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SUMMARY 
 
Jeanette Eichenwald is the child of survivors. Her father, Walter Knie, was born in Vienna, 
Austria in 1908 and her mother, Blanka Klineman, was born there in 1911.  Her parents were 
married in 1935. She details experiences of her parents and grandparents during the Holocaust 
and details her personal experience as the daughter of survivors. 
 
Her paternal grandfather owned a large department store and was active in the Jewish 
community. On Kristallnacht her grandfather and father were taken to Dachau 1938 - 1940.1  
Her grandfather died there and her father was marched to Buchenwald in 1940. Her father was 
subjected to medical experiments and repetitive beatings, resulting in total blindness. He was 
released in March 1943.  
 
Her mother Blanka had insufficient papers to leave Austria in 1939, but she looked Aryan and 
could imitate the rural dialect of a country person. She hid in her neighbor’s basement.2 
Jeanette’s maternal grandparents fled to Shanghai and survived.  Her mother went to Berlin in 
1942 to submit papers for her husband’s release where she was met by HIAS who paid for their 
passage. Her father spent 13 months in a Philadelphia hospital in a coma-like state. He gradually 
recovered but lost his vision and 70% of his hearing.  Her father has no memory of 
experimentation on his eyes.  Jeanette describes that both her parents have faith – especially her 
mother who talks to God. 
 
Jeanette discusses her childhood observations of how her parents coped with the aftermath of the 
Holocaust and how she tried to protect them.  As a young child, she heard her father screaming at 
night and would watch him sleep in a fetal position.  She became afraid of going to bed well into 
her teens. There were no pictures of family. When her father received information about relatives 
who died, he sat on floor for shiva.  She didn’t question because she saw it was painful to them 
and wanted to protect them. At age 13, she still didn’t ask questions when an uncle came and he 
and her father shared stories. She never told her friends that her father was blind.  She discusses 
feeling different because her friends had American parents.   
 
As an adult she began telling parts of her parents’ story and saw people respond with respect and 
dignity to her parents and to her.  She tells a sanitized version of her parents’ story.  The message 
she shares is the triumph of their survival. Her mother tried to discourage her from talking, 
seeing the emotional toll it was taking.  She accompanied her parents to visit her grandmother’s 
grave in Austria, and continues to care for it. 

1See http://www.mcall.com/news/breaking/mc-eichenwald-menorah-white-house-1208-20151209- 
story.html for a story about a menorah that her father and grandfather smuggled into Dachau.  
2The article aforementioned in footnote 1 is the source of this detail.  
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