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SUMMARY 

 

Lucyna Berkowicz was born in Lwów in 1914, one of five children. Her father was a plumber who 
served in the Austrian army in WWI. He was also an ardent Zionist. Lucyna became active in leftist 
movements in her early twenties and became a union organizer and leader in a factory. Lucyna describes 
the Russian Occupation of Lwów (1939) under the German-Soviet Pact and antisemitism in the Russian 
and gentile hierarchy. She describes her work experiences, attending university, and her eventual 
realization that members of Zionist Youth organizations were jailed as political prisoners by the 
Russians.   

Lucyna’s  husband was killed during the German occupation of Lwów (1941), after he fled (along with 
many Jewish men) with the Russian army. Lucyna describes many restrictions placed on Jews and how 
life became perilous. She describes how her sister-in-law was picked up and never heard from again.  
Lucyna was able to secure false papers with the help of a girlfriend’s gentile husband.  

Lucyna escaped Lwów, with the help of a Jewish man who would be her future husband and more than 
20 others who wanted to return to their families in Radom. Lucyna describes the dangerous journey 
through Judenrein Lublin, the aid of a gentile Pole who hid them in his basement until morning and then 
escorted them to Radom.  She eventually came to Wolanów, a small rather primitive town. She and her 
second husband were married there in March. They worked for the Wehrmacht in the Wolanów labor 
camp. She describes witnessing Jews from Radom who were forced to dig their own graves and were 
shot. At the end of 1943 she and her husband were deported to another labor camp, Starachowice, where 
she worked in an ammunition factory. It was decided that because she did not look Jewish, she should 
escape with her false identity papers. She eventually volunteered to work in Germany and because her 
German was good, worked as an interpreter in a reprocessing business in a small city. As the end of the 
war approached, she made her way back to Poland, to Radom, and worked for the Polish government as 
a non-Jew still under her false papers and lived with her husband’s aunt.  She saw evidence that Poles 
killed Jewish partisans in the woods.  Around the same time she learned about the pogroms in Kielce.  
She also reunited with her youngest brother who had returned from Russia and told her the details of 
how many members of her family had perished. One brother and one sister survived.  

Lucyna explains how she got permission to search for her husband in Vienna and used it as excuse to 
flee Poland with his aunt and two of his nieces.  Lucyna found her husband and a brother-in-law in 
Austria as prisoners in a Polish army camp.  They came to Germany to Bergen-Belsen and then 
eventually made it to a Displaced Persons Camp in Stuttgart.  Lucyna suffered a miscarriage during the 
travels.  Lucyna, her husband and her brother emigrated to the United States in 1947. 

See also the interview with her husband, Daniel Berkowicz.  

1Recorded at the 1985 American Gathering of Holocaust Survivors in Philadelphia, PA. 
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