
Interviewee:  THALHEIMER, Hans    Date:  April 21, 1985 
Interviewer:  Susan Bailis     No restrictions 
No. of Audiotapes:  1 English 
Transcript:  1 v. (unpaged) 
 
     SUMMARY 
 
Hans Thalheimer was born in 1921 into a large, middle class family in Stuttgart, Germany.  His 
father had served in the German army during World War I and received many medals and a 
battlefield commission. When Hans was five years old, the family moved to Tübingen and later 
to Zittau. The antisemitism he encountered in school and daily life, even before Hitler came to 
power, made a lasting impression on him. He explains his father’s decision to leave Germany 
and emigrate to Belgrade, Yugoslavia with his family in 1933.  He describes their comfortable 
existence as well as Jewish life there until, under German pressure, foreign Jews started to be 
deported from Yugoslavia in 1938.  His father returned to Germany twice in 1938 to urge his 
relatives to flee, was arrested briefly and released. 
 
A Swiss consul in Belgrade provided them with a false Visa. He describes in detail how, leaving 
everything behind, the entire family was smuggled into Italy and later permitted to enter 
Switzerland with these false papers. They stayed in Switzerland until they emigrated to the 
United States in 1939. Here, with the help of HIAS and Hebrew Shelter, they attempted to get 
more relatives out of Germany. 
 
Hans enlisted in the United States Army in 1942. He describes his service with the US Military 
Intelligence in Berlin, Germany, attached to the 82nd Airborne Division. While in Berlin, he 
helped survivors of concentration camps. Many members of his extended family perished, but 
his grandmother returned from Theresienstadt and went back to Stuttgart. He believes that 
Jewish refugees allowed entry into the United States made many contributions. 
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