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SUMMARY

Andrzej W. Jurkiewicz was born into a Christian family in 1931 in Torun, Poland. His family
moved to Warsaw in 1934. His father, a band leader, played for German and Soviet soldiers and
was a commander in Armia Krajowa, the Polish home army. Andrzej was a messenger, carrying
information to underground units.

His father had been helped by Jews when he served in the Polish Army during World War I and
during German bombardments in 1940. Later, Andrzej and his family aided Jews in the Warsaw
Ghetto, throwing food over the walls, giving bread and sheltering children who escaped the ghetto
in the top of their apartment building. Andrzej witnessed the burning of the Warsaw Ghetto and
machine gun killings in the streets.

In his testimony, Andrzej describes the Polish underground smuggling arms into the Warsaw
Ghetto. He describes that some arms were obtained from Hungarian soldiers who were fighting
with the Nazis and stationed in Warsaw. He related an incident in which a truckload of machine
guns was given to the underground and he and other children helped to empty the truck and hide
the guns.

In 1944, Andrzej, his family and other Poles were taken to a labor camp in Vienna, to build air-
raid shelters. After the war, he was a music student in Poland, graduating in 1958 and became
assistant opera conductor in Wroclaw in 1959. He describes difficulties with the Polish
government because his father had stayed in Vienna and it was frowned upon to have family
members in the west. In 1972, when he was already the permanent Music Director, he escaped
from Poland and emigrated to the United States. He joined his parents, who had arrived in
Philadelphia earlier. His sister, an opera singer, remained in Poland.

The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this summary which was produced in partnership with Gratz College.
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