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Interviewee: SOLENDER, Piera Date: August 29, 1989
Interviewer: Deborah Feingold
Audio tapes: 1 English Transcript: 1 vol. (unpaged) English
Restrictions: None

SUMMARY

Piera Solender, née Dello Strologo, was born in Livorno, Italy, a town with a large Jewish
population. As a child she experienced little if any antisemitism. During the war, she relocated to
Milan, where with the help of a Mother Superior from Livorno, she worked as a tutor to a gentile
family. In 1942, along with her mother and sister, she moved to Rimini and then Senigallia,
where she spent over a year in hiding. Her father and other siblings fled to Switzerland.

By 1943, the German army were throughout Italy. In Senigallia, the women were befriended by
Luigi Corleoni. They attempted to pass as Christians, only to later learn the townspeople knew
the truth. Piera and her sister ran a local school. In October or November 1943, along with
approximately 200 others, Christians and Jews, Piera hid in a tunnel for a month, hiding from
Polish troops. Villagers brought water to those in hiding.

After the war, she returned to Milan where she learned her family members who had fled to

Switzerland survived. She met her husband, a Polish Jew who survived five different
concentration camps. They emigrated to the United States (year unknown).

The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this summary which was produced in partnership with Gratz College.





