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SUMMARY 
  
Morris Sliwowcicz, one of eight children, was born on January 17, 1920 in Kielce, Poland.  He 
came from a poor Orthodox family.  His father sold produce and his mother raised cows for 
milking.  He attended cheder [religious school] until age six; then the family moved to 
Sosnowiec in 1926 where he went to public school.  As the only Jewish boy in the class, he 
defended himself against the antisemitic actions of his classmates.  He explains that his non-
Jewish friends who would beat up other Jewish boys, left him alone because they were friends 
with him. At 13 he finished public school and served as a carpenter’s apprentice. 
 
Morris describes how in 1939 the family fled from their home as did all the Poles because war 
was imminent.  They were captured by the Germans with other Jewish and non-Jewish Poles.  
Morris and two brothers were taken to Zawiecze along with 500 male Poles, but were released a 
week later. After they returned home, Morris and two brothers fled to the Russian side of Poland 
to try to escape the Germans.  He details their travels and how they ended up in Lwow working 
while posing as non-Jews.  Morris gives a detailed description of how he travelled back home 
posing as a Pole to see his family and how he learned from a Pole of the deportations of Jews to 
Auschwitz.  He decided to stay with his parents and younger siblings and started working for the 
Germans and explains how his parents were saved from deportations a few times because of his 
work.  He mentions the creation of the Sosnowiec Ghetto and how he was sent to slave labor in 
Oberlazysk1, 1941 – 1942 working as a carpenter.  He got extra food from British soldiers and 
describes the conditions as tolerable.   
 
Morris was deported to Auschwitz at the end of 1942 for one month and worked as a painter.  He 
describes the terrible conditions including shootings and beatings, and whole families arriving 
one day and gone the next.  He was selected as part of a group of 3,000 people sent to the 
Warsaw Ghetto after the uprising to create a concentration camp.  Later he was deported partly 
on foot and partly via cattle car to Dachau which he describes in detail and a nearby camp called 
Wald Lager where he was a prisoner from 1944 – 1945. He attributes his survival to his 
particular work assignments and also the better food that he was able to get through his work.  
 
After the war he was in Feldafing Displaced Persons camp in Munich and then travelled to Israel 
for five years.  He came to the United States via Canadian help in 1955.  In 1957 Morris married 
Gertrude Eisen Sliwowcicz. One sister and one brother also survived. See also his wife’s 
interview.  
 
 

1Oberlazysk – possibly Lagissa, also known as Łaziska Górne, Oberlasisk, and Oberlazisk a town located 11 miles 
southwest of Katowice per jewishgen.org. 
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