 
him, and he dies. And either when he dies, you can’t do nothing to him. Like people was 
in the trains, in the death trains. So you’re just going out to getting four hundred gram of 
bread. And when it get already 9:00, if you are lucky--I had the strategy that I was coming, 
pushed in to the door, and you have to pushed in to the door not what is opening that you 
are pushed away, no that you can be pushed in. This is a whole strategy. You, only you 
have to develop this when you can think about these things. 

HR: So you knew where to stand. 
HS: First of you no have to be sorry for yourself. First of all you, your personal 

discomfort should disappear. You suffer, you’re not a part from suffering. You should be 
above all this. Your person shouldn’t exist. How long you [unclear] you’re still a refugee, 
you’re still a sufferer. Your discomfort and your pain, and your suffering, you should go 
away. You should give it your, to your family and then you no suffer more. I didn’t suffer 
later more. And when I come--you see from that forty below zero, when you come out 
from the store you have to take off the shirt. We was draining out the sweat. And my sweat 
it was a bad quality. The whole color was I was blue, you know? The whole thing. And so 
I give you a this just a few. Or from ‘42 I was going to villages to change vodka for bread. 
They have a piece of soap for potatoes, or for a clothes, have a, I find a few buttons. We 
go to a peasant. You change them. You give him a half a liter of vodka. You know what 
vodka means? He give you five pounds of grain. No bread. Grain. Or he give you a few 
frozen potatoes. So you have to go about twenty miles, forty, fifty below zero, in snow so 
deep with a small sleigh. And the snow started to fall down and you don’t know if you will 
survive. And you don’t know when you come in in a farmer’s, peasant’s house or he will 
not kill you. No still I was going, doing this, you know? And singing glory to God, you 
know? That He permit me to do this for them. And I wasn’t suffering. I was so happy when 
I brought them the little potatoes home, a little flour, you know, and what else. And some 
berries, you know, if they had them there. Once I come to a village. In a village, you should 
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see a village, full with snow. I come in in a house. I see three mens like murderers, you 
know, sitting over there. I guessed right away that I can’t tell them that I have vodka, or 
they right away will kill me. I just tell them, “I am looking for a guy here and here and 
here.” I just want to go out. I didn’t want to do business with them. Because they would 
kill me. They had that murder in their eyes. I had developed a whole, I, in a eye from a 
person I can see how he will kill me or no. Yes! I’m just telling you a example that you 
should see the time from that. Well, this is [unclear]. 

HR: So you decided to go back to Poland. 
HS: Right. Through seeing this everything, and to thinking that this should be 

my future life, I say, “Better I should take my chances in going back.” And we was 
debating. We was debating with my family, you know. Yes going, not going, this. And I 
have already work and they are safe. And I say, “How long they will be safe?” And I 
remember I go in and check from my worker duty to check the railroad station and I saw 
the tracks from the rail--how do you call it? The railroad tracks? 

HR: [unclear]. 
HS: No, no, the railroad tracks. There is the irons. How do you call this? 
HR: Oh the tracks. 
HS: The tracks, these [unclear] tracks. And I say, “These tracks will lead me 

back to freedom,” you know? I was trembling, you know, with that inner injustice what 
was going on and that I can’t go out with this. And I can’t go on with this, you know? I 
have to deny constantly, you know, going to that woman to get that bread and to get that 
butter, and going to a other woman and the [unclear] to get paper, you know? And going 
to the other man to get shoes for my mother. And going over there always, you know? And 
mine, I was, it was so revolting to me in my heart, you know, as a young man, that I have 
such a, making so long. Now I know they need this. I tell you too I didn’t eat, personally I 
didn’t eat nothing from this. I just give it away like this. Because I was so bitter that I have-
-it was against my grain. Let’s put it this way. Now we start to be active how I told you in 
the Polish patriots--my sister. I didn’t want to be involved with it. I tell you the truth, the 
Jewish people who didn’t [unclear] didn’t put [unclear]. Either being saved, either being 
over there and they still didn’t go to the situation. They still was in their soul byezhinitzes, 
refugees. You understand? They didn’t saw what’s going on. They look only their private, 
small gains, you know? A man, let’s see he knows he have a wife and six children left in 
Warsaw. He goes to bed with a girl married here, you know? And a woman, a sister, 
denunciation the other sister what I told you before because they got an officer from the 
NKVD took her out once to the movies, just to find out. And she talks things and she, and 
they get to prison and they die. I wasn’t so, you know, happy with them. Or they come to 
me ask, the NKVD was asking me about people. They know what they was doing, and I 
have to find a way, through my mother, to warn them. Now to warn them in such a way 
that they shouldn’t understand what we’re doing. So my sister was active in this. We was 
a little. We start to be like the elite from the refugees [unclear]. 
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In that time I met my future wife. She was, this was a meeting was from young 
people in our apartment, just young people. And we was discussing... 

HR: Jews? All Jews? 
HS: All Jewish. We was discussing, we make a covenant, a, we make a 

covenant, to make a referat, to give a speech to our people, you know. This situation, the 
political situation what we have to prepare, you know. So we elected, the all younger people 
were the educated. And we--I talked with her. In that time, the first time I met her--I saw 
her once, I told you, in the beginning... 

HR: Before, on the train. 
HS: Years ago, in the… 
HR: So many different, a few years, right? 
HS: Two years. And I know that she exists. But she was not in touch with 

nobody. She was going to a school, to a medical school, a nurse, to be a nurse. And she 
was through the whole treatment what I am telling you. She had to--her father was killed 
near her eyes. She alone escaped Lublin, you know. And... 

HR: She is originally from... 
HS: Lublin. 
HR: Lublin. 
HS: Lublin. 
HR: Is it close to... 
HS: This is near to the Russians, not far from the Russians. 
HR: Is it far--what’s the name of your hometown? 
HS: Kalisz. 
HR: Kalisz is far? 
HS: It’s a little bit. It’s like you would say California and New York. 
HR: Oh. 
HS: We are on the German border. There was half Jews. There was no Jews in 

our part. And she was going to that school and with that whole terrible, with the war 
business, you know? She was once mobilized to the Polish Army too. And she took a 
apartment, like a room, by a Russian family. And they like adopted her. She was with them 
like a daughter. And the woman was a Latvian originally and he was a Russian originally. 
He was a big drunk. And she was with them and they was living like peasants. They had a 
cow and they, and so she was really materially well off. Now with the all complications 
from a Russian family life and he was a drunk. And she was protected by them and they 
intended to keep her like a daughter. They send her to making her a doctor. Now she was 
very strong to go back to Poland. And when I met her the first time... 

HR: So wait, tell me, did the Germans come in to her... 
HS: No. 
HR: Oh they didn’t. 
HS: Yes, yes, yes, not the Russians. The Germans. 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

The audiotaped interview is the primary source record 
for this transcript which was produced in partnership with Gratz College



HR: And how did she escape from the Germans? 
HS: She had gone through a whole, she went from her town. She said she been, 

she was going in Gymnasium in that time, and was a very, very much involved in studying, 
and learning. And she say, “I will no stay with the Germans because I have to go to school.” 
So, she say, “I will go away. I no want to stay with the Germans in the beginning.” She 
went away to a town Blodovka [phonetic], near the Bug River, where they had relatives. 
And from there she tried to escape to the other side to the river, where the Russians are. 
The parents was sending back all the time people, “Come back, it is not so terrible,” and 
you see, in that time there was not still the, they didn’t go through the atrocity yet. Because 
this wasn’t, we was already in Germany. And this was Polish like a protectorate. And near 
was the Russian border. So she went, you know, and she denied, she didn’t want to go 
back. And she crossed the river and the Russians arrested. And they wanted to send her 
back. And they send her back. The Russian didn’t accept, didn’t believe it is a false, a 
historically false. They didn’t accept us. We just ran. Ran in. Not like the United States 
accepts refugees, normal, right, with the whole procedure. The Russians send her back. 
And later she went over there. Later she went back again, until she the second time they 
didn’t send her back. Even though this, you know, the Russians are very unpredictable, 
right? And she had some relatives, her mother’s sister married a man from Grodno, or from 
Vilna over there. And she went to visit over there. And then start already the upheaval from 
the eastern side of Poland, and she left over there. She left for the Russian side. And she 
registered to go away to Russia. In that time I met her on the echelon, on the train. So now 
I saw her back. And when I saw her... 

HR: And where is this now? 
HS: Cherepovetz. Cherepovetz. 
HR: Where your mother... 
HS: Correct. 
HR: …was. 
HS: And in Cherepovetz, she talked to us. 
HR: You were with the fire department. 
HS: Correct. She come to our house. And I start to and I talk to her, and my 

whole world light up. I didn’t have such a talk since the upheaval, you know? About books, 
about literature, about people, and she was talking in mine genre, you know? She was not 
a refugee in her soul. She too was, you know? And I was looking so, and talking so. And 
what impressed me, she asked me, “Do you know French?” She wanted to- 
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Tape sixteen, side one: 
 
HR: This is an interview with Mr. Henry Skorr, July 5th, 1983, side three [side 

one]. 
HS: I can talk? And we was talking about literature, about life, about the future. 

And she was very strong, she had very strong convictions, very strong developed lines 
without, and she say she will no be in Russia. Without discussing the plus and minus, this 
and that, she never intend to stay in Russia. She didn’t, with the whole pluses, with the 
whole shape of things what they, she say, “The good things,” she said one of the good 
things, they was very good to her, the teachers. And the people around, they was very 
supportive to her. They give her a chance to earn money. She used to work in the laboratory, 
you know? And she was starting to be the best student, without knowing the language. 
They praised her. They give her a stipend. They send her to the rest houses, you know? 
And the teachers was so good to her. And in private I was telling her, “You have to go 
back. Here is not a place to live for you.” They was very open to her. And she was a very 
strong, she say, “We shouldn’t, and we are discussing Poland, Russia, and Germans.” So, 
and she was [unclear]. I’m okay? 

HR: Yeah. 
HS: And she was saying that she will go back. So, talking to her, from the first 

time I decided that if I will be married, she will be my wife. From the first time we... 
HR: The first time you saw her. 
HS: The first time. After I saw her I say--and I analyze mine self with two things: 

first of all, [unclear]. Second, she have to be picked up. I saw she is so depressed. She is 
like a beautiful flower, you know? Just pressed down with that whole reality, with her 
family tragedy, and with the Russians. She knows that the family doesn’t exist. She knew 
they were destroyed. And I say, “Is my responsibility to take such a girl, to pick her up.” 
And additional she is such a beautiful and such a girl that you don’t see, you know, you no 
see around. There was other Jewish girls in our environment. You know, I didn’t like their 
behavior. I didn’t, I couldn’t even talk to them. They took over only the low-class from the 
Russian society. [unclear]. You know that’s such a coarse thing. Nothing you know, 
nothing spiritual. There was nice things in Russian life too. Spiritual things, you know? 
They never read nothing, you know? There was such a beautiful literature, to read and to 
say. They was so down to earth, so coarse, that I couldn’t get a common language with 
them. And with her, right away mine, the quality of the special went to the high level. And 
I say to myself, right away I met her, this will be. And I start to meet her, and go with her 
to the library. And later she was, they took her away to Sokol--this is a town near Vologda-
-to be a nurse. Because this was already, the war was finished, or finishing. And they started 
to bring in all wounded people, to put in fortifications. More treatments, less treatments. 
And she was in such a hospital where the chronical disabled people should be treated. And 
she was in Sokol. And she started to write to us. And she want to be in touch with us, 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

The audiotaped interview is the primary source record 
for this transcript which was produced in partnership with Gratz College



because we start to be already very close and going home to getting the papers. It was 
already discussion that the form from the passport how it will be. And, it come the time 
that there come the Polish-Russian passport for us. We have, I, we have to go to show, you 
have to show that you are a former Polish citizen. We have all kind pictures. We have all 
kind of documents. And we get it. And we get the documents. 

Now starts our story with the NKVD. He, the NKVD was getting the documents 
because it’s the police. And the documents went to the Major, to the Major Grigoriev. I 
come to that Grigoriev and he opened his eyes. “You want to go back to Poland? You want 
to go back to Poland? You know, do you want that I cut off your head?” In such a coarse 
way, you know? “Do you know who the Polaks are?” I start to tell him, “Comrade Major,” 
he was, I see he was shocked with me. He was sure that I am... 

HR: A Soviet citizen. 
HS: I am a, no, I was with the flower from--I was very, very eminent already in 

Cherepovetz. But see, we meet each other in the first, in the theater, you know, for the 
eminent people? And the first line was, I was sitting near him. And when the director from 
that theater, a woman, comes, she took me away with her. And he was looking so, you 
know? I was a part already from the establishment, let’s put it this way. And when I started 
to tell him, “Listen, everybody goes away, my mother, my sister [unclear]. We sacrifice 
plenty for Russia. I [unclear] a father. I was believing for Russia. And my responsibility is 
to my family [unclear].” I say, “You know how much blood I was giving?” I forgot to tell 
you. I was, in the army, on the front line, it was zero, [unclear] below. And I was giving 
straight blood for wounded soldiers, from me to them. Because [unclear] I was universal 
blood. I say, “And I have to be with my mother, but not taking in account I like it or I no 
like the idea. It’s this way.” He say, “What kind of man are you that your mother can 
discuss and can dictate you?” I say, “She is not dictating me. She doesn’t speak Russian. 
If her friends will go away, what she will do here? She is a sick woman.” He say, “You go 
home. Think it over. I will not give you the papers.” And he didn’t give me the papers. I 
went home. I didn’t say nothing to my mother. I didn’t want to scare her. And in a week I 
go back. And I know by law he have to give it to me. Only, they can cook up something. 
They can arrest me. And he wasn’t, he start to be very rough with me. I say, “[unclear] 
[Russian phrase].” “You have, take a look at the shoes you are wearing. Take a look what 
you are eating.” And he start to tell me, you know, where I’m getting all this. I was meeting 
him in places where he was getting and I was getting. And I say, “[unclear], I can’t [unclear] 
morally wrong. I am not against Soviet. I am going to Poland. Poland is a socialistic 
country. I am not against Russia. Now why should my mother be so unhappy? Isn’t she 
entitled to get a little happiness? And my sister and brother, what will be with them? I am,” 
I say, “a Soviet now. What will be with them?” And he looks at me, “Go home. Come in 
tomorrow.” I come in tomorrow. “Here you have the papers. Now I will now give you a 
truck to take the to the railroad.” I say, “Okay, [unclear]. I have the papers from the whole 
family here.” And later I start to organize with all people was coming to me. Not only from 
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my town, no from the whole province. And I organized two wagons, two truckloads. And 
I was with mine truck. And he wasn’t such a [unclear], you know? And they come from 
the province to me, you know? From mine commendation they make a whole celebration, 
and a whole appell, you know what’s a appell? They put all these soldiers [unclear]. And 
they was crying and this and that. And they make a party for me. And we went to the, I 
loaded up all people. Was something, or somebody else, one was in the Polish Army. His 
wife and his son was by us. And he was mobilized to the Russian Army like I told you, like 
he was in the Ru-, maybe from the Russian Army to the Polish Army, a different episode, 
not with us. He came back from Poland to bring her, to take her. And something was illegal 
with him. They arrest him. I don’t know for what. No he, over there you no ask questions. 
I have my pistol, you know? I had my gun with me. And we have two roads through, two 
cars. And maybe it was a different direction, was not the way how we came, you know? 
We were already settled. And imagine our heart. My mother, how she was crying, you 
know when we left the father and the brother over there. And where we going, you know? 
And we started to travel back. 

We traveled back, this was already maybe in February, end of February. It was still 
winter, deep winter, and it’s amazing, when we were starting to come back and you see the 
climatic change. It started to be warmer and warmer. We come to, into the Ukraine and we 
see the terrible destroyed Ukraine, you know? Terrible destroyed. You can’t, is no imagine. 
Like everything destroyed. 

HR: This is February of 1945? 
HS: ‘46. 
HR: ‘46. 
HS: 1946. 
HR: In the meantime you left your wife. Did you? 
HS: She was with me. 
HR: Oh, you took her with you. 
HS: Sure. 
HR: Oh. 
HS: She wasn’t my wife. She was... 
HR: I know, but I mean... 
HS: Yeah. 
HR: You took her. 
HS: We was, yeah, we was discussing about, later discussed with my wife 

getting married. And she say, “Marriage is only in Poland and only by a rabbi.” So I 
respected her saying. And this is what will be. We was with other girls, you know, in the 
cars, other people. You know we was with, maybe with others who have so much 
experience [unclear] in our struggle. It made it all much more civilized that the older people 
and children whoever there was. And I organized there the food situation. I was already a 
very experienced man with that. 
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HR: Yes you were. 
HS: And everything was working. And in Vologda, imagine, that mine head, the 

Colonel Nikitin, come to visit me, you know? I was already like a, I was no more a Russian 
citizen. He come to visit me, he bring me vodka, you know? And this and, “Be in touch 
with us.” He give me some books. He knows I read, that I am sick about books. He give 
me some books to read, you know? It’s amazing. They can be so, you know, very, yes. 
And we was going so back, you know? And from the other side was coming the Russian 
Army was demounting Germany. Whole factories was coming back. And so many Russian 
prisoners of war, arrested by the Russians. The whole Vlasov army was a army what went 
away, what give up to the Germans. 

HR: They killed them? 
HS: They took them, they shot them. And they was, you know, like the Germans 

was treating us... 
HR: The Germans gave them back to Russia? 
HS: Right. 
HR: And... 
HS: Not the Germans. From the Americans give them back. 
HR: The Americans gave them back and the Ru-, and they didn’t want them to 

go, they didn’t want to go back but they had to go back. 
HS: Oh yeah... 
HR: And they went back to death. 
HS: And you know how... 
HR: But you saw them going? 
HS: We saw them going back and how they was kept, under guns, they was 

cursing us. They saw that we are... 
HR: Going back. 
HS: Yeah. And from this, “Zhid! Zhid!” You know? “Jews! Jews!” You know? 

And when we come to the Ukraine comes a order that everything should be closed, because 
the Ukrainian underground, guns--anti-Jewish, anti-Soviet guns--was attacking the trains. 
In Russia still. They was a very much [unclear] what was working with the Germans, they 
was hiding in the forest and attacking trains, and especially with the refugees what was 
going back to Poland. And it’s amazing when it started to get warmer and warmer. And 
when we come Ukraine we see a whole battlefields, with dead soldiers from under the 
snow. Thousands! Thousands, you know? You see their heads, you see how they’re lying 
in their positions. Because this was everything covered with snow. And the cannons and 
this everything, you know? 

HR: And so when the snow began to go away, there is all these bodies. The odors 
[unclear]... 

HS: Thousands of bodies, you know? 
HR: How did they dispose of those? 
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HS: Yeah, I don’t know. And everything was mined. And you can’t... 
HR: And what about the disease from these bodies? 
HS: Oh! 
HR: People were getting sick? 
HS: You know, in that whole railroad what we was going, we was going to the 

Brest, to Brzesc-Litewski, to Brest. This was the changing line from the Russians and the 
Poland. And the whole railroad was reinforced. Because the Germans, this was still from 
the Germans times against the guerrillas, made the bunkers, you know, the bunkers. So I 
had in mind mine times when we was attacking the trains, and they was making such 
fortifications. Let’s see the whole forest, let’s see a few hundred yards and a few hundred 
yards was cut off. Was, that you can’t go in to the railroad that they shouldn’t know you. 
And every hundred yards they have bunkers, you know, and they was, and this was going 
so until we come to Brzesc, Brest on the Bug River. Is the same historical way how I was 
coming to Russia, so I was going back. And we come into Brest, and have a Russian was 
checking everything. The Russian was, you know. I was, with the Russian clothing, with 
the medals, with everything. They was [unclear] to me. And each, I had a gun hidden, you 
know? This was a [unclear]. Is, I had already the other things. I had gold coins there, you 
know? And I prepare myself. And we change, in Brest we changed the wagons for Polish 
wagons. The Polish railroad is smaller, is narrower than the Russian. 

And we come to the Polish side, which was entire different world--like day and 
night different. First of all, you can see much better clothed people. You don’t see that 
starvation. You no see that drabness, that grayness. You see already different, laughing 
people. 

HR: Even though they were even after the German occupation? And after the 
war? 

HS: They didn’t suffer nothing. 
HR: Compared to you. 
HS: Compared to the Russians, they didn’t suffer. They have a beautiful 

clothing, nice towns. You see we are so used to the Russian drab, gray towns, monotone, 
the wood, dirt. And so standard, you know? You will, if you see one store, one magazine, 
let’s see in Moscow you can see the same store in Vladivostok. The same way, you know, 
in such a crudeness. And in the Polish towns we saw the house is painted. The sidewalks 
and everything nice, you know? And bread, so much bread and so much food, so much 
salami, so much everything. I brought with ourself dry bread, you know? We made the 
biscuits. And we prepared from home, they tell us, “Potatoes.” They say in Poland is 
nothing. You know, like more than before the war. What one whole thing was with the 
Jews. They were so, we passed the train, we come on the other side. Right away they will 
start calling, “Jews! The Jews are coming! The Jews are ” You can hear, “The Jews are 
coming.” [unclear] means they what wasn’t killed, they’re coming back, you know? And 
they wasn’t afraid from where to talk. They wasn’t ashamed to talk. And right away this 
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start. Comes in these boys, twelve-year-old boys. You have to sell gold. You have to sell 
gold teeth. And right away with such a wallet to check on this gold, you know? Twelve-
year-old Polish boys, a whole commercial people, you know? They start to like they was 
dealing with the Germans. Gold teeth what they was used to take out from the Jewish 
people. And we were so this was so amazing, you know? Because where in the world 
before a twelve-year-old Polish boy would come and deal with me, ask me if I have to sell 
gold or we have to sell diamonds to him. And we passed the--we come in in the other side. 
What was the town then? What was the town there? The first thing was a representative 
from Poale, from kibbutzim, from the Zionistic organization have in Poland kibbutzim. And 
they was awaiting us and saying, “Come to the kibbutzim. You will stay in a kibbutz and 
later you will emigrate to Israel.” And the first thing they give us a Jewish newspaper. This 
was the first thing that I saw a Jewish newspaper in several years. And I was a big reader. 
And this was the Mapai Poale Tzion, the arbit [unclear]. And imagine to our surprise, I 
open up that newspaper and I read that a woman from Paris is looking for the family 
Velcher. Ziska Shpeter is looking for family Velcher. My wife’s family is Velcher. And 
this was her aunt from Paris, looking. And you know how my wife, how she started to cry. 
She recognized Ziska Shpeter! And we, you know, and we come to Warsaw, on the train. 
And Warsaw is all destroyed. The buildings from the Warsaw Ghetto, not only destroyed, 
it is all brick is destroyed, you know? Like a desert, like a moon. 

HR: How soon after? The Warsaw Ghetto was... 
HS: The Warsaw Ghetto was 1943. 
HR: And you were there in ‘46. 
HS: Yeah, three. Three years. 
HR: So three years later and nothing has been done in that time? 
HS: Nothing, no anything. [unclear] later it was a war. In Warsaw was a war, a 

revolt against the Germans from the Polaks. Warsaw was more destroyed later, in 1945, 
when the Armia Krajowa,23 when the Russian Army was being on the right side of the 
Vistula and they make a uprising against the Germans because they want to take Warsaw-
-the Armia Krajowa--and not say that the Russian liberated. Because they didn’t like the 
Russians. They was a fascistic organization, the Armia Krajowa, what was in British 
oriented. So the Russians was standing on the right side, waiting until the Polaks kill each 
other, they kill the Germans, and they destroyed how the whole Warsaw. We come to 
Warsaw, you know, and there was meeting us a delegate from that Central Jewish 
Committee. [unclear] afraid to talk we wasn’t that used, you know, to that, to be so scared 
from the Polaks. I was used right away to fight, you know? In Russia somebody do 
something, right away I hit him and later we discuss it. 

HR: But was this attitude similar to the attitude before... 
HS: Worse. 

23Polish resistance movement loyal to Polish government in exile. 
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HR: Before the Second World War, when you were a kid? It was not that bad? 
HS: Not that bad. This was something horrible. They was afraid, the Jewish 

population, okay, I will give you a, he was, he told us, “Yes, don’t be so knowledgeable.” 
HR: And what was this, a Polish man or... 
HS: A Jewish man. 
HR: From Poland [unclear]? 
HS: A representative from the Central Jewish Committee. 
HR: Okay, and... 
HS: They was on the Praga. This means on the server from Warsaw. This wasn’t 

so destroyed. 
HR: They were survivors of this... 
HS: Correct. Most was survivors. And they were so subdued. They was so afraid 

of the Polaks they didn’t admit they are Jews. Most was hidden on Arish [meaning Aryan] 
papers. And the Polish antisemitism was so much more militant, not like before the war. 
They want to finish the Jews what was left. 

HR: What the Germans didn’t do. 
HS: They, correct. The old Polish underground, what it was, after the war, left, 

their action was killing Jews, killing Russians, and killing Polish Communists. This was 
their official decree. They was doing this day and night, and supported by 90% of the Polish 
population. Because the Polish population started to think, you see, first of all, they hate us 
twice. They hate us for Jews. They hate us that we didn’t be killed yet. They hate us that 
they say we brought the Russians back. And they hate us that we will take, we want to back 
our property. Is a combination of hate. So, and we went from that rail station, we went to 
the Praga. Praga means a suburb of Omitsa Paragova [phonetic], on the market street, 
Paragova, was the headquarters from the Jewish Committee. We went over there to look 
over the list. This was start to be a national occupation for the Jews after the war. 
Everywhere that I come I put my name. And the Jewish Committee was hanging lists. And 
you come down, you write, “I am Henrich Skorrupa Skalisza.” And Sheva Velchez Rubina. 
[unclear], we’re looking for them and them, you know? And you just come to a Jewish 
Committee, you’re not going no where, you just look it over, and if you find something 
you just write over if you know it. If you find something, if you see somebody that you 
know, you write over there, “I saw him here and here.” You know, it’s a whole life, you 
know? And it was our [unclear], you know, when we will come in a Jewish Committee, 
lists of lists with names and, first of all you have to go to register. You official go to the 
Committee, register that you’ve come in here, and they put you on the list. And for other 
information. So, and we was, the atmosphere was terrible, you know, and they was 
attacking us with knives. They was hating us. We come up upstairs, you know, and talking 
between us and all. “[unclear]. Don’t talk so. Don’t be so loud.” In that [unclear]. I say, 
“What happened?” “Polaks.” I say, “What happened with the Polaks?” “Those Polaks, this, 
this.” I say, “Do you see what I have for the Polaks? This I have for the Polaks.” Then I 
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just want to influence them, you know? I say, “What’s to be so afraid? A Polak’s a Polak. 
If they want to fight you, we have to fight them.” This was our attitude. You see, mostly 
we, our men was in the army, or survivors over there, you know, where we have to fight 
or we have to die. 

HR: Did you see survivors of concentration camps? 
HS: This was the first day. I still didn’t know. It was... 
HR: These were sur-, well who were these survivors with you? 
HS: This was probably, this was already the organized Jewish Committee 

organized through the Polish government. You see, in Poland... 
HR: But where were those Jews from? From where did they escape? They must 

have been in concentration camps. 
HS: Yeah. They was in concentration camp, no, most was hidden in the Arish 

side like Adal Verman... 
HR: Okay. 
HS: Sure. They--and they was fighters from the... 
HR: Polish underground. 
HS: Jewish ghettoes, correct. And they was, and there was people sent back 

already from Russia to Poland. You see, while we are talking about our Jewish tragedy, 
Poland was going through her own tragedy. It was going through a terrible fight between 
Polaks what want, didn’t want to be under Russian domination... 

HR: [unclear]. 
HS: And Russia, with the old brutality, with the old bayonets with the million 

man army what destroyed the Germans, with the old arrogance, you know, from the Soviet 
power, was overtaking this. And they was very unhappy with the Jews and they was very 
unhappy with the west, that the west is not enough militant to hold back the Russians. You 
see that Churchill and Roosevelt, was it still Roosevelt? 

HR: Truman, yeah. 
HS: Or Truman? No. 
HR: Truman. 
HS: Yeah. They couldn’t understand the Russian menace, like today they don’t 

understand. 
HR: They don’t. 
HS: They couldn’t understand at that time. It was in that time very easy to force 

the Russian back. I remember being still in Russia after when the war finished, I was in a 
commission taking over the hospitals, giving them back to the schools, what was before. 
There was special rooms of therapy or other treatments. This was sealed and not given back 
to the school. I ask why. They say, “We didn’t finish yet.” They say, “We don’t know what 
will be with the west. We don’t know or if we will no have to fight the British and the 
Americans.” Do you understand? They didn’t finish there. Stalin have a big appetite, you 
know, to take it over everything, and not and getting the whole help from America. Lately 
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the Russian Army was only fighting with the American weapons and with American food. 
The same with the hospitals. And the same with the clothing. I was, every Russian officer 
have a beautiful American outfit clothing, you know. So, you see, Poland had two, our 
Jewish tragedy and they was going through their own... 

HR: Upheaval? 
HS: Upheaval like a revolution, a counterrevolution. Because the Polaks 

imported from Russia, and the Polish Army what was coming from Russia, what I should 
go to that army, the Poshushka division, you know, they was brutally, you know, destroying 
the Polaks, the all opposition. Bloody, you know. During the night, the whole night was 
fights. They’re destroying physically the Russians, the Polaks. So, when we start to go 
back, you see, and we didn’t know where they will send us. We was a part already from 
the Polish repatriaten. Repatriaten means refugees what’s going back. Repatriation? 

HR: Repatriates. 
HS: Repatriates. This is it was a Polish organization [unclear. 
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Tape sixteen, side two: 
 
HR: Okay, now, Mr. Skorr, you’re just going to tell us about what happened after 

you arrived in Warsaw. 
HS: Right. We arrived in Warsaw how I say before, and we visit the Jewish 

Committee Entraga. And how I say the atmosphere was so terrible, so subdued. People 
was so afraid. They didn’t either permit us to talk loud in Jewish. [tape off then on] 

HR: Now talk in... 
HS: Do you want just to test it again? 
HR: In a little while we will. Just go ahead and pick up with the story. They 

wouldn’t let you talk... 
HS: Okay. Yeah, so and it was all kind of rumors that we will be settled in the 

new provinces what Poland recall it from the Germany. This means in Silesia where is 
Breslau, Reichenbach, and top to Stettin. And Wokzyn. And we was continue. We was on 
the trains. We didn’t know, we didn’t believe that everybody can travel how he wants--he 
can get off the train and travel like a free person--because we wasn’t used to, since the 
Russian experience we was very, we was already psychologically geared that they have to 
send us and we have to do everything what the government or the people are saying. So, 
finally we find out that all the trains what are coming from Russia, they’re being sent to 
the western Poland, what they call it now, in the returned provinces. Zhemia Prowincia. I 
don’t know how just to explain this in English. And we was traveling through whole 
Poland, from east to west, in the direction to our destination, not knowing exactly where 
we will be sent. Traveling in that time, it was April already. It was the most beautiful time 
in Poland. And you can see the farmers working on the fields. Is everything so individual, 
in contrast from Russia where everything was so gray and so subdued. You can see a entire 
different country what we wasn’t used to this. 

In the same way you could see that the Polish population didn’t like us. When we 
was traveling on the trains and stopping on stops in the cities, we could see their remarks 
against the Jews and against the government. And we was wondering that they’re not afraid 
to talk so, because we are, again I am repeating I was used to the Russian experience. 
You’re no expressing your political opinions. Now we could see that everybody, most from 
the people what we was meeting on the trains, was against us, and against the government. 
And it’s very remarkable, I remember I had a little a conversation with a railroad man. And 
he told me a proverb from Poland, that, “Bad is that bird what is talking against his own 
nest.” This he want to explain me that he is talking against Poland because he no like the 
political system what is now in Poland. [Polish phrase]. This is means, “It’s a very bad bird 
what’s make dirty their own nest.” And now you can see in the atmosphere what’s going 
around, that everybody, most from the Polaks, was against that new political regime what 
was enforced on them from the Russians. You can see everywhere Russian soldiers in big 
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quantity, and their behavior was not like they would be in a friendly country. No they was 
like they would be in a occupying country. And the Polaks was straight avoiding them. 

About only behavior I have to tell what happened to us at night when we was 
traveling already in the direction from, to Legnica. Legnica is in Germany, was Liegnitz. 
This was already on the western part already of Poland. We was standing, waiting for a 
locomotive. Come in three Russian soldiers with guns and demand money from us and 
demand vodka from us. It’s clear that we could resist. I had my gun ready and analyzing 
the situation, being afraid that any resistance that they just will squeeze the trigger--they 
have automatic guns--and they will be too many... 

HR: You were able to take your gun out of Russia? 
HS: Correct. I took my gun illegally out of Russia. 
HR: Oh. 
HS: And I have it constantly with me, being in Warsaw. And I remember when 

there was a woman, a secretary, we was in that headquarter from the Jewish Committee, 
tell us; “Be so quiet. Don’t talk so Jewish,” I just show her the gun, that I am, I will no 
permit that somebody should attack me without--they still had the psychology, they most 
was Jewish what was hiding on Aryan papers. Now we wasn’t used to this and... 

HR: They found Aryan papers? 
HS: Aryan papers. Means they... 
HR: Even though they were Jewish? 
HS: Right. And everybody from the all leading people, from the Polish 

community, they have false Polish names. Nobody used a Jewish name, because they, and 
it was a official policy from the government that if you’re employed by the government, if 
you are a Jew, they wasn’t employing Jew. Now you have to change your name, not to 
antagonize the Polish population--what was so terrible anti-Jewish. They overtook that 
German propaganda and the German behavior, and they was, or they was active against 
Jews or they was actually killing Jews. You heard, every day you was hearing that here 
and there a Jew was killed. So, going back to that situation, to the incident in the Legnica 
railroad, the three soldiers with automats, and one was standing down with a grenade and 
demand from us money. We could resist. We have, we was soldiers, and we had a few 
demobilized soldiers, two Polish-Jewish boys. We could fall on them and start a battle with 
them. Only we was afraid that will be too much, if they just squeeze a trigger... 

HR: Sure. 
HS: In the car was 80, 90 people in it. So, I developed with the Russian strategy, 

I start to talk to them in Russian. I say, “What you doing, boys? You want to have maybe 
a drink?” And we took out, we have alcohol and we give them to drink. And what was, 
they drink and they fall asleep in the car. We called the Polish railroad police and they said, 
“We’re not interfering in Russian affairs. This is your soldiers.” They saw which was a 
sarcasm to us, “and you take care on them.” We tried to call the Russian military police 
about them. Now nobody answer us. I just want to give you this for a example how was 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

The audiotaped interview is the primary source record 
for this transcript which was produced in partnership with Gratz College



their behavior from the Russian soldiers. They was behaving like they would be in a 
occupying country--robbing, stealing, raping. And this should be a country where and they 
should be in a country what they should be their friends. 

When we come to Poznan, they tell us that in Poznan is a small Jewish committee. 
This was, either before the war Poznan was a anti-Jewish town. And we find out where is 
the Jewish committee. We went over there. In the same way they greet us very nicely, you 
know, very cold, and they tell us, “Don’t be loud with your Jewish behavior.” And this was 
very strange for us. So after a few days of traveling we come to our destination. This was 
in Silesia and the town of Reichbach. They call it in, by German Reichenbach am Eul 
Engebirge. This means Reichenbach on the Eule Mountains. And over there was already 
standing plenty echelons with the repatriaten from Russia. And was a new ferment, near 
the station was waiting hundreds of people what was coming before and looking just for 
people. Maybe they will meet somebody what they know from before the war. How I say 
it was a ferment that people start to look for each other and where they come they put up a 
sign, a piece of paper that, “My name is so-and-so. I am from Kalisz.” Or, “I am from this 
and this town, and I am looking for friends and for relatives.” And imagine our--we, some 
people from Kalisz was standing on the station and they recognize us. And one was a family 
Blankrot. One was a friend from my brother. And he... 

HR: The brother that was killed. 
HS: Correct. And he, that family survived because mine brother, when I come 

back the first time, he went to them. They was living on the Shotana Street and he told 
them that there is a way to escape to Russia. And they, there was a father and a mother and 
one son what was from the Polish Army. When he find out that, that his friend, my brother, 
was killed, he started to cry on the station. And the first thing, they was living already a 
few weeks, three, four weeks before when we was coming. And they was in a small town 
near Reichbach there. The name is Bielawa, Langenbielau. And they give me their address 
that soon we, they will settle us somewhere that I should come over to them. And in fact, 
that I went to them. And imagine they either didn’t recognize my mother. My mother was, 
lost so much weight and she was so old, they didn’t recognize her. She was weighing maybe 
80 pounds. And before we left to Russia she was weighting over 300 pounds she went 
there. 

HR: My! 
HS: So they didn’t even recognize. And my mother being in the train so long, 

she was very sick. And she was spitting with blood and mine future wife, she was a nurse 
and she was constantly being with her, taking care and she nurse her very well. And they 
loaded us out from the railroad and they send us to a small town near Reichenbach, near 
Dzierzoniow. The Polish name of Reichenbach they give a name Dzierzoniow. It was a 
ferment in Poland to change all names from Germany in Polish. So they send us to a small 
town near Reichbach. They call it Pietrolesha [phonetic], Peter’s Valdau [phonetic]. And 
we come over there and we was living in such communal houses, just like ten families in 
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one room just waiting until they come from the poor organization, from the repatriation 
organization to send us, to give us apartments. It was a big ferment about the new returned 
provinces. Whole towns was without people. The history returned. Now, the Germans was 
the underprivileged. The Germans people was suppressed, and the Germans people what 
was under duress. You would come in in a house, take over a whole house, take over a 
whole business, with everything what they have over there, and just going on to live. You 
can go in, throw out a German, and go in in a house with everything, with clothing, with 
all the... 

HR: You could just… 
HS: Yes. 
HR: Really? 
HS: Everybody could do this, go in, just take a house, take a business... 
HR: Well where did the Germans go? 
HS: With everything, and they throw out the Germans or they give them a small 

room to live until it will be a repatriation. And the Germans was belonging, was coming 
from the U.N., from the UNRRA, a repatriation commission, and they was resettling them 
to West Germany. And they didn’t permit them, you just can take a little clothing, the same 
way what we had before when the Germans come to us. No, in a much more humane way. 
And to our eternal plus, the Jewish people didn’t usurp that way. They didn’t mistreat the 
Germans. They didn’t, Jewish people didn’t want to go in. They was only a few people 
what was doing this. Most people what was just coming out from the concentration camps. 
Because was in Langenbielau and Bielawa and Pietrolesha, in Peter’s Valdau, and 
Reichbach, was before concentration camps where the Jewish people was working over 
there and they was being killed over there. These wasn’t extermination camps. Was only 
working camps. No, they was mistreated over there and was over there cemeteries where 
they was buried. So, when it come, when the Russian Army overran this, and the prisoners 
from the concentration camp come out, they beat up the Germans and they took over 
businesses and houses. And later when the Polish administration come over the apartments 
and the houses where the Germans ran away, they was closed from the government. And 
later they give to everybody, resettle them. The same way to us when we come to 
Pietrolesha, they ask me, “Oh, you want this apartment? This apartment?” Full with 
everything, with furniture and with clothing, and with food and with jewelry, with 
everything what it was. Now being over there, still living in such a dormitory with 
everybody comes my friend from Kalisz. And he was a big shot already in the 
administration. And he say he have for me a job. And not only he have for me a job, he 
was talking so in Russian he start that I should take over that job. I was used to already 
that, to the Russian psychology that they send you, I should go. 

HR: This is in Warsaw? 
HS: No, we... 
HR: No, in this German town... 
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HS: Right. 
HR: [unclear]. 
HS: In Peter’s Valdau, in Pietrolesha, right. I should say the houses and 

everything was so beautiful we never saw in our life, because that Niederschlesien [lower 
Silesia] was, is so beautiful much nicer than Poland. Not talking about, don’t talking about 
Russia. The old towns are medieval towns, beautiful built with how do you call that, with 
surrounded the wall, with medieval walls, with the gates how it was 100 years ago. 

HR: And it wasn’t destroyed? 
HS: It was very little destroyed. This was the whole, only the destruction you 

was seeing when you’re going near to Breslau, to Wroclaw, where the German Army, when 
Hitler declared this is a Festung.24 And the German Army didn’t run away. They stayed to 
fight to the end. Breslau, Wroclaw what is now, and you hear about the, with the Walesa 
business, Wroclaw is a big town from the Solidarity Union now. And when you come near 
Breslau, you could see 80, 90 per cent of the city destroyed like Warsaw. Everything was 
destroyed. Only the other towns around them they was just surrounded by the Russian 
Army and the Germans surrendered them without fight. So everything was in working 
condition. Either the coal mines, the big factories, everything was in working condition. 
And the Polish government took this everything over. The ethnic, the really Polaks, they 
didn’t want to go over, take it over, because they say this doesn’t belong to Poland. They 
was against that whole situation what was imposed from Russia. So, the Polish government 
decided to populate this big, rich provinces with the new repatriates from Poland. And the 
repatriates, plenty of Polaks was coming from the west--from France, from Belgium. And 
Polish soldiers was coming from the west. With this population, with these people they 
populated the all Zhemia Prowincja, the new returned provinces. 

So, when my friend come and told me that I should take over that job, I say, “What 
kind of job?” And I was already, if they say I have to take over I am ready to take over. 
This was I should be a head from the Jewish home for children what come from the 
concentration camps. This was called such a bursa. This means children without parents, 
children coming from Russia. They was organized in such a, in a house. We was providing 
them food, providing them school, and teaching them professions. 

HR: What ages? How young to... 
HS: Ages? They was, let’s see, from you could be from eight, ten years to twenty 

or to twenty-five. We had either soldiers, single men from the Russian Army that had no 
where to live. They didn’t want to take over a apartments. They was living in the bursa and 
getting jobs. Now the main thing was to organize the children and the youth from the 
concentration camps. And we get such a house what was before a German professional 
school where you learned professions. That was a little out of town, and was a old house 
was a few hundred years old and we was, and we had over there, we maked over there 

24fortress - German 
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living quarters and a dining room and a kitchen and like a school. And this was it. And I 
took over the job. And in that job was that I get a apartment over there. 

With all complications what was, the children was really sick, there was plenty of 
children mentally sick, you know... 

HR: Right. 
HS: …from that all everything. And was going on plenty of horror things. You 

could see them walking around whole nights, you know, and talking to themself. Mentally 
sick. And you could see boys so depraved, you know, and they’re no believing in nothing. 
So cynical. Destroying everything, cutting everything, stealing. That, this was supported 
from the Jewish Committee. And the Jewish Committee was being supported from the 
American Federation, from the whole money was coming from the Jewish people from the 
United States. Either I didn’t have civil clothing. I was in my army clothing. They give us, 
in the Jewish Committee when you come over we was getting clothing and getting food. 
And if you no have a job, and most people have no jobs, most people was so disoriented. 
Their whole life was only for looking for people. And they were standing near the Jewish 
Committee. There was always hundreds of people milling around and listening for news 
and listening about horror stories. Was always, in whole Poland you only hear every day 
and every night they was killing Jewish people. And there was pogroms. You probably 
hear of the pogrom in Kielce, the pogrom in Krakow and other towns. The Polaks didn’t 
accept Jewish people back. And so in that whole Jewish population was in such a uproar 
and such a--not knowing what they will do with themselves. 

And most, I have to say that the Zionist organizations was doing a very good job 
by organizing people in kibbutzim. They organized kibbutzim in every town and just 
waiting for the people on the trains and say, “Come to the kibbutz and we will take you 
to...” 

HR: Israel. 
HS: To Palestine. 
HR: Palestine, yes. 
HS: At that time it was not Israel. And plenty of people was going over there. 

Now this was actively fighted by the Jewish Committee. The Jewish Committee was 
oriented and was supervised by the Jewish Communistic Party. And they was dead against 
that Jews should emigrate from Poland to Palestine. They want to build a Jewish life in 
Poland. No by the political situation in Poland, the Polish government was not so strong in 
their Communistic way. It was a really a coalition government where was the Communists, 
the Socialists, and either the western part Mikolaich [phonetic] from London, and other 
people. The Stronictwo Tvolodovid [phonetic], that means the peasants’ party, the same 
was in the Jewish life. The Jewish Committee was organized from the Jewish Communists, 
from the Bundists, and from the Zionist organization. Only the Zionist organization, they 
was suppressed in their activity. The most part, the most activity and the most strength was 
in the hand from the Jewish Communists. And they was very eager to keep the Jewish 
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people together to make from that Niederschlesien a Jewish country. And that the Jewish 
leaders in Reichbach and in Breslau, in Wroclaw, have more to say in managing the 
provinces than the Polish government. It was amazing. And they started to stabilize. We 
started to stabilize the Jewish life. There started to be Jewish theaters, started to be Jewish 
schools. 

HR: Was there a rabbi after you came? 
HS: There start to be rabbis. 
HR: [unclear]. 
HS: It’s amazing, it’s... 
HR: Survivors. 
HS: It’s amazing that the Germans didn’t destroy the Jewish cemeteries in their 

territory. In Reichbach, in Reichenbach, was a old Jewish cemetery not destroyed. Was a 
small shul, and was a small house from the Jewish Gemeinde, from the Jewish Kehillah. 
Like... 

HR: The society... 
HS: Correct, what it was before. And the Jewish Committee took over this and 

they have over there the headquarter. And I remember and comes the High Holidays. There 
was a Jewish synagogue. And plenty of people, my mother went over there. And they was 
praying. And the first time since--when we come it was Passover time, in April--the first 
time for so many years we was getting matzahs. The matzahs, all matzahs was coming 
from the United States. And all the thing what’s involved with the Passover holiday. And 
it was so remarkable with that weather, with that sun, and with this, and we was believing 
that it will be a Jewish life. 

HR: Did you have a seder that first year? 
HS: We had a communal seder. They organize in the Jewish Committee a seder. 

And now it not was such a ritual seder, just for remembrance and for bringing this back. 
And being in that town, we started to catch up with our life. We start to look again how I 
say for friends and for relatives. And our all life activity was only involved to find out who 
is alive, who survived and this. Because plenty Jewish from the concentration camp was in 
the last day of war sent to Norwegian and sent to Sweden. And everybody was believing 
maybe... 

HR: Family. 
HS: Maybe. No, nobody was survived from us. Nobody survived from our what 

we left in the in Warta from our relatives. Nobody survived. We have only news that two 
girls was alive maybe a two weeks before liberation. And they couldn’t, and they died, 
right. Mine two cousins what I had the cousins, three cousins, what that mother permit 
them to take with us... 

HR: Yes. 
HS: They come to Russia. Now, they didn’t want to stay one day in Poland. They 

went to Germany. Through the Jewish Committee we find out about them and we get in 
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contact with them. We find out that, somebody told us that the other relative what we took 
them out, is somewhere around, in Giambitsa [phonetic] and some in Kolonitsa, you know, 
in such small towns around. So I decided to go to look for them. And the traveling at that 
time was very terrible, like in the war time. There was no tickets. We just go in in a train 
and if you have muscles you go in. If you can’t, they throw you out. And I was going from 
town to town to look for them, to find the mother. I was sleeping in the railroad station in 
such rooms and always with the gun, because they was killing every day and every night, 
constant killing of Jewish people killing and constant killing of Russians. I remember I was 
laying in a station, in a room. I barricade myself with a chair at the door. Not the barricade, 
just to hear if somebody goes in. And I hear somebody moves the door I just prepare my 
gun. And somebody put a light in mine eyes and I put a gun in his face. He walked out and 
I didn’t say nothing. I just give a episode, you know, how... 

HR: How it would work. 
HS: How it was. And until and I find in a small town in Zmijowiska I find them 

through the Jewish Committee that family that was living. 
HR: These were your cousins? 
HS: Not the cousins. 
HR: The cousins that... 
HS: The other family. 
HR: The other family. 
HS: Right. It’s amazing, when I came over there I was in Russian clothing, you 

know. I, and I come over there. They didn’t recognize me. And I come in to that apartment 
to them and they are looking. And she say, and I hear she talked to him in Russian, “Shtom 
hotchet etteh choloviak.” [phonetic] And they look on me, they look on me, you know, till 
their uncle say, “Are you Henry?” They didn’t recognize me I was so changed. And can 
you imagine how that, what happening, you know? 

HR: The reunion. 
HS: The yelling, the crying and this and that, you know? And this was a small 

town. And I told them, “We will take them to the bigger town, to- 
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Tape seventeen, side one: 
 
HS: My sister was already working, a bookkeeper in a factory. And we find that 

man what I saved once on the streets what I talking and how, you have that. And mine 
sister arranged him to be, to work in the factory. And we took a truck from that factory. 
And we went to bring up. I am telling such things that in American life doesn’t mean 
nothing. Now in that time to take a truck and to be able, it was a whole, it’s like to go now 
to the moon. And we brought him over to our town. And they took over a apartment. Was 
plenty apartments around to take. And they was living over there. Why I want to say this? 
Because later in that apartment by them, I married my wife. 

HR: Ah! 
HS: And we maked a collective marriage. Their daughter married to one, and so 

we maked a two weddings... 
HR: In one. 
HS: In one, in one apartment, because it was a little complicated with a rabbi, 

with everything. So we decided to make them over there. Working, I have to say what I 
was doing in that Bursa with the youth from the concentration camps. We, I had a terrible 
accident. One night a Polish or a German band attacked us, with machine guns. And they 
want... 

HR: And the children? 
HS: And they want to kill us. This was a combination action, because they want 

to make such instability that people start to run away from the provinces, because they was 
against that Polish people or Jewish people should be in that province. No, I, being a 
soldier, I was afraid from the beginning such things will happen, and I prepared myself. 
We had weapons. We had a machine gun. We had guns, everything. And soon at night, and 
we was very well barricaded. They only can storm us. So when they attacked us and they 
say they are the police, and I say, “Police can’t come in at night. The police had nothing to 
do in the school at night.” As soon I talk to him from the upstairs they shoot to me upstairs. 
So I saw that this is right away a attack. I was prepared for this. We had a few soldiers. 
They mobilized. We took positions and the children was instructed just to lay down on the 
floor. And we had a whole battle with them. And in the beginning my wife was a little 
panicky, scaring and until I say, “Shirley, don’t be scared. Just give me the,” and later she 
started to feed me... 

HR: The ammunition. 
HS: The ammunition, and everything was okay, until I succeeded to throw in in 

a, down, I saw where they’re hiding, I throw down a grenade. And I hear yelling in Polish, 
“Jesus Maria!” You know? And one was wounded. And they start to retreat, by that sound 
of the battle, factories what was not far away. And the Russian soldiers was not far away. 
They start to come in with the, on the sound of the battle. This was forcing them to retreat. 
In the morning when we come down we saw a, on the fields blood signs and blooded 
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clothing, and we saw that this was a attack from that band. Starting from this we decided 
to, who wants to go to, on the other side to Czechoslovakia and to the Jewish camps before 
it was--there was active fighting not to let the people go. And now half an hour, Bursa was 
star--run away, the children run away on the other side. And this was amazing, you can see 
over there on the outskirts of the city, in the evening coming in trucks. And the Jewish 
people just coming up and going across the border, going to the DP camps. And from there 
they was going to, over to Palestine if they could. If not they was going to Italy or they’re 
going toward Cyprus. 

After that episode, I decided that I no want to live in the same apartment, in the 
same house. So we took over a apartment. And I was only sleeping when I have to be over 
there and we had our own apartment in a different street. I was very against what they want 
to, that the Jewish Communists start to so put on their pressure on the Jewish population 
and on the Jewish boys that they no permit democratic life. And when they decided to take 
in in the Bursa Polish gentile boys, I was very against of this. I say, “This is a Jewish school 
for Jewish children, supported by Jewish money from America. And I no believe that they 
should be integrated with the Polish boys. The Polish gentile boys, if they need help, they 
have a whole government and they have a whole Polish society that supports.” Their 
intention was from the Jewish communists to interwove so this that shouldn’t be a strict 
Jewish life. Should be a life mixed up with the Polish population. Not understanding that 
the Polish population are rejecting us. They no want to tolerate us. So, I start with them a 
little a confrontation. And I say, “I am not agreeing with that policy.” And I say, “I intend 
to go, I intend to quit that job. I am not interested in that job. Because it’s against my 
morality.” So they come up with a other idea. They, I should take over a job to protect the 
Jewish interests in the line of the Jewish guild. You know, what is a guild? 

HR: A guild? Yeah. 
HS: Yeah? Carpenters and... 
HR: I think, yes. 
HS: …shoemakers. By Polish law, you have to be a master, you have to go 

through, this is a medieval law, later a little modified and more modern. Now still you have 
to make the test. You have to have a diploma and so forth and so forth. The Polish, the 
people in the Polish guild was fighting the Jewish how do they call the people? 

HR: They didn’t want you to belong to that. 
HS: They know, you see, if you have a diploma, or you show that you are a 

shoemaker or you’re a carpenter or you’re a tailor, you can take over a store in the new--
and get rich. A baker with flour or everything. A shoemaker with leathers and everything 
he can take over. So they made a issue that the Polish Jewish what come back from Russia, 
they have no documents. 

HR: And they can’t join the guild. 
HS: And they can’t join. And without this you can’t take over a apartment. So, 

they decided that I should go take a job in that administration and fight for the Jewish 
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rights. I liked, to fight for the Jewish rights I liked the idea, because I was very unhappy 
with what’s going on in the Jewish Bursa. And I say, “Okay, I will try to take over the job.” 
I come over. In Reichbach it was Zwyozek Cechov. [phonetic] They call it a cech, the guild 
in Poland calls that cech. I come in over there. It was a really nest of anti-Jewish and anti-
Polish activity. Anti-democratic activity, a nest from the Polish underground, from the 
reactionary Polish underground from the Armja Krajowa. I come over there and I have a 
official, I have the job from a secretary. And they didn’t want to tolerate me. They didn’t 
want to accept me, until I just, you see I was already experiencing such difficulty. I just 
didn’t pay attention. Then we start to do my job. I start to learn what it is. I never saw this. 
First of all I start to study the Polish industrial law, on what is based this everything. And 
I studied this from A to Z, like in Russia I studied what I have to study to know exactly 
what I am talking about. 

HR: Like you did in the fire department. 
HS: Correct, exactly what I am talking what the administra-, what is the structure 

from this Cechen how this works, who can belong, and how he can belong. And I find out 
reading that Przemyslowiec prawo, industrial law, there is a article 146 what gives a 
dispense to a person what can show that he had documents. There is such a article. There 
is some situations that a person can show, you know, a reason, a fire, a reason destruction, 
a reason of war. So I make from this a base. And the article 146 tell you what you should 
do. You can bring two witnesses so they can swear that he, they know him from Lemberg, 
from L’vov that he have a store and he have a this and this and that. Or you have a piece 
of paper showing where is written, “He is a carpenter.” It’s already a document. Or you 
can show from Russia that he was working in an arter [phonetic], in a cooperative. This is 
already a basis that we can talk about. And first of all you can make him a test. I saw already 
that I am in a right way. I went to Breslau. This was the state town. And to a Dr. Voltsky, 
a whole theoretical, you know? And we start to discuss about Jewish. He say, “Oh they 
are, now they have no papers and they this or that.” And what is that article Magister 
Volsky. A Magister, you know what’s a Magister? It’s a whole title, with all the przechpana 
[phonetic], with the whole thing, you know. And I come in like a small Jewish boy, you 
know? And he look it over and say, “What is this law?” And so I guess he never studied 
that law. 

HR: Ah! 
HS: And he study, he say, “You know, you’re right?” I say, “I know that I am 

right.” And not only by law I can take the testimony from witnesses. You no have to go to 
somebody. If I have the job, a secretary from this unit, from the Cechen, I can take 
testimony from people. So, and I changed the whole climate. And they start to be, a Polak 
is so when you hit him on his head he start to be [unclear]. And I say, “Starting from now, 
no more illegal meetings should be here. Every meeting should be registered by the 
government.” And they was very afraid. This was a counterrevolution over there, you 
know. And I say, “No more meetings. Every meeting you have to be registered.” And I 
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went to the Jewish Committee. I say this and this. And people start to come in. And 
hundreds of people I make out papers for them, and they start to be carpenters and took 
over the jobs and they start to be rich. And I took, and it was, in that time I was already 
married and my daughter was born, in 1948. And I start to be again a tremendous figure, 
you know, in that town, because the shoemakers and the carpenters, they was so many. 
And they was very influential. Because it’s in such a society where is no enough shoes, 
where is no enough clothing. 

HS: Right. 
HR: A shoemaker in this is right away a rich man. And it start to go everything 

okay. And I start to be famous. And they come to me and the opposite. And they start 
already involve me in their private life. If he have trouble with his wife, she say, “I will go 
to Henry.” I say, “Well, boys, don’t make from me a god. I am not a god and I no want to 
interfere in your private things, you know?” Just, and I was dealing this with them. 

Now, what was wrong? The wrong was that I saw that there will be no Jewish life 
in Poland. I saw that the Polish people will not tolerate us. Even the Polish government 
doesn’t tolerate us. Only the Jewish part, the Jewish Communistic part, artificial, want the 
whole back, freeze it, you know, in that life. They the Polish people they want that the all 
Jewish people emigrate, and finish with that Jewish problem. Only that the Jewish 
Yevseksia [phonetic], the Jewish part from the Communistic Party, they artificial was 
holding back everything. And they was making such what they learned very fast in Russia. 
Being such dictators, such small Stalins, you know? The former shoemakers, the former 
carpenters, they start to, they had big jobs, and they start to dictate their will to the, you 
know? When they come, let’s see, from that Central Committee a Shimon Zacharias and 
he start to talk like Stalin with a pipe in his mouth, slowly every word, you know? And 
they start to dictate, suppress the other people, suppress the other organizations, to suppress 
the Zionist organizations, and utilizing the money what they’re getting from the United 
States. Because the all, you see, the all cooperatives, everything was only from the, made 
from Jewish money what comes from the United States. The Jewish people have no to do 
work, so they organize cooperatives with the Jewish money from America and they was 
shoemakers and they was carpenters, and they was brush makers. And they was, the first 
like Socialist way, with capitalistic money, with American money. 

HS: Money. 
HR: This was the paradox. And they start to be very, the life start to be very 

nasty more in that Russian way, because Poland, being a coalition in government, the 
Communistic part started to push out the other. They make let’s see a plebiscite. You know 
what’s a plebiscite means? Or we should have such a government. Or we should accept 
that Mikolaichik. Mikolaichik was from London. Or we should want the return the Zhemia 
Prowincja; means the western provinces. So, and they was falsifying, they was forcing us 
to go three times to vote for the government, not to let the other people vote, you know, 
the everything was falsified. And the Russian Army what was occupying this, they was, 
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they’re keeping their power only with the power from the Russian Army. And the Russian 
soldiers was really occupiers. They have closed streets where they was doing, they was 
robbing and killing people, and they was destroying everything. What they couldn’t take 
with them to Russia, they destroyed whole houses! They take pianos and they throw it 
down from the third floor. They take, they took, let’s see, bathtubs. Everything they was 
destroying, you know? And their behavior was like a occupation power. And the 
government throw out the Polish democratic part. They unplaced from the Rola Zhimerski 
what was the defense minister. They put in Rokosovski, a Russian Polish marshal. You 
didn’t hear from Rokosovski that. And they Russified so in Poland. And the Jewish 
Communists was going in their way. How... 

HS: It’s okay. 
HR: Yeah. 
HS: Do you think it’s working good? [tape off then on] Well, being already a 

little established over there, I decided to go back to Kalisz to see what it is, and to close 
that historical around what I make in my life. 

HR: Finish the circle. 
HS: Finish the circle, because my circle was going out to the east... 
HR: And then coming back. 
HS: And coming back to the west. Because we are already in the west from 

Poland. And I went back to Kalisz by myself, to look over the city. And in Kalisz I find 
one of my friends. And I find, and there was maybe 100 people. 

HR: Jews? 
HS: Jews, living. For protection, most live in one house. Most of the people was 

living in one house. 
HR: 100 people? 
HS: Yes. And they was living on the Marianska Street. And the Jews, the Kalisz 

Association from America was organizing a cooperative from tailors in our town where the 
people was working. The town was unrecognizable. The, all the Jewish Quarter what was 
where the Jewish, was everything destroyed, everything razed. The river was going through 
to that Jewish Quarter was closed out with everything, with the synagogue, with the 
hospital, what they bulldoze it, and they throw that all refuse in the... 

HR: River? 
HS: In the river, and make out the river. 
HR: And redirected the river? 
HS: And redirected the river. And when you come over there--I was born over 

there--you couldn’t recognize in what part, where are you. This was not like mine town. 
You no recognize nothing what was involved with Jewish life. 

HR: Do you mean they took the entire ghetto... 
HS: Entire... 
HR: Area? 
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HS: Jewish... 
HR: Area. 
HS: Area. 
HR: And... 
HS: Bulldoze it, clean it up, and with everything, they put everything in that 

river, closed that river. It’s unrecognizable. And they make over there a park and other 
things. 

HR: Oh, all gone. 
HS: And it’s all gone. 
HR: It’s as if it never existed. 
HS: Not either it’s impossible to recognize. If you was born over there you 

wouldn’t recognize that part. The other parts was recognizable, you know, where we was 
living in that, we was living in a Polish neighborhood. A half from our house was standing. 

HR: When your father had the... 
HS: Correct. 
HR: The butcher shop. 
HS: Right. No, the butcher shop he had... 
HR: Was in the other... 
HS: Yeah. Now we, where we was living. And over there I told you before when 

the Polaks retreat, they explode a bridge near us. And a half house was destroyed. So this 
part was destroyed. Now only I find the spot where we bury our jewelry. 

HR: Did you find it? 
HS: Correct. 
HR: Ah! 
HS: I find that part. I dig it out. 
HR: How deep did you put it in there? 
HS: I no remember how deep. 
HR: But you found it. 
HS: Now I find it. 
HR: How, what was the way that you recognized where? 
HS: I, that our, that house, half a part was standing. 
HR: Yeah? 
HS: And that corner wasn’t standing. You know, I make mine orientier 

[orientation] and I dig out over there. Yes. And I was looking in that town. I went to mine 
former principal from the school. He was living still in that well, and I was very, he was 
very unhappy with the Polish reality. He was a very big Polish patriot from before--
Pamrovchovski. I saw a few Polish friends what I was with them in the school. 

HR: Non-Jews? 
HS: Non-Jews. A few was very pro-government. They was working for the 

government with the secret police. And a few was anti-government. They didn’t want to 
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even look on me. They saw me from far away. They just even didn’t talk to me. I went to 
my old house where we was living in the beginning where I was born. Was no Jew left and 
the all apartments taken over by the goyim. Was, I recognize a few tenants, a few neighbors. 
One was a big in the Socialist Party before, Sheppan, and he say he no like what’s going 
on. And I went to the cemetery to see where I went through with that... 

HR: That new Jewish cemetery. 
HS: …with that shooting, correct. And... 
HR: It was there still? 
HS: Still was there. Still was the bullet holes. Everything was there. The wall 

was there where the rabbi was... 
HR: And the graves were there? 
HS: Nothing was touched. And the grave was there. And I went to the Polish, I 

went to the city hall and I explained where is the mass grave. I measured, and so you no 
see that it’s a mass grave over there. I measured just from that small mausoleum what is 
standing, and we put a stone over there on this. Being in Kalisz, I find out, I intend to take 
back our property what, not ours, no, from our relative in the small town in Warta. Coming 
again, say coming and going, it’s a very complicated story with the train over there. And 
from there I have a train to Sieradz where my mother was born. No Jew, not one Jew. And 
that Sieradz was 85% Jewish. 

HR: So what did they do about property return there? Did people come to get it 
back? 

HS: Yeah. And I, from that town, from Sieradz, I have to take a bus. Goes one 
the bus to Warta, to a very small town. And maybe three or four streets in the whole town. 
I come to that town. There was still there a Burgermeister, that is the mayor, always a 
friend from before the war, Shimon. He have a Jewish wife. He hide there by the Germans, 
from the Rothschilds. I was sleeping by them. I was hiding by them, because there is one 
bus comes in the morning and goes away 3:00. And after 3:00 you’re cut off over there. 
And after 3:00 bands are coming from the forest, illegal. They’re taking over the town at 
night, cutting off the telephone wires and they have the bus in the city, and making trials 
who is good and he is no good. And they, and it was coming in, eighteen people come back 
in the beginning to that town. They slaughtered all eighteen boys. 

HR: Jews came back? 
HS: Right. 
HR: And the Polish people killed them? 
HS: They slaughtered, the bands what come from the forest, they slaughtered 

them all. And he show me where they was laying. And when they was laying already dead, 
they took all the shoes, the clothing, you know? That Shimon told me that story. And he 
told me, “There is a possibility the band will come at night too. And this is a possibility 
that they saw you walking in the street.” 

HR: My. 
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HS: “So, I tell you where you have to go to hide under the roof.” How do you 
call this? 

HR: Like an attic. 
HS: In the attic. And I was already scared. I want to go back and it was already 

too late, you know? And at night the band come, and I went to the attic. But they didn’t 
look for me. No they, this was a normal occurrence. They come at night. They steal 
everything. They take food, bread and everything. If something goes wrong they make a 
trial to judge you, and they shoot you, you know? This is a band, they know who is the 
band is, everything. Malolepsheh [phonetic]. Only the government still didn’t have power 
to do something against them. The same bands, you know, they’re stopping trains, and 
taking out the Russians, and they’re killing them. 

HR: Oh my God. 
HS: Yeah. So, finding out about that house I could take over three houses over 

there, from my relatives. One was, I saw the place where they make a picture, when they 
send us a picture to Cherepovetz with the ghetto star, he show me where the picture is. 
They show me where they hanged our relative. He was the head from the Jewish ghetto. 
The German forced the Jewish people to hang him. Right. So and I went to that Naman, to 
that Notaria what I told you, and he took out the all books, all binded in, no books, leather 
books. And we find over there our ancestry maybe five, six hundred years. Not only, “They 
say that you have fields, land, too belong,” he say, “to your family.” They was like farmers 
before. So I took out the all papers. With the whole papers I went to Sieradz and I hired a 
lawyer. The lawyer was named Yuzek Shebaynski. This I remember too, a devil, a bandit. 
And he say, “You just sell the house or do what you want and just get, go out from here 
because you will be dead.” 

HR: Yes, yes. 
HS: This is what he told me, these words. And I was in that courthouse. And 

they called, “Skorrupa.” And imagine, they called “Skorrupa,” three Polish peasants get 
up. Their name is Skorrupa too. This is a Polish popular name, you know? So, I did 
everything with that Shebaynski and I make the all papers. And I took back a house. And 
he was the broker and he was selling. And I say, “I no want to see.” I took the money. With 
this money I married the sister, mine sister. 

HR: Oh. 
HS: Yeah. She married, yes. 
HR: She found, who did she marry, Mr. Skorr? 
HS: She married a, too a refugee. 
HR: She found somebody? 
HS: Yes, and, right. And this was mine, I didn’t want to get married first, you 

know? Because it’s our as a, the daughter have to go get married first. No, it’s a, such a 
abnormal situation was. And my wife want to get married, you know? And so this 
happened. Now, I come back to, from Kalisz I come back to Reichbach. And I, and it 
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started to be very tight, my life, you know? Why? Because I didn’t want to work in their 
line, in the Communistic line. I saw the wrong things, the terrible wrong things what they’re 
doing. And not only things. They want to force me that I should take over the leadership in 
the town. Forcing me, Russian style. On a meeting I say, “This never will happen. I no 
want this and it’s too much for me. You can’t force me.” And in that time come a 
commission from Wa- 
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Tape seventeen, side two: 
 
HS: ...go in their line. And I saw the wrong thing what they are doing. They’re 

depressing the people that they shouldn’t leave Poland. And it was already start now in the 
activity, the fights in Palestine. We have already the U.N. decision about dividing Palestine 
between Israel and the Arabs. And we have mass jubilation on the street. And no, they 
didn’t permit to have official celebrations, organized. The Polish government, the Polish 
people, was more positive to creating a Jewish country than the Jewish Communists in 
Poland. And they start to be very repressive because they are afraid to lose their job. And 
they was towing the line from the Stalinistic line. What they say, they was doing, and they 
was actively start to repressing people. If somebody wants to emigrate, if somebody wants 
to do to put out his property or something, they actively, through the NKVD, through the 
Polish Urzad Bezpieczenstwa25, they started to harass him. How I know? They was coming 
to me from the UB, on the position what I have in the guild association, ask me questions 
about this guy, about the other guy. And I just tried to give him neutral answers. And as 
soon they leave me, I just called that guy and I say, “You know this and this and this can 
happen from them. You have to escape tonight.” And people was leaving everything--
houses with property, with everything--and just escaping because they was in danger from 
arresting. It’s clear that in such a atmosphere you can’t exist long, or you’re in danger from 
being arrested. And we start to toeing a very delicate line. So when they come from Warsaw 
looking for this, and I was a part from, they interview me, and so I utilized this. They called 
me, they send me a telegram calling me to the Warsaw, to Ministerium, like the State 
Department. So with this, having a telegram, I say, “I am leaving that job because I am 
going to Warsaw.” I know, and they already, you see, the former shoemakers and the 
tailors, they’re so big heroes, how long they are in their turf, you see they’re really 
[unclear]. You know, they’re not educated people. They just build with their hate. They 
was in prisons before the war for justice and for freedom. Soon they have the power, they 
no want to give you justice and freedom. They’re just turning around and they start to be 
[unclear] just like the other side. So, utilizing this, I have to utilize, you see, already having 
that experience, that Russian experience, you have to see what the moment is bringing. So 
I say, “I can’t work more here. I have to go to Warsaw for a interview.” They right away 
released me, because they was afraid of Warsaw. 

Coming to Warsaw, in the Alaya Shuka [phonetic] where it was once the Gestapo, 
and they give me a interview. And in the end they want to send me to Polish Embassy in 
Sweden, with one condition. My wife and my child should be left in Poland. And second, 
I should give them a answer why my sister left for Israel. I say, “Why my sister left for 
Israel? My sister left for Israel because this is the official Polish policy. There is a Jewish 
country.” 

25Polish Secret Police (MBP) 
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HR: Go. 
HS: “And they let you go. And she went to Israel.” “And what do you say?” I 

say, “This is her private business.” I know already what they think. And I, soon I come out 
from that interview I say, “Shirley, it’s time that we leave, because I will be imprisoned. 
Sooner or later I will be imprisoned.” Now was the question how to go out from Poland. I 
can’t go out from Poland. They will no let me. They will arrest me. So again I have to 
utilize the Polish reality. In my town already I was so big, you know? I was a, my word 
was a, I could go into any [unclear] and straighten out everything what I want. I was, I 
forgot to tell you, I went to the Internal Revenue. They was harassing the Jewish 
shoemakers and this, harassing to making more money and  I say, “Does the Jew carpenter 
what have one person making more money than the Gentile?” I say, “This is illegal what 
you’re doing.” And I just clamped them down too. I say, “If he makes, the other makes too. 
Or we both no make.” So they was afraid of me too. Utilizing this, I could register to go to 
Israel in my town. I forgot to tell you, because I was a representative from the government. 
Let’s see, if a tailor want to go to Israel, he have a sewing machine and other thing, I have 
to analyze the machine and I have to give the okay. The Jewish activists want that I 
shouldn’t give okays. I say, “Why shouldn’t I give okays? Why shouldn’t a person who 
goes out legal, permitted by the government, shouldn’t take out this to make a living over 
there?” So I saw I am in collision course with them. 

So I decided to go to Israel nor in my own way, not through my town because they 
would arrest me. They have thousand ways how to arrest me. I went to Kalisz. I register 
myself in Kalisz. And from Kalisz I went to Lodz. I register myself in Lodz. And from 
Lodz I went to Poznan. I register myself in Poznan. Because there is a law in Polish police. 
If I registered over there, from Poznan they send you a copy to that town. From Kalisz they 
send you a copy. And so, I figure out that sending around papers will so confuse them they 
will not know where I am and how I am. And second, I saw the Polaks are not so eager to 
prosecute me. They want their Jews go out. The danger is only with the Jewish activists. 
So, and I was doing. I was so, I registered myself. I was accepted. And now they couldn’t 
find me. I come home at night, illegal. And sleeping upstairs in the morning, three people 
come from the Polish NKVD, knocking in the door. I took out my gun. I was sitting near it 
because I no, I didn’t want to surrender myself. They’re knocking on the door. My wife 
opens, and she started to cry. She was afraid. She know what will happen. So, they say, 
“Why are you crying? What, your husband leave you? So don’t cry. You’re a young 
woman. You’ll find a husband.” 

HR: And she say, “Yes, my husband...” [laughing] They gave her a... 
HS: They gave her a reason. “My husband leave me,” and this and that. Okay. 

And so I know, I know already how narrow is. Either when I was calling on the phone, in 
Poland you have to call to the post office, and the post office is calling that person. Let’s 
see for 3:00 somebody will call you. Is not that. So, when I was calling to the post office, 
I call her not my wife, my mother, to confuse them. So my mother say when I was going 
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in, people was standing and listening. So narrow was. So, and utilizing that I have that 
document I have to go to Warsaw, because you have to prepare a whole document a whole 
papers that you no owe taxes, that you no destroyed your apartment, that you no this and 
that, you know? And this you have to go to fill it out. I utilized this that I go to Warsaw, 
taking with that paper that I no this and I no that. And they was giving me. This wasn’t in 
their mind that I should go to Israel. I was too big that they should suspect me. So when I 
took all clothing and everything, with the train, we even trained our daughter when she was 
going out to play with the children, to say that we are going to Warsaw. And she comes 
back, “Right, Daddy? We’re going to Warsaw.” Such a momzer26, you know? So, and we 
took everything out. We go by train. We took everything to Kalisz. Like I take, you see? 
And from Kalisz I took everything to Lodz. This was a entire different climate. And in 
Lodz and in Kalisz I’m already a dirty Jew. They want me to get rid of it. I’m no more a 
big shot. I am no more this. I am no more Henry Skorrupa. I am only a ordinary Jew what 
goes away to Israel. And this was accepted. In that time, you see, I had already plenty 
money. I want to buy, I hear that in Poland it doesn’t, in Israel, is a shortage of housing. 
And it was a terrible shortage. I want to buy a prefabricated... 

HR: House? 
HS: House. And for money you can send out. Through Sweden it was a whole. 

In that time, when I was going from Kalisz to Lodz, to finish my registration, there was a 
devaluation of the money. Mine whole money, was worth 100 was worth 1. 

HR: Oh God. 
HS: And not only this. And everything what was 1 is increased to 3. Let’s see 

your money is decreased by 100, but the bread is increased by 3. This was such a terrible 
shock, such a terrible shock. And we was in the trains and we see people--something so 
wild. Was a terrible shock. Now I say, “Shirley, we wasn’t born with money. We will 
[unclear].” Okay. we, what we, and you have to stay in line to change the money. And they 
change you only--for us it was such a horror it was, you know? Such this. And we come to 
Lodz. In Lodz you give your all clothing. This is the destination. Kalisz was belonging to 
Lodz district. Now you have to go to Warsaw to take the passport. And in Warsaw it was 
the danger that somebody will see me. 

HR: See you, yes. 
HS: Do you understand? 
HR: Yeah. 
HS: So, I went with mine, I met my mother and my brother in Kalisz. I didn’t 

want to go back to Kalisz. And I went with them to Warsaw. 
HR: And your wife and daughter? 
HS: No, no. They was left. No, not to go. To take out the documents, the 

passports. 

26Used as a term of endearment. 
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HR: Oh, yeah. 
HS: I went with them, and if something, somebody will see me, this was, I go 

only to make papers for them. “They want to go away.” Was, I can’t force them not to go 
away, right? And, I’m telling you, and we come again on the Targova Street. Not far where 
was the Jewish Committee was the emigration office, with that all horror how they treat 
Jewish people, you know? They treat the Jewish people like cattle. “Don’t go here and 
don’t go down.” And they put a number and with a this. And we submit our papers. And 
we was waiting and I was just only looking that somebody from the big shots they no see 
me, you know? Thanks God nobody see me. Was only a other mistake. My mother forget 
one piece of paper to submit. And this was so dangerous that, that submitting different 
papers you’ll get different dates. 

HR: Oh. 
HS: It can be they have to travel a week before. 
HR: They sure... 
HS: Yeah, you see, this is not a normal country like United States. This is Poland 

where you make so. You have not where to argue, because you no want to argue. And you 
no argue with a government worker in Poland, you know? You no argue with power. So, I 
sent them back to bring that paper. And I was sleeping over there somewhere during these 
48 hours until you reach back and forth. And they were so, you know, in such a terrible 
distress. I was afraid to the, you know, I was afraid until Austria, that they, even in 
Czechoslovakia I was afraid they will take me off from the train. You know, you’re living, 
it’s enough only somebody gives you a call and they take you off. Your family is going... 

HR: And you’re finished. 
HS: And you are finished. Because in that time, if you will go back to the history, 

was such a upheaval of Russian despotism. This was a time when they was fighting Tito. 
They was fine when they was fighting Morayco [phonetic] and this is a fine, in the time 
when in Czechoslovakia how it was the name what they hanged him, Rudolfta [phonetic]? 
They tell them, “These are dirty Zionists.” And his wife was forced to sign a paper in the 
newspaper, “Thank you to the Czechish government for killing such a dirty dog.” Not only 
do they kill, you know, you have to say, you praised them. 

HR: Thank you for killing. 
HS: That’s right. So, you see, and this was such a terrible epoch. And I was in 

this, being afraid that I will be called. Now again, you know, God have a constantly, until 
now, a umbrella above me. You know, He--how this everything worked together? I get the 
papers. I manage to make them with them. I was arrested on the border for something 
different. I have too much clothing. Clothing for my daughter and they say, “You have to 
have rubber boots.” And you have to have, because is so much rain in, over there, and so 
much dirt over there, you know? And on the Zabkowice, we come to the border, he say 
that, “Why you pushing each other like in a Jewish synagogue?” And this, you know, I 
couldn’t stand it. I say, “What are you talking?” I say, “You’re a Polish this way talking? 
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You’re, how are you talking against the Jews?” And since that time, when I went through 
with this, he was watching me. And he, what I have too much clothing. Not only that he 
confiscated. He put a fine on this. And I have no more the money. Before you’re going in 
to put in, giving away the clothing, you have to surrender your Polish money. And I have 
my Russian clothing. He say, “That Russian clothing you can’t take with you.” I say, “It’s 
not your clothing. It’s the Russian clothing I earned with blood.” He say, “Put this on!” 
And I have to put this on. I have to walk around in Russian clothing, with the medals, with 
everything. And I have to go to people, a half a train was already checked. They take 
wagons. If a car is checked, they put him on the zone what is already, doesn’t belong to 
Poland. So, when we was checked, I was arrested because I have to pay the fine. I have no 
more money. They permit me with a soldier with a rifle to go to that train what is not 
checked yet, to go to collect money by people. And to eternal shame there was leaders from 
the Israeli government what should smooth it out. And he was going in in the train and 
collecting from every, I was giving money too if something happened such a occasion. He 
disappeared. 

HR: Oh! 
HS: He disappeared with the money. So I have to go to people to collect the 

money, to strange people, and promising, “When we come to Israel I will pay you back. 
Because if no I will be arrested.” And you know what this means, yeah, my God! 

HR: So they gave you the money? 
HS: People give me, strange people give me money. And I collect that money 

and give him and they released me. You see, because my family was already on that part... 
HR: That was not going. 
HS: Went through. You know, and such, yeah. This was in Zabkowice. And still 

I was afraid that they will arrest me. There was people what was going, and saying, “What 
you are doing here?” they ask me. I say, “I’m going with my family.” I just, [unclear], you 
know? They couldn’t imagine that I will go to Israel leaving Poland. And being on the train 
already, on the other side, they say, “You’re still here?” “Yes, I’m still. I’m going!” And I 
was still under pressure, still in Czechoslovakia I was afraid they will take us, they will 
take me down from there. Until we come to Austria, the whole affair, the whole episode is 
finished, you see, with Poland. So, this was the Megillah Poland. I make it a little shorter 
that we should finish it. And we left everything in Poland. We left our culture in Poland. 
We left our life in Poland, you know? And we was pushed out. The Polish people, they 
never accept us after the war. We wasn’t either tolerated. When we go, let’s say, to Warsaw, 
we took a big job, you have to change your name how I told you. Mine relatives, my friends, 
mine relative he’s now in Israel--they throw him out in 1956--he was a big shot. His name 
was Skorrupinski. Not Skorrupa, Skorrupinski. His real name was Blitzblau. Now to blend 
in with the Polaks, not to show that a Jew is a leader in Poland, they have to Polanize the 
name. 

HR: He still stayed in Poland, this... 
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HS: No. In 1956... 
HR: Oh, they threw him out. You said that. 
HS: You know, if you remember in 1956 what a big upheaval against Russia in 

Poland. And Golmuka was arrested in Poland that he is close to Tito. When Golmuka come 
back to the power, and when they want to change the government the first thing what they 
was doing, they was throwing out all Jewish officials from the leadership. They was 
heartbroken. They was committing suicide. I say, “This is only the consequence from your 
behavior. We no belong more to them. Either when they force you to change your name is 
a sign you no belong to them.” And they were saying only that the Jews brought the 
Russians back, the Jews brought the Communism back, and before this, the Jew is 
destroying again Poland. Before they was saying the Jews was robbing Poland. After the 
war they was saying that the Jew is destroying Poland for bringing Communism. Now even 
by Solidarity was developed a sign from the antisemitism, a ferment in Poland, 
antisemitism without Jews. There is the fact of no Jews in Poland. So, I believe it is, we 
will finish our... 

HR: Yeah, and you went you arrived, you had an unfateful trip to Israel? 
HS: Well, now we have a whole, now with Israel... 
HR: Your trip to Israel was okay, everything at the time? 
HS: Yeah, the trip to Israel was okay, until Italy. In Italy my child started to get 

sick--scarlatina. And in Europe it’s a very... 
HR: Serious. 
HS: A very serious illness. And we was on a ship coming on a ship Gallila. And 

we was coming... 
HR: What year is this? 19-... 
HS: 1950, end of 1950. 
HR: 1950. 
HS: Yeah. It was the mass emigration. And when we was traveling through 

Europe we was coming from the Austria to Italy. From Italy we took the ship Venetzia. 
The behavior from the Israeli leadership wasn’t so correct. Why it wasn’t so correct? They 
took away from ours the documents. They was afraid that we will run away, that we will 
just utilize that chance that we can leave Poland, and from just being [unclear] we will go 
away from the train, like the Russian emigrants now going away. So they keep our 
passports. So the fact that we couldn’t go out from the train, we was under police guard, 
not being able to go out from the trains. Well, we intend to go to Israel. And for us wasn’t 
this no, you know, and their behavior was a little not so nice. When we come to Italy, we 
saw that ship, we was very happy, you know, to see the Jewish sailors, with that everything. 
And it was a ship, a tremendous ship. Now we was living like in a all people all together 
in the, you know, it wasn’t cabins. How do you call it, like steerage? 

HR: Like steerage, yes. 
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HS: That’s correct. In that time everybody have a narrow bed where to sleep. In 
that time our child start to get sick. She was constantly so very happy, very happy, playing 
around. I remember she was playing with the sailors on the deck. And later she started to 
be so subdued, you know, and too she started to get temperature and she started to get sick. 
And the people over there, we had very nice Czechish neighbors. They tried to, and we was 
so heartbroken, you know? We was very afraid. 

HR: Sure. 
HS: And a very bad experience. They stole on the ship from us food. You know, 

they was, in Poland they was saying, “In Israel you’re dying for hunger. You have no food 
whatsoever.” So everybody started to make salamis, dried salamis, and to prepare 
margarine and all kind of things. And we was carrying this in a very primitive way, in such 
pots. And it’s very hot. So we tried to put this away in the stones where it will be cool. We 
come near Haifa to collect everything to our this. We see nothing is, everything is stolen. 
Well, the morality was very low. People, you know, there was all kind of people from all 
kind of countries coming in over there. We didn’t make a big issue from it. No it was a 
little hurting us. When we come to Haifa, imagine our coming to near Israel, seeing Haifa. 
Haifa, this was a very beautiful view when you see it from the sea, the Mount Carmel, you 
know? And it was Friday night. And they was very in a hurry to... 

HR: Make Shabbas. 
HS: To make Shabbas. And come in a doctor on the ship and mine wife say--

and he wanted to take the child away--so my wife say, “I no give away my child. I, you 
want to take the child to the hospital? You have to take me with my child. I am a nurse. 
And I will not give you the child.” And there was a whole tug of war and she went with 
the child to Shar Aliyah. This is such a transit camp, a tremendous. In that time two, three 
thousand people was coming daily. It was such a small country, you know, it was very, it 
was very, very, you know, monumental. And later they loaded us on buses. Yeah, they later 
they loaded on buses. And we come to that Shar Aliyah. This is not far from Haifa. And 
we come this. And over there again the same like in Poland. People was waiting seeing 
who is coming. Standing around who is coming. And imagine so many people from 
Dzierzoniow, from Reichenbach, from my town. They saw me come. You know, “And you 
come to Israel?” You know, and they was so... 

HR: Surprised. 
HS: Surprised. They were so shocked. You know, and they were so, no, I would 

say they was positive. You see, they know me from a different way. They didn’t know 
mine behind work what I was doing from protecting the Jews. They know me mostly from 
the official line what I have to tow a official line. Who have to know know my unofficial 
line. Who have to be protected, and how they were protected. Who have to be informed 
that something can happen, you know? So, when they give me a very nice greeting and we 
come to that Shar Aliyah. A very bad impression. It started to rain. And there is nobody to 
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talk, because it was Saturday over there. Is Saturday is Saturday. And they give me a, what 
they give me, how do you call it, to cover... 

HR: A raincoat? 
HS: Not a raincoat. In a bed. They give you your clyzan [phonetic], you know? 

They give you a cover. And what else they give you? They give you some, and they send 
us to a tent. The tents was full of water. It was raining. Only the beds was, you know? The 
bed was above the water. And in that tent was some other Jews from Morocco or from... 

HR: Yeah. 
HS: Mizraim, from all kinds, you know, and with such a bad behavior. And we 

was such in a bad mood not knowing where is my wife and where is my child, you know? 
No, I say, “Well, this is just the beginning.” Just not... 

HR: And how many years did you spend in Israel? 
HS: In Israel I spent till 1958. 
HR: From ‘50 to ‘58. 
HS: Right. 
HR: And then you came to America. 
HS: And it was a very exciting period. I was maybe the closest thing what I feel 

home, that this is my home. You see, I have a certain illness developed in this. I never 
belonged to nothing, you  know? 

HR: But you belonged in Israel. 
HS: I had the feelings, with a I had a very other negative points I had, you know? 

I in one country what I was not accepted for my abilities. The opposite. Mine abilities was 
a minus. 

HR: In Israel? 
HS: Yes. They didn’t accept it. They didn’t want to give me a job because I can 

do this and this and this. He say, “This will harm me.” It’s a whole story, I know. That man 
what won’t accept in a job, “No, you’re too qualified. I no need you.” “So what’s it mean 
you no need me? I am not your worker. I am work for Israel.” “I no need you.” This was 
the first thing that I was resented for mine ability. And not in Poland either, and not in 
Russia, and not in United States. Mine ability was always, people was accepted. This was 
the first thing, I give you a example. When I was accepted in that job, they have to send 
away that man to the army. The higher man, I went to him and I explained, “What is this? 
What kind of ferment is this?” He was a officer. I wanted to give mine abilities to the 
country. And he say, “Well, he is a special man.” They took that man, they sent him to 
Miliuim. You know what’s Miliuim? It’s reserve duty. To be able to accept me, because he 
was physically against that I should be accepted. Because I know too much. I say, “What’s 
it mean I know too much?” What I have to know? I just want to, if something wrong I want 
to help. He say, “We no need your help.” You know? This was very shocking for me. And 
I was in constant conflict with these kind of people, because I didn’t want more politically 
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affiliate with this or with that. I wanted to be a straight Jew--work for the country, take care 
of my family. And they- 
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