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SUMMARY 
 
Frieda Appel, née Gottesman or Feldstein, was born into an Orthodox family August 18, 1929 in 
Kliachanovo, Czechoslovakia, near Munkács. Her father was a cattle dealer. Although, Frieda 
and her brother were offered shelter by the sheriff, a close friend of her father’s, her father 
decided to keep the family together. They were sent to the Munkács Ghetto for four weeks until 
transported to Auschwitz in May 1944. She refers to several interactions with Mengele, upon 
entering the camp and at a selection at the showers. After six weeks, she was sent to 
Gelsenkirchen and Essen labor camps. She was transported to Bergen-Belsen and describes the 
conditions there. She refers to several kindnesses shown to her by camp personnel in the 
different camps. She was liberated in Bergen-Belsen April 15, 1945. The Red Cross took her and 
her sister to Prague through Pilsen, and then to Munkács. In May 1946, she went to a DP camp in 
Germany where she married at age 16. They emigrated to the United States September 27, 1949, 
where Jewish Family Service helped them. 

1Recorded at the 1985 American Gathering of Holocaust Survivors in Philadelphia, PA. 
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