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SUMMARY 
 

Jenny Sommer describes her life, education, and Zionist activities in prewar Libau, Latvia in 
great detail, including some incidents of antisemitism and discrimination.  In 1940 conditions for 
Jews started to get worse. Because her family was upper middle class they lived in fear of the 
NKVD (Soviet Secret Police) and the Russians.  
 
Jenny describes life under the German occupation of Libau in great detail: the execution of all 
able bodied Jewish men on July 22, 1941; a mass execution of Jews, including her relatives, and 
how her sister managed to rescue them just before they were to be executed during an Aktion. 
She witnessed a mass execution of Jews, including her relatives. The Christian superintendent of 
her uncle’s house hid Jenny and her remaining family in the attic until the round-up of Jews was 
over. Jenny, her mother and her sister, moved into the ghetto with about 600 other Jews and 
worked for the Germans as slave laborers.  Her sister worked as a nurse in the ghetto. Some 
Christian Latvians smuggled food to them.   
 
On Yom Kippur night they were taken to Kaiserwald concentration camp, near Riga. Jenny 
describes their arrival at Kaiserwald, where mothers were forcibly separated from their children. 
Some women committed suicide. Her sister carried a bottle of cyanide pills. While in 
Kaiserwald, Jenny did hard labor as part of a Kommando, at a work camp, and later in Stutthof.   
She describes their horrible existence in Stutthof and how she managed to find the will to 
survive. Her husband worked at Stutthof as an electrician and managed to survive a typhoid 
epidemic.     
 
As the Russian army approached, the inmates were shipped out of Stutthof on a designated 
typhoid boat. It was bombed, set on fire and capsized. She was rescued by a German fire boat 
after ten days without food or water, liberated two days later in Kiel, Germany by English forces. 
She stayed at a field Lazarett (hospital) in Itzehoe, near Hamburg for six months.  She talks 
about her post-liberation experiences in a German hospital, and finding her husband in Neustadt. 
 

1Recorded at the 1985 American Gathering of Holocaust Survivors in Philadelphia, PA. 
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