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SUMMARY 
  
Frieda Tabak, nee Wishner, was born in Czernowitz, Romania, near the Polish border, on 
December 20, 1931.  She had one younger brother.  Her father owned land and was in the 
agricultural export business.  She relates her childhood memories about the tumultuous period 
during which Czernowitz had varying occupiers.  She describes the increasing antisemitism and 
beating of Jews by the Iron Guard starting in ’38 and the fact that they were aware of what Hitler 
was doing to the Jews in Poland and other areas.   
 
She describes the Soviet occupation in 1940, how her family was dispossessed of their land and 
had to go live with the father’s brother.  In 1941, under German occupation, she describes having 
to wear the Jewish star and other restrictions.  Frieda explains that her mother-- originally from 
Poland--hid several Polish Jewish refugees, who came over to Czernowitz because the conditions 
were slightly better there.  Frieda describes an incident during which her mother supplied poison 
to them to attempt suicide that landed them in the hospital and they were allowed to stay and 
were not deported.  She also discusses round ups of Jews by the Nazis.  The family was forced to 
the ghetto, and then the Jews of the town were transported to Transnistria concentration camp.  
Her uncle received a permit to return to the town and practice medicine. Her father also obtained 
a permit through unofficial means. All six lived in an apartment under meagre conditions.  Her 
father was sent to a labor camp in central Romania where he worked on a road building gang, 
enabling him to report the hardships he endured and witnessed. 
 
She describes the Soviet occupation in 1944 in negative terms.  She details an episode during the 
Soviets’ advance when soldiers in German uniforms (suspected to be Vlasovist Ukrainians1) 
broke into their apartment, looking for Jews.  Her parents and brother were able to pass for 
Christians, but she could not.  With another Polish girl (whom they were sheltering), she escaped 
to a neighbor’s house. She describes her father’s deportation to an aluminum mine where he 
labored for about nine months. When the Russians and Poles exchanged citizens, the family 
obtained Polish papers and escaped the Soviet Union. Once free, they contacted family in the 
United States.  They remained in Lodz for one year post-war. Frieda describes the rampant 
antisemitism and killings during that time. They moved to Czechoslovakia, Austria and 
ultimately Munich, where they remained for a year, spending several months in a DP camp.  In 
1947, with her aunt’s help, all four were able to emigrate to Chester, Pennsylvania. Frieda’s 
uncle (with whom they lived) remained in Romania, eventually moving to Israel. 
 
 

1Vlasovists – Ukrainian soldiers under the direction of General Vlasov – a German collaborator.  Vlasov is the 
spelling according to holocaustchronicle.org; however you might find sources about him with the Ukrainian/Polish 
spelling Własow. 
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