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SUMMARY 
 

 
Jacqueline Aumann, nee Donnenfeld, was born on May 21, 1940 in Paris, to a Polish mother and 
a Romanian father. Her father was a coat designer.  Jacqueline shares details she heard about her 
parents’ pre-war life coming to France and their life there.  Jacqueline also shares the stories told 
to her about how her parents escaped the Nazis, her father fleeing to Portugal and her mother 
deciding on a whim to flee from resettlement in Poland and joining a group headed 500 miles 
away on foot to Marseilles while Jacqueline was just weeks old.  Her parents reunited in 
Portugal, tried and failed to get visas to the United States and left for the Dominican Republic on 
the Serpa Pinto.  She discusses how she thinks the difficult life there affected her parents, not 
knowing the language, having left all their savings behind, and her father’s illnesses.  Her 
mother’s entire family perished in Poland.  She discusses the great emotional toll on her mother.2  
 
 

1Recorded at the 1985 American Gathering of Holocaust Survivors in Philadelphia. 
2Jacqueline later emigrates to the United States from Colombia, S. America, but does not discuss this in the 
interview.  
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The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this summary which was produced in partnership with Gratz College.




