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In this interview, Jonas Uzdonas, born in 1925, a local resident of Anykščiai, briefly discusses 
how his family had a good relationship with the Jews in Anykščiai. He describes anti-Jewish 
propaganda and persecution, and provides eyewitness testimony to the murder of a Jewish man 
named Srolke. He talks about the rounding up and massacre of Jews and the looting of Jewish 
goods in Anykščiai, and notes the complicity of the clergy as they did not condemn the crimes 
committed by the perpetrators, collaborators, and complicit individuals. He provides the names 
of several victims and perpetrators and confirms that no Germans were present or participant 
during the crimes. 

 

Box 1, Tape 1 

 

[01:] 00:41:00 – [01:] 08:26:20 

00:43 – 08:48 

He introduces himself as Jonas Uzdonas, born in 1925, a local resident of Anykščiai (a town in 
northeast Lithuania). He talks briefly about his family: his mother worked in a bakery, his father 
was taken to Germany though he was able to escape and went into hiding, he had three sisters 
and one brother who worked for Magyla, a “white striper.” [new scene; the interview resumes] 
He says that the Soviet government took care of Magyla, that he never returned from prison; 
mentions that Bronius Janickas was referred to as a “cannibal.” [interview starts anew] He 
explains that he worked in a bakery before the war, that his father spoke Yiddish, that he also 
knew Yiddish, but no longer remembers the language; he recites a Jewish song about Stalin; says 
that he used to play card games with his Jewish friends. He states that the owner of the bakery 
was Meicikas Zilberis; he discusses the economic situation and employment status of his 
family. He affirms that his family got along well with the Jews, especially his father who was 
raised in the Jewish Leibokas family because he was without a mother; states that there was no 
Jewish pogrom in Anykščiai, but that anti-Jewish propaganda was spread, that the “white 
stripers” arrived. 

 

[01:] 08:28:18 – [01:] 15:48:08 

08:50 – 16:28 
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He explains how the word “Jude” was written with white or brown paint on the doorways of 
Jewish homes, that this was done by Lithuanians; he affirms that no Germans were present 
during the rounding up or massacre of the Jews, that the Germans would come from Utena for 
Arbeitsamt (work exchange) [GERMAN]. He talks about how he and several men were 
apprehended by the “white stripers” and handed over to the Arbeitsamt [GERMAN], that the 
older men were transported to Germany for work, that he was held for a while and then taken to 
work near a railroad, but he does not remember the exact location. He states that all of the men 
who rounded up the Jews in Anykščiai were locals, that they rounded up the poorer Jews into the 
synagogue and killed them, that the wealthier Jews were taken to the forest and shot; he explains 
that entire families were rounded up, that the victims were killed and buried in the perpetrators’ 
neighborhoods; he reveals that very many human bones and remains were found during the 
construction of communal farms (during Soviet occupation); he ardently explains that the bones 
were the remains of Jewish victims because Lithuanian would not bury their dead in their own 
yards.  

 

[01:] 15:48:08 – [01:] 23:08:01 

16:28 – 24:06 

He explains that Jews were still living in their own homes when the war began, that after a few 
weeks they were driven out of their homes and the killings started. He interjects with a 
recollection of how a relative told his father not to go into hiding, because otherwise he would 
also be killed. He continues to explain that one day as he was harvesting rye, he saw how Jews 
were rounded up and taken to the killing site; he names a few of the perpetrators: Blažys, who 
was carrying a machine gun, Beineris, Kaliondra [Kalendra], Gabiokas, Jasičiokas, Samilokas 
[Samuliokas, Samoliokas]; he says that Jasičiokas and Samilokas [Samuliokas, Samoliokas] 
committed suicide. He explains that he hears the cries and screams of the victims, that he stopped 
cutting rye and went home. He reveals that a few days after the massacre, the “white stripers” 
apprehended his father because he spoke Yiddish; states that his father was called the patron of 
the Jews; he says that the “white stripers” wanted his father to translate notes written by Jews, 
but because he could not read Yiddish, the “white stripers” beat him up, that his father was held 
for several days and then sent to work in Germany; he explains that his father escaped and 
returned home. He repeats that his father was beaten by the “white stripers;” that one of them 
was a man named Ridikas, a co-worker; he mentions that his sister Julija spoke Yiddish and was 
friends with a Jewish family who lived in the apartment of Mrs. Šlenienė (wife of Mr. Šlenys).  

 

[01:] 23:08:12 – [01:] 33:23:08 

24:07 – 34:47 
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He explains that there were not many “white stripers” driving the Jews; mentions that Antanas 
Nemickas, deceased, dug the mass graves, that other Nemickas family members also dug graves; 
that the perpetrators escaped abroad – to America, Australia, Germany; that the “white stripers” 
who were not able to run away joined the partisans, that the “Voice of America” incited the 
partisans by announcing regularly that America was going to liberate Lithuania and start a war 
with Russia. He repeats that Kaliondra [Kalendra] was a “white striper” who joined the 
partisans. He mentions Bronius Janickas who was called “cannibal” because he was a murderer; 
he says that Janickas and other would rape Jewish women, beat victims, and loot Jewish goods, 
though he did not witness this himself, but he heard the perpetrators talking about it; however, he 
does not want to provide details about what he heard; reveals that the perpetrators would wear 
looted Jewish clothes to church, that the priests did not forbid any of their actions and in fact 
blessed them; he says that his mother stopped going to church because of this very reason, that 
he himself was no longer faithful. He spends a while trying to remember the names of the priests 
in Anykščiai at the time, names a few other priests, but does not specifically recall; he says that 
there were three priests and that the pastor was the most vicious. The interviewer wants him to 
talk about what the perpetrators said about their crimes, but he is unwilling or he maintains that 
everything is known or has been explained.  

 

Box 1, Tape 2 

 

[02:] 00:41:02 – [02:] 08:43:18 

00:43 – 09:05 

He mentions one Jewish man who lived on Šaltinio street, who escaped but was found again and 
taken away; he does not provide further details. He explains that the Russians parceled Jewish 
homes, that they would be sold to relatives, though the family relations were not always evident. 
The interviewer asks him to talk more about the perpetrator’s narration of events, how they killed 
the children; he talks about the evening of the first massacre; says that he heard the cries of the 
victims, that the “white stripers” were a part of the police force and were always armed with 
guns, that they were dressed in civilian clothes with white arms bands. He says that the wealthy 
Jews were killed in the forest, that other Jews were taken to Utena, that there were two 
synagogues in Anykščiai and that they were both full of victims. He expresses his opinion that 
Lithuanians participated in the killings for material and monetary gain. 

 

[02:] 08:43:18 – [02:] 14:02:24 

09:05 – 14:38 

He states that the perpetrators plundered all of the good belongings of the Jews- clothes, 
furniture, cupboards, tables; he gives the names of a few wealthy Jews in Anykščiai: 
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Zilbermanas, the two Melnikas brothers, Rabertas [Rapertas, Rabpertas], Gelmanas, Šerkė 
[Šarkė]; he says that Rabertas [Rapertas, Rabpertas] owned a clothing store that was better 
than the one owned by Ručys; repeats the names of the wealthy Jews: Dimanas [Dimantas] 
Gelmanas; says that Zilbermanas sold jewelry and gold. The interviewer asks him if the 
murderers became wealthy after the killings; he replies that they became alcoholics, they did not 
become wealthy. He mentions that there was speculation that a relative of Mrs. Pipienė 
participated in the killings and that it was evident that Mrs. Pipienė was never lacking money, 
she always had new goods and money. He expresses his thoughts about looting of goods and 
injustice.  

 

[02:] 14:06:11 – [02:] 27:03:18 

14:42 – 28:11 

He explains that the looting of Jewish goods and persecution of the Jews began while the Jews 
were still living in their homes, that he did not witness victims being beaten, but saw evidence of 
it in the swollen faces of the victims. He says that the synagogue was looted; talks about his 
family’s situation. The interviewer again asks him about the looting, he states that only the 
“white stripers” went into the Jewish homes to loot their belongings, that the “white stripers” 
would stand guard. He explains that in Anykščiai the walls of the holding cell were covered in 
blood, that Jews were beaten in the holding cell, that his father was beaten. He talks about 
deportations to Siberia; he says that one Jewish man from Anykščiai named Grimda [Grimva, 
Grimbla] was deported to Siberia. At the suggestion of the interviewer, he recalls that another 
Jewish man, Ručius, was deported to Siberia one week before the start of the war. He talks about 
an incident when he witness a man named Bronys shoot a Jewish man, Srolke, that he chased 
Srolke and then shot him; he says that Bronys was a pederast and escaped abroad. He confirms 
that no Germans were present at the rounding up and killing of the Jews.  

 

[02:] 27:03:18 – [02:] 35:58:16 

28:11 – 37:28 

The interviewer asks him if people sold Jewish goods; he does not answer directly if the goods 
were sold, but he does state that the less desirable Jewish clothes were piled up on the stairs at 
Jewish homes, that the perpetrators took the better clothes, that his friends wore the clothing of 
Jewish victims, that people had goods, but his family had nothing. He talks about issues 
concerning the conscience, relates a current news item. The interviewer attempts to steer him on 
topic; he starts talking about the man who shot Srolke; says that he saw the man fire at him 
twice. The interviewer asks him if he is certain that Srolke was killed, he answers saying that he 
did not see Srolke after that day, presumes that the perpetrators took his body away. He repeats 
that the word “Jude” was written in the doorways of Jewish homes and that they were unable to 
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go through their front doors. He gives the names of the murderers who went to Belarus to 
continue perpetrating crimes: Ridikas, Jasaitis, Gabiokas, Silva Gražys; tries to recall other 
names; explains that they went as civilians to murder Jews, that they all received compensation 
as victims of Soviet occupation.  

 

Time coded notes prepared by: Ada Valaitis 

Date: 06/08/2010 

There are no restrictions on this interview. 
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