
USHMM Archives, RG-50.468*0002 
 

Josip Erlih from a village in the Croatian region of Slavonia was only   fifteeen when in 
the Summer of 1942 he was deported to the concentration camp Stara Gradi{ka which 
made part of the Jasenovac camp complex. It was located in an old Austrian fortress 
which between the two world wars was used as  prison.  Stara Gradi{ka was about 20 
kilometers away from the main part of the Jasenovac camp established around a brickmill 
and other workshops  confiscated from a Serb, Ozren Baci}.  
 
In Stara Gradi{ka he said he was beaten twice by  Jews who were assigned duties in the  
internal administration. The first time at the arrival when he confessed to the warden that 
he had hidden a bill of thousand kunas and the second time when he was unable to come 
quickly enough to the "apelo" summoning the inmates for outdoor work. Soon he was 
excepted in the tailor's shop where uniforms and shirts were made for the Usta{a guards.  
The head of works was Papo, a Jew from Sarajevo, who was a good man according to 
Erlih. Papo was subordinated to an Usta{a manager of  the tailor's shop and who was a 
very bad person. Erlih does not recolect his name. The inmates called him "El Ciego" 
(The Blind in Sephardic Ladino). Josip contracted typhus and the Jewish "capo" of his 
barrack with the nickname of ]i}i advised him in time to leave the so called clinic as the 
Usta{as would arrive to select the sick for liquidation. 
 
In the Spring of 1943 Josip was transferred to the main Jasenovac camp and made to 
work in the brick mill. The work was heavy and the food poor.  There he learnt that the 
family Rehnicer of his maternal aunt was deported from Slavonska Po`ega and perished 
in Jasenovac. From his uncle Marko Polak he learnt that his mother had also been 
brought to Jasenovac with a group of Jews from their district town Na{ice and 
immediately taken to the other bank of the river Sava opposite Jasenovac where all were 
slaughtered in the destroyed Serbian village Gradina. 
 
While working in the brick mill Josip slept in a mixed barrack where a  very bad man 
was "capo", a Serb, Ilija Paripovi}, who used to beat the inmates. When the winter 
approached Josip and a young Jews from Bosnia begged the chief of the Internal 
Administration, a Jew whose name was Viner (Wiener), to transfer them from the brick 
mill to the tinsmith workshop as the brick mill would stop production and the workers 
would be as usually liquidated. Josip said that Wiener was a good man and sent them 
both to the tinsmith workshop. As head of the Internal Administration Wiener was 
allowed to stay with his family in a house just outside the camp. He did not survive 
Jasenovac as all members of the internal administration from various levels were killed 
when  their time arrived.      
 
Erlih described several "apelos".  They were not held every morning as in German camps 
but only when Usta{as decided to publicly execute or severely punish some inmates. 
Erlih told about the execution by hanging in 1944 of the discovered members of the 
illegal communist organization in Jasenovac whose head Rebac, a Muslim,  was was 
terribly tortured and brought to the gallows burnt all over his body. 
 
Erlih also described in detail the breakthrough on 22 April 1945 when the inmates 
stormed the gate of the camp. Among the 70 to 80 inmates who survived the 
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breakthrough about 20 were Jews. The partisan unit who entered the camp found only 
burning buildings and cadavers.    
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