
Interviewed by the Surviving Generations of the Holocaust on July 14, 1995, at a reunion in 
Seattle 50 years after the liberation of Dachau. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Norm Thompson, a mortar man in a rifle company of the 242nd Infantry Regiment, 2nd 
Battalion, describes his squad and duties; the initial combat around Strasbourg during the 
German Operation North Wind (Unternehmen Nordwind), during which all but 47 of the 187 in 
the company were killed, wounded, or taken prisoner; three comrades he lost—Pat Patterson, 
Mark Markowitz and “Scotty”—and his desire to have told their families about them; fighting in 
Gambsheim, where they held their position for three days until relieved by the 79th Division; 
going immediately into another conflict at Hatten, where he came face to face with German 
troops in an alleyway and emptied his carbine; fighting at Rittershoffen, until the 14th Armored 
Division came in and “whipped butt”; attacking the Germans during “the Push” on March 15, 
1945, and being hit by shrapnel from a tree burst; spending the night in a gravel pit with a lot of 
troops until a small group of German soldiers carried him out on a makeshift stretcher; going to 
an American field hospital in France; moving after a month to a replacement depot, where a 
lieutenant one day came looking for Rainbow Division veterans for a task that he said might 
have some historical value; going a short distance to Allach and seeing a fence and people on it 
calling out “American! Cigarette!”; being sent to secure an outbuilding, where he saw through a 
window a man on a pallet who was terribly emaciated but looked up and smiled; leaving the 
Dachau satellite camp after only a few hours as portable kitchen and showers and hospital unit 
were brought in; seeing two dead guards at one of the towers, possibly suicides; and his 
present-day talks with middle-school students about the Holocaust to give them the fact of 
what happened and let them recognize in themselves what they might do to prevent another.   
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