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Note: The interview with Donald Segel was conducted on July 14, 1995, by the Surviving 
Generations of the Holocaust as part of a project documenting the testimonies of members of 
the 42nd Rainbow Division who participated in the liberation of Dachau. The following is a 
rough transcript: 
 
Part 1 
 
Historian of Rainbow Division. Named by Gen. MacArthur in World War I. There was not much 
of a regular army so each state wanted to be first to send its National Guard over to fight in 
combat; there were 26 states with national guard. MacArthur was working in public relations in 
War Department [he said Pentagon, but it didn’t exist then] and said they would take a division 
from each state and it would be like a rainbow across the country. 42 was a National Guard 
number. Did come out of WWI with the best record; MacArthur was a great believer in citizen 
as soldier when he was called upon to fight. Division reactivated in July 1943 as regular draftee 
division. 
 
I was in Army special training school, had taken basic training at Fort McClellan, Ala. When 
manpower was really needed in middle of 1944 they took everyone back into infantry divisions. 
I was very happy to go to Rainbow because it was so famous. When we were in North Dakota in 
Army engineering school and heard we were going to Rainbow Division, we felt very proud of 
that. 
 
As scout, had to go in front to see what was going on. It was hard to get much information. 
Germans had so much manpower. Our unit came online without artillery or any support 
because they needed infantrymen, so we were spread out over several miles, very thin. We 
would try to spot enemy patrols at night and stop them. We didn’t have very much information 
because I don’t think the Army wanted us to realize how thinly spread we were. They say an 
infantryman what’s on 10 feet on either side of him and that’s about it. You do pretty much 
what the officers say and hopefully they knew what was going on. 
 
Were you afraid? 
 
No, too busy, when get into combat, too much adrenaline, not really afraid. 
 
Major battle at city called Hatten, just north of Strasbourg. We were spread out very thin; I was 
in a pillbox. We were most advanced unit on whole front. German army came through; we 
counted 40 to 50 tanks and other vehicles and we didn’t have any; we didn’t have any artillery. 
There was a major attack; three German divisions against small company of 2- or 300 men. We 
fell back a little but it’s really amazing we stopped the final German push. That was the final 
German offensive of the war. It was a few weeks after the Battle of the Bulge. We received the 
presidential unit citation for that. So, we did what we were supposed to do. 
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I was captured then in Hatten, north of Haguenau. Wasn’t much we could do. Germans came 
up with tanks, with flamethrowers. We were in a house; if we had fired one shot they would 
have destroyed the whole house. We didn’t have any alternative. We did surrender. We 
organized, decided we would never let them get any individual alone and if they tried to kill us 
we would just have to fight them as best we could. We knew about the massacre at Malmedy, 
GIs massacred by Germans, so we were apprehensive. There were about 50 captured with me, 
several hundred in the whole division. They marched us back to a town just behind the lines; 
we were amazed how much German armor was still there; couldn’t believe that there would be 
that much equipment left after all the losses on the Russian front and the Battle of Bulge. They 
had tremendous capabilities for rearming. We marched, were put in some boxcars, taken about 
40 miles south of Berlin to a camp called IV-B, town called Mühlberg. Camp could hold probably 
10,000 people; probably about 80,000 there, Russians, Poles, other nationalities. Camp was 
administered by the British; as long as they kept camp in order, the Germans just stood off on 
the side. 
 
Conditions of camp were pretty rotten. No place to wash, sanitary conditions were terrible, 
hardly any food there. They did shoot a few people. Had barbed wire enclosure with skull and 
crossbones. If you got near that they would shoot you. Guard would point to a guy, walk him 
over to the fence and shoot him. If you didn’t walk over, they would shoot you for not obeying; 
we did lose a few men that way. 
 
Wasn’t there long, went out on a work detail, south near Leipzig and Dresden, making small 
parts for motors being used in airplanes. Some equipment was Brown & Sharpe, American 
equipment. One of the men was a machinist, so he reset the gauges. The part would go through 
the gauge all right and be approved but it was the wrong size. I think they found out and sent us 
off to another camp, where they thought we’d all die, I guess. 
 
Part 2 
 
Next went to little camp with about 200 people in an old factory building. Nothing to do, no 
blankets, very cold, few clothes. Cold, hungry, starving. I felt we had about two weeks more 
before we would have died, naturally. If the war hadn’t ended we would have had a revolt and 
do the best we could. We did have knives, rocks, prepared to make a last-ditch effort. The idea 
was if you could kill a couple of the enemy, along with yourself, it was worthwhile sacrificing 
yourself. Worst thing, they tried to starve everybody so you couldn’t fight, respond or anything. 
Not just Americans in the camp. There were British, Russians, Yugoslavians 
 
Total time as a POW, 5 months. Liberated by Patton’s army that was on its way to Prague. Some 
British soldiers said they were going to send buses in. However, there were also a lot of Hitler 
Youth running around, kids like 10 years old, with burp guns trying to kill someone before the 
war ended. 
 
The Americans picked us up, gave us some souvenirs, their clothes, but they were just ahead of 
the Russians. Other camps were liberated by the Russians but were held in camps for a long 
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time; heard stories about typhoid, some of the American prisoners actually went to Russia for a 
while. 
 
Back at home, had hepatitis, was in hospital in Santa Barbara for a couple of months and 
transferred to the First Motion Picture Unit in Culver City, in a company commanded by Ronald 
Reagan. He was a captain, a very good officer, would have made a good combat infantryman. I 
was there for about two months and then I was discharged. 
 
The Rainbow Division has always had a great collection of history; we always felt we were the 
most typical American infantry unit. When our men went into Dachau and saw all the horrors 
there, they decided to talk about it, to churches, schools, various publications. As historian I 
started to gather all this information and it was very little until a few years ago when a lot of 
other outfits claimed they liberated Dachau. We felt the revisionists would pick this up and say 
if everybody said they were there, then everybody couldn’t have liberated, or shot the locks off. 
By the way, there were no locks on the gates of Dachau. But then we felt that the revisionists 
would say, you’re all lying, there wasn’t any camp. So about four years ago we really started 
seriously talking about it and writing books and collecting information. Now I have in the file 
over 3,000 pages concerning Dachau and some of our members have even more. These 3,000 
pages are all on one or two days, actually a few hours, during the liberation. So 
we do have a great deal of information on the liberation of Dachau; and of course our whole 
division is interested in that. We’re also interested in the entire Holocaust. We’re supportive of 
anything to do with any of the camps, Auschwitz. the smaller camps, so we’ve been very active 
in collecting information on those also. 
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