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                                                 SUMMARY 
 

Sabina Sloane, nee Lorberbaum, was born May 15, 1921 in Warsaw to an observant Jewish 
family.  Her father worked both as a rabbi, in the tradition of her family, and later in the textile 
business when he decided to leave his rabbinical work.  Sabina describes her father’s experience 
in the Polish army.  After the death of her mother in 1928, she was raised by her grandfather and 
in several non-Jewish families.  She was sheltered briefly in a convent. 
 
In 1939, during the Nazi occupation, her father was taken away and died in 1940 in Treblinka.  
She lived in the Warsaw Ghetto, where she worked for the Jewish Council, aiding the sick and 
needy.  In 1942, she was sent to Majdanek by cattle car.  She details atrocities by the German 
guards on the train.  She describes brutal work there and beatings by a female guard.  In 1943, 
she was moved to Auschwitz, where she survived many beatings and selections by Dr. Mengele.  
She mentions the kindness of some non-Jews and gypsies, whose special treatment is described 
in detail.  She worked as a nurse in the Birkenau hospital. 
 
In 1945, she endured forced marches in deep snow to Ravensbrück and Neustadt-Glewe.  After 
liberation by English and Russian troops, she married Henry Sloaniski in Lodz.  Their first son 
was born in 1946 while they lived in Bensheim Displaced Persons camp.  In 1949, they 
emigrated to the United States. 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this summary which was produced in partnership with Gratz College.




