
Interviewee: WEISS, Jack Date: July 1, 1985 
Interviewer: Stanley Richman   
    
Audio tapes: 1 English Transcript: 1 vol. (unpaged) English 
Restrictions: None   
 
 

SUMMARY 
 
 

Jack Weiss was born September 10, 1915 in a small village near Ungvár (Uzhgorod), 
Czechoslovakia.  His parents had a grocery store. Jack gives a description of pre-war 
Czechoslovakia and discusses serving in the Czech army prior to 1939.  He never experienced 
antisemitism until his village was occupied by the Hungarians who collaborated with the 
Germans. He mentions some kindnesses of certain Hungarian police and army, including giving 
tips about hiding his sister whom he rescued from Slovakia when her husband was taken away.  
He recalls the later deportation of his parents, sister and her children and his forced labor 
building streets in work camps in Czechoslovakia and in Lemberg, Poland in 1940/1941.  In 
1942, a Hungarian officer befriended him and 24 other Jewish boys, helping them escape to join 
Russian partisans where he survived for 18 months.  He describes in detail their fighting in the 
area near Pinsk.  Jack witnessed the slaughter of 200 Jews shot by Ukrainians. Jack recounts that 
the area where they were fighting was liberated by the Soviets in 1945 and he was sent to 
Moscow to study.  
 
In 1946 he returned to Czechoslovakia weighing 90 pounds, due to dysentery and starvation and 
barely able to walk.  He was eventually reunited with some family members who survived and 
he and his sister helped other young Jewish girls returning back to the area until they found 
family members.  He found out from acquantainces that his home was occupied by a Czech 
neighbor and only about 20 people survived of the nearly 10,000 that lived in the area of 
Uzhgorod.  He describes the desire to flee from the Russian occupied parts of Czechoslovakia to 
avoid living under the Soviets.  He and his sisters fled to Karlsbad and eventually Prague.1 In 
1958, he was married in Israel and then subsequently emigrated to the United States.  He shares 
that never lost faith in God and instilled the belief and practice of Judaism in his two children. 

1Jack’s personal history records show that he was in Displaced Persons camp in Czechoslovakia from 1945-1948, 
but he does not discuss this in the interview.  
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The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this summary which was produced in partnership with Gratz College.




