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SUMMARY 
 
Serena Zelmanovitch, nee Kesler, was born January 18, 1928 in Bachava, 
Czechoslovakia. Serena and her five siblings had a happy childhood, attending cheder 
and public schools until 1943 when they were expelled.  Their father, a prosperous cattle 
dealer, buried his valuables to avoid confiscation by Germans. 
 
In 1944, after Passover, the family was detained in Uzhgorod, then transported to 
Auschwitz in a cattle car. Serena and her sister were sent to Kaiserwald concentration 
camp to dig trenches.  She mentions several incidents of kindness.  Later the sisters were 
sent to Stutthof concentration camp.  Serena was well fed for a few days while her blood 
was taken, she believes for transfusions for German soldiers at the nearby front.              
 
Serena, with several other girls, endured a death march in freezing weather to Dundanga 
concentration camp. Whoever fell from exhaustion was shot. At Dundanga, a Jewish 
Kapo permitted Hannukkah songs and urged the survivors to keep working to avoid 
selection.  After a forced march to Neumark, the German guards fled as Russian troops 
approached.  Serena describes interaction with Russian soldiers and her difficult journey 
back to Bachava in great detail, as well as a few acts of kindness from Russian soldiers.  
The sisters found only a remnant of their extended family and the buried valuables. 
 
Serena married, moved to Uzhgorod in 1949 and had two children.  She describes life as 
a Jew under Soviet domination - including her husband’s five years in prison, at length.  
Serena and her family emigrated from Uzhgorod to the United States in 1977. 
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