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SUMMARY 

 
 
Irving Teitelbaum was born on April 14, 1922 in Kovno, Lithuania.  His father had amiable 
dealings with Gentiles before the Nazi era; afterward they turned against him.  In 1944, his father 
and brother were seized and never seen again.  He was moved into the ghetto with his mother, 
sister, brother-in-law and niece.  He gives a detailed description of Kovno Ghetto.  He describes 
his family’s deportation and how the women were removed from the train at Stutthof.  His sister 
and niece perished there but his mother survived and returned to Kovno where she died after the 
war.  The men were sent to Dachau to work 15-hour shifts carrying heavy bags of cement.  His 
brother died there in 1945. 
 
Mr. Teitelbaum recalls standing in four-hour appells in the snow-- waiting to be counted-- and a 
daily ration of soup, a piece of bread and a little water.  After a three-day forced march through 
the Tyrolean Mountains he escaped with a friend.  They laid in the snow for two days and were 
found by American soldiers.  Arriving at Feldafing Displaced Persons camp, he met and married 
a survivor in 1946.  After the birth of their first son, they emigrated to Portland, Vermont in July 
1949 and then to Philadelphia, where another son was born in 1952. 
 
Mr. Teitelbaum relates that whenever he meets with other survivors, they speak mainly about 
their painful memories, never able to forget the terrible experiences of the past.  
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The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this summary which was produced in partnership with Gratz College.




