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4\7\97     D: Oral History/Interview 1, Margaret Freimark 
 
 
 
04/06/97  Margaret C. Freimark 
 
Interviewed by Jerry M. Freimark 
 
My name is Margaret Freimark. I was born May 27th, 1927 in Kassel, Germany.  My maiden 
name was Hartmann. 
I lived there for 5 years, then moved to Düsseldorf and lived there for 5 Years. Then came to 
Philadelphia. 
Q.: Were you in first grade when the Nazis came to power? 
Yes, I was about that. 
After a while I wasn't supposed to go to public school anymore, I had to go to Jewish school. --  
About second or third grade. 
Q.: Before that time did you feel German or Jewish? 
I did not feel particularly Jewish before that time. 
-Were you religious? 
Not at all. 
- Did that change any? 
Yes, I wanted to keep the holidays a little more. And we did. That's about all. 
- - The first school was called Goethe Lyceum.- - I don’t remember the name of the Jewish School. 
- - I don't remember.  - - 
In Kassel we did not live in our own house.  I think the Gersons owned it. We lived upstairs and 
they lived downstairs. - - That was my mother's sister and family. - - Her husband was Dr. Max 
Gerson and he worked on a diet which was at the time a cure for headaches and migraine [and 
tuberculosis]. Later on he made it into a cancer cure in America. There were three cousins, three 
girls.  The youngest was five years older than me and the oldest was ten years older than me. - - 
We had a telephone, we had a car with a chauffeur.  My father learned to drive after I was born. 
Took him a while, he had a lot of problems at first. But he drove very well later. - -  
He had a lumber yard.  - - 
I just knew we had a lot, all the money we needed. 
- Friends? 
Yes, from Jewish school later on, but I kept my other friends too. - - 
Yes, we had a lot of Catholics in the Family.  My mother's aunt married a Catholic and there were 
ten Catholic cousins of my mother's. 
-Did you know any of them? 
Yes. But I didn't see them much, hardly ever. 
-Did you have maid, a live in maid? 
Yes, till the Nazis wouldn't let you anymore. 
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-Did you know any of your grandparents? 
No, only my father's stepmother, is the only grandmother I knew.  
-Did your parents ever talk about the olden days? 
No, not much. My mother sometimes did about her family in Verl. They had a store and a farm and 
employees. - - Verl in Westfahlen. - - 
Yes, I've been there. - - 
She said they lived there for 400 years in the same house.   (106)  -- My mother's maiden name 
was Hope and her mother's maiden name was also Hope.  They were cousins or something.  
Second cousins.  --  
My father came from a little town, Barchfeld.  I remember his sister.  Her name was Nellie 
Bengen.  Her son went to Israel, Palestine in 1932-33 and later he was shot by an Arab in about 
1934.  
Q.: He was killed?  
 hm hm.  
Q.: Do you like to talk about the old days? 
 No.   
Why?  
I don't know, I'm just not comfortable with it.  I don't like to think about it that much.  When I 
think about it, that's alright but I don't like to dwell on it.         
-Have you been back to Germany?  
Yes several times.  
- How do you feel about it?  
Well,  I feel people who were younger then me were not necessarily Nazis.  I have nothing 
against them. And the older ones I don't have much contact with. 
--  I really don't remember much. - - I came here on my eleventh birthday. 
Do you remember if there was a big culture shock or wasn't there any?   
No, there was a big culture shock.  I didn't find it easy.  I always felt like an outsider. For many 
years.  In high school and in other schools.  But I always had a few good friends. - - Mostly 
Jewish but not exclusively. Had a black friend in junior high and I had different people.  
- So you felt you had different views for having been born abroad?   
Yeah, in every way.  My parents had a whole different outlook. (151) First I couldn't speak 
English. That took a while, no?  
Q.: What grade were you in when you came to this country? 
I came to 6B for about two, three weeks, and I learned some English and over the summer I forgot 
it again.  
-Do you remember what grade you were in after the summer? - 
7A. 
Thank you very much for the Interview. If I should have any more questions may I come back?   
Yes you may.         (162)  
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Q.: Off the tape you were telling me of the history of the name of "Hope", and I would like you to 
repeat this for me, please. 
 
Well, when the Jews originally had to get names [family names], they picked their own names or 
other people picked it for them. 
The family used to grow hops.  The local expression for that is Hoppen or Hoppe.  Hopfen is the 
real German and Hoppe is the Plattdeutsch. So they were called Hoppes because of the hops.  
And somewhere along the line later they dropped one of the "p"s and it became Hope, (pronounce 
the final e) which in English is hope.    (176) 
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