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SUMMARY 
 
This testimony is a narration of a letter written by Karola Freimark probably June 24, 1946 
and translated by her son, Jerry years later.  The audio of the written letter is spoken by 
Margaret Freimark, her daughter-in-law. The transcript is a document created by her son 
Jerry of the original German side by side with Jerry’s English translation.  
 
Karola Freimark, née Stern, was born in Würzburg, Germany in 1890. This narrated letter 
details the events of the summer of 1942 when the German authorities in Bochum 
confiscated the family’s assets and deported them and other Jews to Dortmund and the on 
to Theresienstadt on July 29, 1942. The letter details their 27 month experiences including 
barrack assignment, forced labor, conditions in the barracks, disease, aid from Non-Jewish 
friends who sent a 2 lb. package of food every month, and other aid and survival skills. 
 
Karola explains how in October 1944 her husband was selected for transport to Auschwitz, 
but was pulled back apparently because he was a wounded vet. During this selection 
160,000 were deported to Auschwitz. By May 1945, she describes that 10,000 were left in 
camp. On May 8, 1945, the Russians arrived with American food. In June 1945, Karol and 
her husband were taken to Winzer, a camp for young people through UNRAA. There she 
taught English. They sent a letter to a cousin in Israel that they were alive. In July 1945 
they went to Deggendorf near Munich and from there to Bremen where they left for the 
United States on May 24, 1946, her husband’s birthday. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                 
1This narrated letter is part of “Project Kabed:  the Jerry Freimark Collection”.  The audio was created July 24, 1997. 
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The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this summary which was produced in partnership with Gratz College.
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