
1
00:00:00,000 --> 00:00:30,430

2
00:00:30,430 --> 00:00:31,150
Six marker.

3
00:00:31,150 --> 00:00:39,760

4
00:00:39,760 --> 00:00:45,880
You should have seen the
hysterical crying from mothers.

5
00:00:45,880 --> 00:00:47,920
And then we saw--

6
00:00:47,920 --> 00:00:52,460

7
00:00:52,460 --> 00:00:58,630
well, the mothers really kept
the child very, very strong.

8
00:00:58,630 --> 00:01:02,560
They were shot on the spot
and the children being

9
00:01:02,560 --> 00:01:06,730
turned over the board
to this empty truck.

10
00:01:06,730 --> 00:01:12,460
Well, this is something which
I will never forget and never

11
00:01:12,460 --> 00:01:17,620
forgive because the crime
against civilization

12
00:01:17,620 --> 00:01:22,430
and humanity was
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committed these days,

13
00:01:22,430 --> 00:01:24,560
and this may be what
gives me the strength

14
00:01:24,560 --> 00:01:29,150
to continue talking about
this because I feel,

15
00:01:29,150 --> 00:01:32,900
if it happened once in
a civilized country,

16
00:01:32,900 --> 00:01:36,590
it can happen anyplace.

17
00:01:36,590 --> 00:01:38,210
And this is maybe--

18
00:01:38,210 --> 00:01:39,770
and I wouldn't say
maybe, but this

19
00:01:39,770 --> 00:01:44,490
is the reason why the
museums are very important.

20
00:01:44,490 --> 00:01:48,200
There's, to my knowledge, about
15 museums in the United States

21
00:01:48,200 --> 00:01:50,775
but hundreds of
educational centers.

22
00:01:50,775 --> 00:01:54,770

23
00:01:54,770 --> 00:01:57,800
Tell me how old your nephew
was at this point in time?
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24
00:01:57,800 --> 00:02:00,320
He was eight and
a half years old,

25
00:02:00,320 --> 00:02:06,500
and let me tell you what miracle
happened, how he survived.

26
00:02:06,500 --> 00:02:10,850
Anybody who was in Europe,
Germany, or France,

27
00:02:10,850 --> 00:02:17,540
and Switzerland, and Poland,
Lithuania the European pillow

28
00:02:17,540 --> 00:02:21,530
is four times bigger
than the American pillow.

29
00:02:21,530 --> 00:02:26,960
If you will take two pillows, it
will cover the whole mattress.

30
00:02:26,960 --> 00:02:31,340
I was not staying together
with my mother, and my sister,

31
00:02:31,340 --> 00:02:36,570
and her son because, wherever
you could get a corner

32
00:02:36,570 --> 00:02:39,650
to stay overnight, you got it.

33
00:02:39,650 --> 00:02:40,700
So consequently.

34
00:02:40,700 --> 00:02:41,690
I wasn't there.

35
00:02:41,690 --> 00:02:45,140
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I was with my wife in
a different section

36
00:02:45,140 --> 00:02:47,390
of the ghetto.

37
00:02:47,390 --> 00:02:50,510
However, I saw
what was going on.

38
00:02:50,510 --> 00:02:53,960
I couldn't see far away,
my sister and her son

39
00:02:53,960 --> 00:02:58,310
next to the truck,
because some others

40
00:02:58,310 --> 00:03:00,540
let the children go right away.

41
00:03:00,540 --> 00:03:05,150
So what was happening
in their little room

42
00:03:05,150 --> 00:03:08,480
while Ukrainian
soldiers came in,

43
00:03:08,480 --> 00:03:13,440
my sister was hiding Jerry
under one of the pillows,

44
00:03:13,440 --> 00:03:14,960
and there were two pillows.

45
00:03:14,960 --> 00:03:18,560
And she told me that,
while the soldier

46
00:03:18,560 --> 00:03:24,910
came with the open bayonet and
did hit one of the pillows,
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47
00:03:24,910 --> 00:03:27,880
it seems to be that
the angel of death

48
00:03:27,880 --> 00:03:29,560
didn't want to take Jerry.

49
00:03:29,560 --> 00:03:31,980
And he was hidden
under the other pillow.

50
00:03:31,980 --> 00:03:35,430

51
00:03:35,430 --> 00:03:38,860
He was, like I said, seven
and a half years old,

52
00:03:38,860 --> 00:03:41,850
but he looked like
a two-year-old baby

53
00:03:41,850 --> 00:03:45,030
because he was like a
skeleton without having

54
00:03:45,030 --> 00:03:46,860
food for three years.

55
00:03:46,860 --> 00:03:51,900
And after 5:00, when I
saw everything got quiet

56
00:03:51,900 --> 00:03:54,240
and the trucks pulled out--

57
00:03:54,240 --> 00:03:56,160
and we really don't
know exactly how many

58
00:03:56,160 --> 00:03:58,170
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children were taken away.

59
00:03:58,170 --> 00:04:02,040
Some people do presume
there were 600 or 700,

60
00:04:02,040 --> 00:04:04,770
but when I got--

61
00:04:04,770 --> 00:04:09,420
after the aktion was finished,
immediately my wife and myself

62
00:04:09,420 --> 00:04:12,810
went to see what
happened to Jerry,

63
00:04:12,810 --> 00:04:20,273
and we saw chalk, a circle made
on the door of the house, which

64
00:04:20,273 --> 00:04:21,690
meant that they
were already there

65
00:04:21,690 --> 00:04:25,410
and nobody should
bother them anymore

66
00:04:25,410 --> 00:04:29,565
and basically how Jerry,
by miracle, survived.

67
00:04:29,565 --> 00:04:33,790

68
00:04:33,790 --> 00:04:38,590
Did you happen to witness the
hospital burning early on?

69
00:04:38,590 --> 00:04:40,660
I saw it from far away.
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70
00:04:40,660 --> 00:04:44,020
This was in the very first
beginning in the small ghetto,

71
00:04:44,020 --> 00:04:47,350
but I saw it because we
were in the big ghetto.

72
00:04:47,350 --> 00:04:49,930
As you probably know,
there was a bridge

73
00:04:49,930 --> 00:04:54,190
going to the small ghetto,
and we saw the small--

74
00:04:54,190 --> 00:04:57,310
this hospital burning.

75
00:04:57,310 --> 00:05:02,110
And we also saw the
children, the nurses going up

76
00:05:02,110 --> 00:05:03,730
to the Ninth Fort.

77
00:05:03,730 --> 00:05:05,140
But I wasn't there.

78
00:05:05,140 --> 00:05:07,470
I only saw it from
a distance of about.

79
00:05:07,470 --> 00:05:10,330

80
00:05:10,330 --> 00:05:13,854
I would say 1/2 a mile or
maybe a little bit less.

81
00:05:13,854 --> 00:05:14,750
OK.
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82
00:05:14,750 --> 00:05:19,420
And I didn't understand
about the baby

83
00:05:19,420 --> 00:05:21,280
carriages and the Ninth Fort.

84
00:05:21,280 --> 00:05:22,380
I didn't understand.

85
00:05:22,380 --> 00:05:24,960

86
00:05:24,960 --> 00:05:33,960
Well, the 10,500 people who were
selected to be shot next day--

87
00:05:33,960 --> 00:05:38,820
there were quite many mothers
and quite many children

88
00:05:38,820 --> 00:05:44,300
who were in this group,
and they stayed overnight.

89
00:05:44,300 --> 00:05:46,450
So there was ones
that were selected.

90
00:05:46,450 --> 00:05:48,310
They didn't come
back to the ghetto.

91
00:05:48,310 --> 00:05:49,960
They were taken to
the small ghetto,

92
00:05:49,960 --> 00:05:52,800
which was already empty.

93
00:05:52,800 --> 00:05:55,440
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And then the next morning--

94
00:05:55,440 --> 00:05:58,500
I wouldn't tell you exactly
if it was 9:00 or 10:00

95
00:05:58,500 --> 00:06:06,120
in the morning, but some mothers
had the babies in carriages.

96
00:06:06,120 --> 00:06:09,540
Today in America, most
of the babies are being--

97
00:06:09,540 --> 00:06:12,120
they would've been on our back.

98
00:06:12,120 --> 00:06:16,770
But those days, they're
in their carriages.

99
00:06:16,770 --> 00:06:21,630
And it seems to be that there's
always a certain element which

100
00:06:21,630 --> 00:06:23,850
is hungry for everything.

101
00:06:23,850 --> 00:06:27,690
And I don't know if they
knew that they would

102
00:06:27,690 --> 00:06:32,070
get some trophies or not, but
they were following the 10,000

103
00:06:32,070 --> 00:06:34,200
people over there going up.

104
00:06:34,200 --> 00:06:37,860
And naturally,
once the people got
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105
00:06:37,860 --> 00:06:41,940
in behind the gate of
the fortifications,

106
00:06:41,940 --> 00:06:45,750
I presume that the
Germans took the people,

107
00:06:45,750 --> 00:06:47,790
but they didn't
want the carriages.

108
00:06:47,790 --> 00:06:53,910
So the women who were following
the people who were shot

109
00:06:53,910 --> 00:06:56,700
got the carriages, and they were
coming back with empty ones.

110
00:06:56,700 --> 00:06:59,280

111
00:06:59,280 --> 00:06:59,780
OK.

112
00:06:59,780 --> 00:07:02,370

113
00:07:02,370 --> 00:07:09,345
And describe how you
decided to escape.

114
00:07:09,345 --> 00:07:11,310
Or how did you escape?

115
00:07:11,310 --> 00:07:17,860
Well, after the Kinder
Aktion, first of all, Jerry,

116
00:07:17,860 --> 00:07:23,240
who survived, physically
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was not existing anymore

117
00:07:23,240 --> 00:07:26,540
because if he would
be on the street,

118
00:07:26,540 --> 00:07:31,370
he would have been
taken away immediately.

119
00:07:31,370 --> 00:07:39,630
Until 1944, it
looked like Germany

120
00:07:39,630 --> 00:07:42,320
is going to win the war.

121
00:07:42,320 --> 00:07:44,330
In the very first
beginning, I said

122
00:07:44,330 --> 00:07:52,340
that it was not hard to escape
because the fence was made out

123
00:07:52,340 --> 00:07:53,240
of barbed wires.

124
00:07:53,240 --> 00:07:58,010
However, with a good
scissor or with pliers,

125
00:07:58,010 --> 00:08:00,830
you could cut it and get
out, despite of the fact

126
00:08:00,830 --> 00:08:02,900
that there were guards outside.

127
00:08:02,900 --> 00:08:07,100
But it looked like, first of
all, Germany's winning the war,
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128
00:08:07,100 --> 00:08:10,460
and the local
population were hostile.

129
00:08:10,460 --> 00:08:12,260
So let's say you will get out.

130
00:08:12,260 --> 00:08:13,370
Where would you go?

131
00:08:13,370 --> 00:08:14,930
They will catch you immediately.

132
00:08:14,930 --> 00:08:16,573
Everybody knew who
we were, and not

133
00:08:16,573 --> 00:08:18,740
only because we had the
start, which-- eventually we

134
00:08:18,740 --> 00:08:24,110
could take it off, but
we looked like criminals.

135
00:08:24,110 --> 00:08:27,740
I didn't have warm
water on my body

136
00:08:27,740 --> 00:08:29,720
to take a shower
for three years,

137
00:08:29,720 --> 00:08:33,530
so just imagine the conditions.

138
00:08:33,530 --> 00:08:36,380
I forgot my name because
nobody called me by name.

139
00:08:36,380 --> 00:08:42,539
They called me either, by

Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word generated with 3Play Media.  
It is not the primary source, and it may contain errors in spelling or accuracy.



the guards, Damn Jew, or --

140
00:08:42,539 --> 00:08:45,900
I didn't exist like
a human anymore, so

141
00:08:45,900 --> 00:08:47,070
what would you escape?

142
00:08:47,070 --> 00:08:52,560
But by 1944, we
were getting already

143
00:08:52,560 --> 00:08:59,490
messages that the Russians
are getting very, very close.

144
00:08:59,490 --> 00:09:01,830
They were pushing
the German army back.

145
00:09:01,830 --> 00:09:07,440
I got once a Lithuanian
paper which on the front page

146
00:09:07,440 --> 00:09:11,940
were giving all the time news,
what's going on in the front,

147
00:09:11,940 --> 00:09:18,570
and I have to admit that
the German high command--

148
00:09:18,570 --> 00:09:22,320
every single day in Germany
or in every occupied country

149
00:09:22,320 --> 00:09:24,870
had on the front page a
report from the front,

150
00:09:24,870 --> 00:09:31,130
l it said in a nice way that
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we were retreating according

151
00:09:31,130 --> 00:09:33,830
to the plan,
according to the plan,

152
00:09:33,830 --> 00:09:36,170
from one town to another one.

153
00:09:36,170 --> 00:09:38,900
And we knew that they
are getting closer to us,

154
00:09:38,900 --> 00:09:43,070
and we felt that the chances of
surviving are getting better.

155
00:09:43,070 --> 00:09:48,890
And just by lucky coincidence,
lucky, lucky, coincidence,

156
00:09:48,890 --> 00:09:53,180
we found out that a very
poor Lithuanian farmer,

157
00:09:53,180 --> 00:09:57,530
which also were living in a
very dilapidated house which

158
00:09:57,530 --> 00:10:00,710
we would call maybe a farm
in the United States--

159
00:10:00,710 --> 00:10:05,510
but this poor man had three
children, and one horse,

160
00:10:05,510 --> 00:10:09,440
and one cow, and
we got the message,

161
00:10:09,440 --> 00:10:12,440
if we would be able to
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escape from the camp,

162
00:10:12,440 --> 00:10:15,470
he would be willing to hide us.

163
00:10:15,470 --> 00:10:18,800
He also said that he can only
have enough space for two,

164
00:10:18,800 --> 00:10:23,240
and we were three, my
mother and my sister's son

165
00:10:23,240 --> 00:10:25,040
was still alive.

166
00:10:25,040 --> 00:10:28,370
And we got out.

167
00:10:28,370 --> 00:10:29,390
We got out.

168
00:10:29,390 --> 00:10:31,220
We tried at nighttime.

169
00:10:31,220 --> 00:10:33,320
We tried in the morning.

170
00:10:33,320 --> 00:10:35,120
But we got out.

171
00:10:35,120 --> 00:10:38,330
We got to his house,
middle of the night.

172
00:10:38,330 --> 00:10:43,160
We found out that,
since January, he

173
00:10:43,160 --> 00:10:50,220
was four more people, a doctor
with his wife and two children,
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174
00:10:50,220 --> 00:10:57,695
and we were in hiding with
this Lithuanian farmer 90 days.

175
00:10:57,695 --> 00:11:00,670

176
00:11:00,670 --> 00:11:04,750
It was not easy
because, first of all,

177
00:11:04,750 --> 00:11:08,080
he was so poor that he
didn't have anything

178
00:11:08,080 --> 00:11:11,710
to eat but himself, but they
were sharing whatever they had.

179
00:11:11,710 --> 00:11:16,040
After we were there about a week
or so, they took away the cows,

180
00:11:16,040 --> 00:11:19,420
so consequently, the children
were not getting any milk.

181
00:11:19,420 --> 00:11:23,140
And there were three
children, including Jerry,

182
00:11:23,140 --> 00:11:27,640
and we were in and out because
there were certain days

183
00:11:27,640 --> 00:11:30,850
that he said, look, I have
a feeling that tonight

184
00:11:30,850 --> 00:11:31,840
police will come.
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185
00:11:31,840 --> 00:11:40,556

186
00:11:40,556 --> 00:11:41,056
29.

187
00:11:41,056 --> 00:11:41,870
Marker seven.

188
00:11:41,870 --> 00:11:45,710

189
00:11:45,710 --> 00:11:51,350
The name of the farmer was
Joseph Urbanoff, a very humble

190
00:11:51,350 --> 00:12:01,740
man, and I came
to America in '46,

191
00:12:01,740 --> 00:12:05,390
thanks to President
Truman, who, at that time,

192
00:12:05,390 --> 00:12:11,150
did issue 5,000 affidavits
for Holocaust survivors,

193
00:12:11,150 --> 00:12:13,400
regardless of religion
and nationality

194
00:12:13,400 --> 00:12:18,950
because the inmates of
camps were not only Jews.

195
00:12:18,950 --> 00:12:25,770
And naturally, I came to
the United States penniless.

196
00:12:25,770 --> 00:12:30,200
However, I didn't take
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my freedom for granted

197
00:12:30,200 --> 00:12:32,525
because I could
walk on the street,

198
00:12:32,525 --> 00:12:35,930
and nobody was
spitting in my face.

199
00:12:35,930 --> 00:12:43,970
And I did appreciate from the
very first day until today

200
00:12:43,970 --> 00:12:46,640
the freedom of this
wonderful country.

201
00:12:46,640 --> 00:12:52,520
And freedom is not a gift
from heaven, by no means.

202
00:12:52,520 --> 00:12:57,260
We must fight for freedom
every single day in order

203
00:12:57,260 --> 00:12:58,090
not to lose it.

204
00:12:58,090 --> 00:13:02,470

205
00:13:02,470 --> 00:13:08,860
We were here about one year,
and we started to send packages

206
00:13:08,860 --> 00:13:13,600
to Urbanoff, letters.

207
00:13:13,600 --> 00:13:16,810
We never heard from
him until today.
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208
00:13:16,810 --> 00:13:23,880
However, Lithuania was
occupied by the Soviets

209
00:13:23,880 --> 00:13:28,450
until about three years ago as
the country is now independent

210
00:13:28,450 --> 00:13:29,460
again.

211
00:13:29,460 --> 00:13:32,010
The capital is not
anymore Kovno or Kaunas.

212
00:13:32,010 --> 00:13:33,660
It is Vilnius.

213
00:13:33,660 --> 00:13:38,160
Last November, a
young Lithuanian man

214
00:13:38,160 --> 00:13:43,200
called me and said that he's in
El Paso, sent by the Lithuanian

215
00:13:43,200 --> 00:13:46,980
government to learn
the way we are

216
00:13:46,980 --> 00:13:49,710
electing a president
in the United States.

217
00:13:49,710 --> 00:13:52,050
And we met, and we had lunch.

218
00:13:52,050 --> 00:13:55,170
And then he was with
me at the museum.

219
00:13:55,170 --> 00:13:58,680
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And I really didn't
want him to feel bad,

220
00:13:58,680 --> 00:14:03,120
but I had to tell him
something which he has to know,

221
00:14:03,120 --> 00:14:08,130
how his country
misbehaved against us.

222
00:14:08,130 --> 00:14:14,790
At the same time, I told him
that Urbanoff saved my life,

223
00:14:14,790 --> 00:14:18,120
and I took him to a garden
which is in our museum.

224
00:14:18,120 --> 00:14:22,830
The garden is dedicated
to the Righteous Gentiles.

225
00:14:22,830 --> 00:14:28,020
I don't think that you have
in Washington at your Museum

226
00:14:28,020 --> 00:14:32,250
here a garden which is
dedicated to the Righteous.

227
00:14:32,250 --> 00:14:37,200
There's one in Jerusalem at the
National Holocaust Museum, Yad

228
00:14:37,200 --> 00:14:45,030
Vashem, and we have plaques
of Righteous from every county

229
00:14:45,030 --> 00:14:48,210
and among them Urbanoff.

230
00:14:48,210 --> 00:14:50,130
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And he was very
proud about this,

231
00:14:50,130 --> 00:14:52,440
and I ask him for a favor.

232
00:14:52,440 --> 00:14:57,570
I said, look, by coincidence, I
have a picture not of Urbanoff,

233
00:14:57,570 --> 00:15:00,180
but I do have a photo of
his daughter, who was,

234
00:15:00,180 --> 00:15:02,610
at that time, 20 years old.

235
00:15:02,610 --> 00:15:04,770
Her name is Anna.

236
00:15:04,770 --> 00:15:08,640
And I say, before you go back
home, here's her picture.

237
00:15:08,640 --> 00:15:14,550
Since you do work for the
leading newspaper in Vilnius,

238
00:15:14,550 --> 00:15:21,580
have her photo printed, and
let's do our best to find her.

239
00:15:21,580 --> 00:15:24,180
Well, a few months
later I got from him

240
00:15:24,180 --> 00:15:30,300
the newspaper with the write-up
in Lithuanian exactly revealing

241
00:15:30,300 --> 00:15:31,770
to our interview.
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242
00:15:31,770 --> 00:15:38,910
Her picture was printed,
but this is already May,

243
00:15:38,910 --> 00:15:40,600
almost six months.

244
00:15:40,600 --> 00:15:44,070
So far, I didn't hear
from them or from her.

245
00:15:44,070 --> 00:15:49,390
Hopefully we'll find her
because all the Righteous--

246
00:15:49,390 --> 00:15:55,770
and I met a few of them,
and I talked to them.

247
00:15:55,770 --> 00:15:59,550
And they are older people, men
and women, and I call them--

248
00:15:59,550 --> 00:16:04,380
you are a hero because
it was not easy.

249
00:16:04,380 --> 00:16:10,150
It was not easy to hide a Jewish
family for different reasons

250
00:16:10,150 --> 00:16:14,500
because even when the Germans
were retreating from all

251
00:16:14,500 --> 00:16:17,260
over, after the D-Day
of June the 6th,

252
00:16:17,260 --> 00:16:23,110
1944, the French police,
the German police were still
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253
00:16:23,110 --> 00:16:28,200
searching wherever they could
a family which was hiding

254
00:16:28,200 --> 00:16:31,570
a Jewish or one Jew in
a family, the same thing

255
00:16:31,570 --> 00:16:33,730
on the eastern side of Europe.

256
00:16:33,730 --> 00:16:40,550
And anybody who was caught
were executed together with us,

257
00:16:40,550 --> 00:16:42,700
especially in Eastern Europe.

258
00:16:42,700 --> 00:16:48,230
On the West, they were
sent concentration camps.

259
00:16:48,230 --> 00:16:53,710
So these people deserve
a lot of gratitude,

260
00:16:53,710 --> 00:16:57,760
and this gratitude cannot be
expressed just saying "thank

261
00:16:57,760 --> 00:17:00,940
you" or--

262
00:17:00,940 --> 00:17:05,050
I was looking in dictionary
how to say thank you to them.

263
00:17:05,050 --> 00:17:08,079
There isn't such a thing
because they were really

264
00:17:08,079 --> 00:17:11,440
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sacrificing their life, not only
their life but their family's

265
00:17:11,440 --> 00:17:12,579
life.

266
00:17:12,579 --> 00:17:15,910
And these good people,
as long I will be alive,

267
00:17:15,910 --> 00:17:18,280
will never be
forgotten because they

268
00:17:18,280 --> 00:17:21,849
were such good, good people.

269
00:17:21,849 --> 00:17:25,240
And what else can we do?

270
00:17:25,240 --> 00:17:27,190
There would be less
survivors if it wouldn't

271
00:17:27,190 --> 00:17:29,002
be these righteous Christians.

272
00:17:29,002 --> 00:17:32,530

273
00:17:32,530 --> 00:17:36,280
Tell me what a malina
was [INAUDIBLE]??

274
00:17:36,280 --> 00:17:41,035
Well, to my knowledge, a
malina was a place of hiding.

275
00:17:41,035 --> 00:17:46,105

276
00:17:46,105 --> 00:17:50,050
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We were digging holes
under the foundations

277
00:17:50,050 --> 00:17:54,580
of the house, or a attic, or
whatever it is because while we

278
00:17:54,580 --> 00:17:56,560
were being deported--

279
00:17:56,560 --> 00:18:00,400
or, like I said
before, when the rebels

280
00:18:00,400 --> 00:18:06,040
were coming from Vilnius, the
children were being taken away.

281
00:18:06,040 --> 00:18:10,840
Some people managed
to dig under the house

282
00:18:10,840 --> 00:18:16,030
a hole to hide the children,
and this is basically

283
00:18:16,030 --> 00:18:19,570
the title of malina.

284
00:18:19,570 --> 00:18:27,090
And the pogroms that took
place around the time

285
00:18:27,090 --> 00:18:29,220
just before the
Germans came in--

286
00:18:29,220 --> 00:18:33,000
can you tell me what
you know about those?

287
00:18:33,000 --> 00:18:41,790
Well, the pogroms-- basically,
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I know the Jewish history,

288
00:18:41,790 --> 00:18:44,060
and the persecution
of Jewish people

289
00:18:44,060 --> 00:18:47,730
really started 2,000 years
ago, since the Jews are being

290
00:18:47,730 --> 00:18:51,840
accused of crucifying Jesus.

291
00:18:51,840 --> 00:18:55,980
But if you will
just take basically

292
00:18:55,980 --> 00:18:58,780
what was happening
in the 12th century,

293
00:18:58,780 --> 00:19:03,090
the crusaders were
persecuting Jews all over,

294
00:19:03,090 --> 00:19:09,180
and then came the
Inquisition in 1490 in Spain.

295
00:19:09,180 --> 00:19:13,050
At that time, while
Jews had the choice

296
00:19:13,050 --> 00:19:17,730
to convert to Christianity,
they were not persecuted.

297
00:19:17,730 --> 00:19:19,830
If you didn't want
it, some were killed,

298
00:19:19,830 --> 00:19:21,690
and some were allowed
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to get out from there.

299
00:19:21,690 --> 00:19:24,420

300
00:19:24,420 --> 00:19:28,410
Going to pogroms,
basically we are

301
00:19:28,410 --> 00:19:33,390
talking about what was happening
in Russia under the tsar,

302
00:19:33,390 --> 00:19:39,510
and every time there were some
problems, like for instance,

303
00:19:39,510 --> 00:19:44,040
in 1905, Russia lost
the war against Japan.

304
00:19:44,040 --> 00:19:49,440
And here the tsar is
mad, and naturally, he

305
00:19:49,440 --> 00:19:54,630
sent the Kazakhs to
kill Jewish communities.

306
00:19:54,630 --> 00:19:57,840
But nothing can be
compared with the Holocaust

307
00:19:57,840 --> 00:20:03,660
because we are dealing with
highly sophisticated society.

308
00:20:03,660 --> 00:20:08,100
Germans were always considered
on the European continent

309
00:20:08,100 --> 00:20:13,490
as the most civilized
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people, and I always

310
00:20:13,490 --> 00:20:15,750
stop to think that if this
would happen someplace

311
00:20:15,750 --> 00:20:19,950
behind the mountains, in Greece,
or in Albania, or in Africa,

312
00:20:19,950 --> 00:20:22,530
you would have a little
excuse, but never in Germany.

313
00:20:22,530 --> 00:20:25,620
And I had quite
many German friends.

314
00:20:25,620 --> 00:20:29,850
My hometown-- just for
your information, Kovno

315
00:20:29,850 --> 00:20:33,270
was only about 40 miles
from the German border.

316
00:20:33,270 --> 00:20:35,910
And quite many Germans
were coming to Lithuania

317
00:20:35,910 --> 00:20:40,110
because, basically, Germany
was an industrial country,

318
00:20:40,110 --> 00:20:42,450
and Lithuania was agriculture.

319
00:20:42,450 --> 00:20:45,630
And people were coming to spend
their vacation because food

320
00:20:45,630 --> 00:20:49,950
was so much better and
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tastier than in Germany,

321
00:20:49,950 --> 00:20:51,750
and they were
basically good people.

322
00:20:51,750 --> 00:21:00,850
How the Nazis managed
successfully to poison

323
00:21:00,850 --> 00:21:04,770
with hatred people is--

324
00:21:04,770 --> 00:21:07,770
it will take maybe
years and years from now

325
00:21:07,770 --> 00:21:11,820
to explain how it was
done because it is not

326
00:21:11,820 --> 00:21:14,850
easy to take good people
and transform them

327
00:21:14,850 --> 00:21:19,470
to bestia fera, which means
in Latin wild animals,

328
00:21:19,470 --> 00:21:24,600
being able to kill people and,
especially, to kill children.

329
00:21:24,600 --> 00:21:33,370
I had a chance after
the war to take revenge,

330
00:21:33,370 --> 00:21:36,520
like the Turks after
the genocide took place

331
00:21:36,520 --> 00:21:40,720
in 1915 in Turkey, where a
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million people were killed,

332
00:21:40,720 --> 00:21:45,880
and I had the chance, maybe,
to kill some German Nazis.

333
00:21:45,880 --> 00:21:48,110
I couldn't do it
for two reasons.

334
00:21:48,110 --> 00:21:49,930
First of all, I'm not a killer.

335
00:21:49,930 --> 00:21:53,440
If I were to have killed
somebody, being now an old man,

336
00:21:53,440 --> 00:21:55,300
I would have sleepless
nights because,

337
00:21:55,300 --> 00:21:57,440
how could I kill a human being?

338
00:21:57,440 --> 00:22:04,840
And then I never had the
evidence that the Germans,

339
00:22:04,840 --> 00:22:08,260
right after the war, which were
prisoners of war which I met--

340
00:22:08,260 --> 00:22:09,880
I never had evidence
that they are

341
00:22:09,880 --> 00:22:14,260
the one who committed the
crime against innocent people.

342
00:22:14,260 --> 00:22:19,570
So consequently, I'm
glad that I never did it,
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343
00:22:19,570 --> 00:22:24,471
and I can go away from this
planet with a clean conscience.

344
00:22:24,471 --> 00:22:29,550

345
00:22:29,550 --> 00:22:32,070
We're just about to
run out, right Jim?

346
00:22:32,070 --> 00:22:35,250
I want to ask about
the liquidation.

347
00:22:35,250 --> 00:22:37,970
Let's load one more roll.

348
00:22:37,970 --> 00:25:01,000
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