
 
Interviewee: ROISMAN, Goldy and 

Max 
Date: April 22, 19851 

Interviewer: Bernice Zoslaw   
    

Audio tapes: 1 English  Transcript: not transcribed yet 
Restrictions: None   

 
SUMMARY 

 
Goldy Roisman was born October 4, 1914 in Radzyn, Poland to a religious family.  She briefly 
discusses pre-war life; her mother died when she was 14.  She worked in Warsaw as a tailor for 
six years and belonged to Hashomer Hatzair and describes relatively good relations with non-Jews.  
In 1939, before the German invasion of Poland, she and her husband Max fled Warsaw to go to 
Russia. Stopped at the border, they remained in Slawatycza (on Bug River), and lived there for a 
year. Goldy briefly mentions moving to her father-in-law’s town and living in the Wohyn Ghetto 
from October 1939 – May 1941.2  Max and Goldy end up working in Suchowola, an open labor 
camp. Goldy worked sewing clothes for the wives of SS. 
 
Goldy and Max were deported to Majdanek in May 1943 and were there until July.  She describes 
being processed to go to the gas chamber, attempting to flee the death line and join the labor line 
and the brutal treatment she received for doing so.  She states that the whole line of 500 women 
was sent to Auschwitz as retribution for her second attempt to flee to the work line. She mentions 
selections at Auschwitz, how they put paper on their shoulders to try to stay warm, and describes 
Appells.  She worked making stripes for German uniforms for a year and a half until January 1945, 
when she was deported to Ravensbrück for three weeks and then forced on a death march to 
Leipzig where she describes 1000 women being crammed into one room. She explains that she 
could talk for hours about the details, but gets too emotional to continue. 
 
Goldy describes trying to evade shells during a bombing at Leipzig and an episode when two SS 
women guards reassured them that the war was almost over. The Germans marched the prisoners 
over the River Elbe to a small village and a few days later these SS women ran away.  Goldy was 
liberated by the Russians. She details living in a shed, help received from the Russians after 
liberation, and her long journey back to a town in Poland where she and Max agreed to meet  and 
her fear of Poles while traveling by train through Poland. She describes how not far from her 
destination, in the city of Łuków, a friend3 of her husband’s helps Goldy reunite with her husband 
Max. Their son was born in 1946. 
 

1Recorded at the 1985 American Gathering of Holocaust Survivors in Philadelphia, PA. 
2Max’s testimony goes into more detail about this epoch of their lives and also includes the fact that they went to 
Wohyn because a Gentile SS officer warned them that Slawatycza would be liquidated. 
3In his testimony, Max explains that he had been sheltered by a Polish gentile family who had hidden him once 
before.   
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Post-war Goldy and Max lived in Reichenbach, then briefly in Israel. They lived four years in 
Austria and later emigrated to the United States with their children in January 1956.  She states 
how grateful she is for living in America. She discusses her family who survived the war.  
 

See Max Roisman’s testimony taken the same day.   
Interviewee:  ROISMAN, Goldy    Date:  April 22, 1985 
 
 

SUBJECT HEADINGS 
 
Wohyn Ghetto  
Suchowola - Poland (open labor camp) 
Majdanek - Poland (concentration camp) 
Ravensbrück - Germany (concentration camp) 
Leipzig- Germany (concentration camp) 
World War 1939-1945 - conscript labor 
Forced labor 
Death march 
Aid by non-Jews 
Bombing by Allied Forces 
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