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In this interview Genovaitė Jurevičienė, born in 1928 m. talks about the massacre of Kėdainiai 
Jews that happened near the cemetery of Kėdainiai (1941) and that she witnessed – from a 
distance of about 500 meters – when she was a girl of thirteen years old. She claims to have seen 
the men being executed separately from the women and children; the rabbi giving a speech to the 
men before they were executed; that there were more of the “white stripers” than Germans. She 
recalls that she approached the site about a week after the execution and saw pillars of 
phosphorus rising above the mass grave, which scared her a lot. She talks about life among the 
Jews during the interwar period; recalls how her mother went to work for a Jewish family named 
Kaplanai on Sabbath and she herself got along well with Jewish children, disregarding blood 
libel rumors and was therefore called the “Queen of the Jews”. She recounts how she helped the 
Kaplanai family to bring their luggage to the Kėdainiai stables, where they were taken before the 
execution, and saw from a distance how they were ordered to give away their valuables and the 
men separated from the women and children. She shares her memories about the beginning of 
the war, describing how the German soldiers parked in yard of the house she and her mother 
lived in, how they sang and shaved in good spirits, how the senior doctor of Kėdainiai hospital 
came to welcome the Germans with flowers. 

 

Tape 1 Box 1 

[01] 00:40:21 - [01] 07:11:00 
00:00:44 – 00:07:31 
She introduces herself as Genovaitė Jurevičienė, maiden name – Docytė, born in 1928 in 
Kėdainiai, claims that her mother was a laundress, while her father was the deacon of the Church 
of St. George in Kėdainiai named Pranas Pranckietis, although the latter had not conceded 
paternity and her mother was sued for libel and sentenced to six months of prison; says that after 
her mother left prison, she pleaded for justice from the archbishop of Kaunas, but the latter told 
her to trust God‘s judgement; she recalls living in poverty. 
 
[01] 07:11:00 - [01] 12:23:11 
00:07:31 – 00:12:56 
She says that she and her mother lived in Smilgos street, just opposite the Kaplanas’ bakery 
with a tailor, who was a Jew, and his family – she explains that later she and her mother had to 
move out and a ghetto was established there – and got along well with the Jews in the 
neighborhood; recalls how her mother served at a Jewish house on Sabbath; how she played with 
Jewish children. She remembers how the whole town started talking that the Jews will be 
executed; how she heard that they will be taken somewhere to be executed and ran immediately 
to Kaplanai at the ghetto, where there was a big commotion and everybody was packing – she 
explains that Smilgos street was simply fenced off to create the ghetto and Kaplanai – as most of 
the Jews –simply stayed at their homes on Smilgos street. When asked how long the Jews stayed 
at the ghetto, she replies – uncertain – that they stayed for about a year (?). She says that the Jews 
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carried many packages; that they believed that they were going to be taken to the stables of 
Kėdainiai, where a train will be waiting to take them somewhere further. When asked if she 
sensed that they were going to be executed, she replies that she was a child and could not even 
imagine why somebody would want to kill those kind people, who helped the poor.  
 
[01] 12:23:11 - [01] 16:49:22 
00:12:56 – 00:17:34 
She recalls how she, together with Kaplanai and other Jews, was led towards the stables; how 
Kaplanienė (the wife of Kaplanas) saw the Railway master‘s wife walking by, ran over to her 
and asked where they were being taken on the train, and the wife of the Railway master‘s wife 
replied that they were not going to be taken anywhere, but executed; how after she said that, a 
German officer came over and told them to move on – she explains, that the „white stripers“ 
were also guarding them, but the German was giving orders. She recalls that after they reached 
the stables, where there were two barns, a German officer arrived in an open car and an 
interpreter by his side – she explains that the interpreter had graduated from the gymnasium in 
Kėdainiai, and mentions, without conviction, that his name was Venckevičius – and ordered the 
men to go to one barn, and the women and children – to the other and wait for the train. She 
explains that she simply helped Kaplanai to carry their luggage, but was driven away after they 
reached the stables and watched everything from a distance, together with other people. She says 
that the German officer ordered the Jews to give him all their valuables; that the women then 
started taking off their accessories and putting them into a dark green sack. 
 

[01] 16:49:22 - [01] 22:36:05 
00:17:34 – 00:23:34 
She says that Kaplanienė took off her wristwatch and threw it into the direction where she was 
standing, but she did not think of even looking at it; that a commotion arose and, in her opinion, 
the crowd of people trampled over the watch. She says that the German officer announced that if 
he found a single valuable that someone had failed to hand over, the person would be executed; 
that women started sobbing as soon they heard him talking about execution, since they already 
had been calmed down earlier when they heard that they were going to wait for a train; that after 
the valuables were collected, a heartbreaking ceremony of saying good-bye ensued and the men 
went into one barn, the women and children – to the other. She says that she then arranged with 
her friend, who lived un Janušava, a Kėdainiai suburb on the bank of Smilga River and just 
opposite the cemetery, that she would come the next morning and they would watch whatever 
was about to happen; explains that that same night the „white stripers “were walking around 
people‘s homes and ordering them to cover their windows with saddlecloths, so people 
understood that something was about to happen. She describes how the next morning she ran 
over to her friend‘s and they went to the loft, made a whole in the saddlecloth that was covering 
the window, and watched everything; explains that the distance from her outlook to the site was 
half a kilometer or less; that there was a trough already dug out; that first they saw Jewish men in 
black being taken to the site, then a tall man – she guesses, a rabbi – turning to the Jewish men 
and talking to them, then them undressing, throwing the clothes to a pile and jumping to the 
trough; she says she did not watch further, only heard shots, and when she opened her eyes, she 
saw the „white stripers“ throwing sand onto the trough. 
 
[01] 22:36:05 - [01] 27:11:15 
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00:23:34 – 00:28:21 
She assumes that the “white stripers” did the shooting – although she admits she did not see it – 
since there were only a few Germans, but many more of the “white stripers” in black suits and 
white armbands; she says that she saw two Germans on horses, riding on both sides of the colon 
of Jewish men, who were being led to be executed; that she did not see any more Germans. She 
recalls that when some time after the execution of the men had passed, she saw sobbing Jewish 
women with children being led to the trough; that when they saw the through and understood that 
their men were lying in it, a terrifying screaming ensued; that women undressed and jumped to 
the trough – on top of their men. When asked if the men and women were naked, she responds 
positively and explains that later the “white stripers” took the clothes in carts and shared them 
among themselves. She claims that she did not watch further and when she opened her eyes after 
the shooting had subsided, she saw a tall “white striper” walking around the trough with a pistol 
in his hand and shooting into it – probably finishing off people who were not yet dead; she 
claims that she only saw a turmoil that arose, but later on the women in town talked that the 
“white striper” slipped and fell into the trough right on top of an old Jewish woman who was 
called Gitala and was considered insane, and the woman strangled him to death; that a big 
funeral was organized for him. She assumes that the “white stripers” buried the trough and 
covered it in chloride. 
 
[01] 27:11:15 - [01] 36:15:21 
00:28:21 – 00:37:48 
She recalls that about a week after the massacre, she went to a field near the cemetery to pick 
some flowers and saw glowing pillars of phosphorus rising from the spot where she earlier saw 
the trough, and she threw away her flowers and set off running, thinking that the resurrected 
Jews were coming after her; she talks about the impact that this incident had on her, and then 
goes on to talk about how a dog bit her, about her work as a typist after the war an how she met 
her husband. 
 

Tape 2 Box 1 

[02] 00:41:02 - [02] 06:43:02 
00:00:44 – 00:07:00 
She talks about life among Jewish people before the war: how the wife of the Jewish tailor, in 
whose house she and her mother lived, came over to welcome them when they moved in and 
brought treats; how poor she and mother were; she recalls a lawyer named Gamusas and his 
daughter, with whom she was friends; explains that Gamusas and his family fled before the war 
and then Gamusas returned to live in Vilnius and work in the soviet administration, while his 
daughter left for Israel. 
 
[02] 06:43:02 - [02] 11:41:05 
00:07:00 – 00:12:11 
She says that she and her mother lived at a Jewish tailor‘s house – she explains that there were 
many poor people in the neighborhood and speculates that the rent must have been low – where 
they had a small room and the tailor lived with his family on the second floor of the same house. 
She says that the Kaplanas’ bakery was famous in Kėdainiai, since they were the only ones who 
had ring-shaped rolls; repeats again that she got along well and played a lot with the Kaplanai 
children; recalls how the children of rich Lithuanian parents would try to intimidate her, saying 
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that the Jews put children‘s blood in their matzos, but she disregarded the rumors and was called 
„Genė, the Queen of the Jews“by them. She claims that there were no attacks against Jews or 
their property; explains that the Jews mostly lived in Smilgos Street, and the Lithuanians who 
lived there were poor and they did not taunt the Jews; she tries to remember the rich among the 
Jews – the rabbi, Olbergas. She recalls how her mother tried to hang the dog that bit her and they 
were thrown out of their home for that. 
 
[02] 11:41:05 - [02] 14:08:03 
00:12:11 – 00:14:44 
She says that her mother would go to work at Kaplanai home on Sabbath; that her main chore 
was to tend the fire; that there were several Kaplanai: one had a clothing store and his sons were 
cab drivers, while fourth Kaplanas had a bakery and his family was the one that she and her 
mother knew. 
 
[02] 14:08:03 - [02] 20:00:04 
00:14:44 – 00:20:51 
When asked to recall what she was doing when the war started, she remembers that she then 
lived with her mother in a house that her mother tended in Kėdainiai; that her mother had been 
working outside early in the morning when she saw low-flying planes that suddenly started fire 
directed to their house, but no one was injured; explains that her future husband, who was 
working as a soviet policeman at that time, had been staying in the same house, but had fled 
Kėdainiai even before he saw the planes. She goes on to tell that there was a camp organized for 
children from poor families, but one had to become a pioneer to go there, and her mother was 
very religious, therefore did not let her join the pioneers; she expresses relief that she did not go 
to the camp, since many of the children were killed in Palanga where the camp was; recalls how 
her friend Birutė Petruškevičiūtė returned alive and complained about the horrors they had to go 
through there. 
 
 
[02] 20:00:04 - [02] 25:33:23 
00:20:51 – 00:26:39 
She recalls how the Germans arrived in their tanks; mentions that Jaržemskis, the senior doctor 
of the Kėdainiai hospital and a nurse came out to welcome the Germans with flowers; describes 
her impressions about the cleanliness of the Germans and their shoes that were new and shiny; 
recalls that the German motorcyclists stopped in the yard of the house she and her mother were 
living in; that she observed them through a small window while they were shaving, singing 
[imitates their singing] and playing with water. She wonders how such a „cultured nation“– she 
mentions that they all had religious pendants on their necks and their belts had a citation about 
God on them – could kill innocent people. She recalls that she had heard, as the Germans were 
retreating, that they bombed the gymnasium, so she disguised herself and went over to check; 
that her mother was worried that the Germans will take her with them; explains that a six year 
old brother of her friend was kidnapped and taken to Austria, from where he wrote a letter home. 
 
[02] 25:33:23 - [02] 29:33:15 
00:26:39 – 00:30:48 
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When inquired about when the „white stripers“ appeared, she recalls how two „white stripers“, 
one of them named Maksimovas, came over to perform a search in her future husband‘s room; 
says that they took some shoe soles, as they couldn‘t find anything else in the room. When asked 
if Maksimovas participated in the execution, she assumes that he did, since „they were all 
degenerates“; says that the wives of the „white stripers “complained that they were drunk every 
night; mentions once again that they took all the Jewish clothing; when asked what they did with 
the clothes, she speculates that they wore some and sold the others, but claims that she has not 
seen them being sold. 
 
[02] 29:33:15 - [02] 36:16:15 
00:30:48 – 00:37:48 
She says that her outlook was too far for her to see the faces of the Jews; mentions again that she 
saw a tall man facing the Jewish men and saying something to them, and later people talked that 
it was the rabbi giving a speech; when asked about the source of this information, she replies that 
the wives of the „white stripers “would spread the word after their inebriated husbands had 
confided in them at home. She says that one „white striper “recounted to her mother how the 
next day after the execution he went over to the site and heard a cry of a child in the cemetery 
nearby; how he found a dead Jewish woman with an infant still alive in her arms and how he 
shot the infant right away. She says that she had heard somebody retell the rabbi‘s speech to the 
Jewish men at the site of the massacre, in which he announced that God had provisioned for 
them to die that day, but that a day would come when they would pave the roads with the heads 
of their executioners. 
 

Tape 3 Box 1 

[03] 00:40:14 - [03] 05:39:20 
00:00:43 – 00:05:55 
She says that the execution took place at the end of March or April; recalls once again how she 
saw the pillars of phosphorus above the mass grave; says that she did not see any items lying 
around the grave, when she came to pick flowers a week after the execution; that she has heard 
that the „white stripers “even exchanged fire fighting over the Jewish clothes. She cannot recall 
the priest mentioning anything about the massacre in his sermon; remembers the name of the 
priest who served at the Church of St. Joseph, where the student of her school went for the Mass 
every week – Ragauskas; explains that he later quit priesthood and worked in the soviet 
administration. 
  
[03] 05:39:20 - [03] 12:12:11 
00:05:55 – 00:12:44 
She says that many Jews live in Kėdainiai; calls Kėdainiai a „Jewish town“; says that there were 
two synagogues in the Old Town. She says that the Jews pent one summer in the ghetto; that she 
did not enter the ghetto while they were there; that she avoided even passing it – she did not want 
to see the Jews extending their hand through the fence asking for food, since she didn‘t have any 
herself. She says that after the execution, people came to ghetto and started tearing apart the 
roofs and the floors looking for gold; she recalls the view of a street covered in candy wrappers 
from the candy factory that had been looted, as well as roofs torn apart and windows panes 
removed – which people brought home and put into their own windows – as she entered the 
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ghetto after the execution. She says that she left Kėdainiai in 1946 and until that time no one had 
moved into Jewish homes, as they had been nearly destroyed and needed repairs. 
 
[03] 12:12:11 - [03] 16:30:20 
00:12:44 – 00:17:13 
She recalls again how she walked with the Jews to the stables; how they met the Railway 
master‘s wife; that there were signifanctly more „white stripers‘than Germans. [Technical 
questions are discussed in he background; the interviewer thanks for the interview; then he asks 
the interviewee if she has photograph of her mother, she replies positively and stands up to look 
for it; the camera is turned off.] 
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