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SUMMARY 
 

Adele Wertheimer, nee Rozenel, the eldest of eight children, was born February 5, l922 in 
Bendzin (also Będzin), Poland to a religious family. Her parents were merchants. She gives a 
detailed description of pre-war Bendzin, Zionist organizations, her attendance at a Bet Yaakov 
school2 and her family. She describes the effect of the German invasion on their town, the 
rounding up of men, the curfew, the violence against women and having to wear a star. She 
mentions the rape of her aunt by German soldiers. She gives a detailed explanation about how 
the Jews were forced into the ghetto gradually and describes how they would hide from the 
Germans in different bunkers during round ups. She recalls when her mother and other siblings 
were taken away in a roundup, and she and her father and some other relatives hid in a bunker 
where they stayed for six weeks. They were caught and were forced to clean up the town.  
 
Adele describes her deportation to Auschwitz in 1943, the separation from her father, her work 
in an ammunition factory and that she met an aunt and uncle in Auschwitz. She recalls the shared 
pair of shoes given to her by her aunt that she and a friend used on the death march to 
Ravensbrück which helped them stay alive.  She describes her short stay in Ravensbrück and 
subsequent deportation on cattle trains to Malchoff in Germany. She shares the vignette of 
bribing someone with bread to get vegetables to feed a friend who had typhus and thus saved her 
life. She details their deportation to Taucha, a subcamp of Buchenwald/Dora-Mittelbau near 
Leipzig and how the Germans left all the prisoners in the open cattle cars during the Allied 
bombing raid to kill them.  Her car miraculously survived and they were then marched on to 
Nossen near Freiberg.  She describes walking out to a German home to get food and receiving a 
beating when she got back. Shortly after, she and her friend decided to escape the death march. 
She details their escape to a town where the Soviets were approaching and how they obtained 
food and clothes there and ended up going back toward Katowice with the Soviets.  After the war 
Adele emigrated to Israel and later to the United States in 19583.  She was the only survivor of 
her family.  
 
 

1This was recorded at the American Gathering of Holocaust Survivors in Philadlephia, PA.  
2Also spelled Bais Yaakov - women’s educational movement founded by Sarah Schenirer (1883-1953) 
http://www.yivoencyclopedia.org/article.aspx/Schenirer_Sarah (Accessed April 6, 2017.) 
3Adele does not go into this during the interview, these details are from her personal history form. 
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