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In this interview, Kazimieras Liubšys discusses the Jewish community of Akmenė and its fate 
during the German occupation of Lithuania. In great detail he describes witnessing the marching 
of a large column of Jews into the woods on the day of the shooting and focuses on his 
dissappointment that the local priest was leading the collaborators. He also describes hearing the 
shots and witnessing the collaborators return to the market square where they divided up a 
wagon full of clothes. He discusses the rounding up of Jews into the synagogue, focusing on the 
short amount of time they were kept there and the feeble guarding. He recounts how he along 
with friends explored the gravesite as a child after the shootings and later participated in the 
digging up of the mass grave organized by the NKVD when he saw that the corpses were 
without clothes. He mentions the shootings of a couple of Communists and identifies some local 
“white-stripers,” discussing their fates. He describes in great detail the raiding of Jewish stores 
that occurred before the mass shooting while the Jews were being rounded up into the 
synagogue. He ends the interview by commenting on the conspicuous absence of the Jewish 
students when he went back to school that fall—half of the students were gone.  
 
 
[01:] 00:30:09 – [01:] 06:15:04 
 
He states that he was born in 1931 near Akmenė, where he went to school; explains that there 
was a small number of Jews in Akmenė; focuses on the fact that all of the stores had Jewish 
owners; explains how he knew the Jews because his parents often sent him to the stores; explains 
that for about two to three months after the German invasion everything was calm but that later 
all of the Jews were rounded up and then interned in the synagogue and soon taken to the forest 
and shot; describes witnessing the round-up of the Jews into the synagogue, focusing on the fact 
that he felt hurt that the leader of the entire operation was the priest of the church, Balčiūnas, for 
whom he used to serve as an altar boy during mass; explains how he refused to serve at church 
after he saw the priest carrying a machine gun and forcing Jews out of their homes; lists other 
collaborators: Daujotas, nicknamed “arkliavagys” (horsethief), Pocius, and a couple German SS 
soldiers; explains how he, along with other youths, secretly followed the forced march of the 
Jews along the river out of curiosity, but that they were not allowed near the shooting-pit; 
describes hearing the shots and how shortly afterwards he saw the “white-stripers” return to the 
market with a wagon full of clothes; explains that they then divided up the Jews’ belongings and 
then went to a bar/tavern.  
 
[01:] 06:15:05 – [01:] 10:37:20 
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He remembers individual Jews who had been rounded up, including a family of store owners 
named Joskė from Dabikinės, a Jew who used to buy up old clothing, and children with whom 
he had gone to school, mentioning that in total there must have been 60 or 70 Jews that were 
killed; describes how he along with other boys followed the column of Jews down the street until 
the leaders told them to leave, at which point they went down to the river where they could see 
where the Jews were being taken along the other bank; mentions that he recognized many of the 
Jews at the time and that they all seemed extremely scared because they knew what was 
happening to them; explains that yellow stars had not been sewn to their clothing, that no ghetto 
had been established, and that the Jews were kept in the synagogue for only a short time before 
the shooting; describes the order in which people marched to the shooting site—the priest in the 
lead and the SS guarding the sides of the column; explains that he does not know whether the 
priest mentioned anything about this during his sermons because he stopped going to church 
after he told his parents about the priest conducting the shootings; discusses the fate of the priest; 
explains that he soon moved somewhere else because everyone had stopped going to church; 
mentions that he never went back to church even when a new priest came to the town.  
 
[01:] 10:37:21 – [01:] 18:49:04 
 
He recounts how his curiosity was sparked by the sight of guards with guns dressed in civilian 
clothes with white ribbons tied around their arms; explains that the shooting probably happened 
in August because the Germans had occupied Lithuania in June; recalls how school started later 
that year due to a lack of teachers because some had run off with the Soviet regime; recalls that 
the shooting occurred around midday, describes the route that was taken by the column of Jews; 
explains that the shooting occurred on the other side of the river from where he was standing; 
points out that he did not see the pit into which the Jews were shot; explains how he explored the 
fresh grave in the evening; describes in great detail how horrific the grave appeared to him and 
remembers collecting German cartridge cases; describes hearing shots and cries from across the 
river; explains that the shooting lasted for a couple of hours; reiterates that he saw the “white-
stripers” returning with a pile of clothes; describes witnessing how the drunk perpetrators 
divided the clothes among themselves in the market square; explains that the priest was there but 
did not claim any clothes; points out that the Germans were not around anymore; mentions that 
there were around ten collaborators who were dividing the clothes among themselves; describes 
the types of clothes: shoes, summer clothes, and childrens clothes; mentions how after the war he 
took part in the unearthing of the mass graves directed by the NKVD and remembers seeing that 
all of the corpses were dressed only in their underwear; mentions how he became nauseus when 
he saw the corpses [covers his mouth with his hand as though about to throw up] and ran away 
from the spot.  
 
[01:] 18:49:05 – [01:] 24:29:01 
 
He talks about how the old man, whom the collaborators had forced to drive them all day in his 
wagon, left once the collaborators had finished distributing the clothes among themselves; 
mentions that the square was completely empty of objects once they were done dividing the 
belongings; does not remember whether the priest went into the bar with the other collaborators; 
explains that afterward people kept silent about that day; remembers how later Daumantas and 
Pocius shot the one-armed Lithuanian Communist director of the mill along with a 
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“Komsomol”(Communist Union of Youth) woman; discusses the fates of Daumantas and 
Pocius, that they did not flee in time before the Soviets reoccupied Lithuania and were sent to 
Siberia and were never seen again; specifies that his father told him about the arrest and shooting 
of the two Communists; lists the names and fates of his friends at the time with whom he 
witnessed the events the day of the shooting: Antanas Mačiulis, Rimas Kuolas, Romka 
Niedvaras, Pranukas Braižius; explains that he never returned to church, not even after the war 
because he felt that he had become a nonbeliever; mentions that he did not hear what the 
collaborators talked about as they returned from the shooting; describes his own fear.  
  
[01:] 24:29:02 – [01:] 31:00:21 
 
He explains that the Jews were kept in the synagogue for less than a week until the trench was 
dug; discusses the looting of Jewish stores; describes in detail how the collaborators carried 
everything out of the Jewish stores, focusing on how Daujotas had six or seven children and 
remembers in great detail how he had accepted a piece of cheese that Daujotas’s son offered 
him; lists the other products that were taken from the stores: cheese, fish, fabric, shoes, clothes; 
specifies that the stores were looted while the Jews were locked up in the synagogue; affirms that 
the looters consisted of the same group of collaborators that later shot the Jews; describes the 
process of looting the Jews’ stores: the stores were raided one by one as their owners were forced 
into the synagogue; focuses on the fact that the entire process lasted at least three days because 
there were ten stores in the town; specifies that he knew where the cheese he had been offered 
had come from, but that he had not yet known that the Jews would be killed; mentions that the 
cheese was delicious and the first time he had tasted it; explains how after the shootings he 
remained friends with Daujotas’s children but that the entire town avoided Daujotas himself; 
discusses how poor the Daujotas’s family had been during the interwar period when Daujotas 
was always in jail for stealing horses and selling them to Gypsies; explains that the Jews’ houses 
were not looted at the same time as their stores but rather after the shooting; discusses how 
people later moved into the houses; comments on the poor living conditions of the houses—that  
in reality the Jews were not rich; mentions that all of the buildings in Akmenė were wooden; 
explains that the wooden synagogue was torn down, probably by the German occupiers under the 
supervision of Sašaitis (the head of the police and representative of the Gestapo).  
 
[01:] 31:00:22 – [01:] 35:17:20  
 
He returns to discussing the looting of the stores; explains that most of the stores had sold food 
as well as other goods, such as shoes and bedding, and that only one specialized in selling meat; 
returns to his description of the trench, explaining that he does not know who dug it and that no 
one suspected it was being dug; explains that he would swim in a river near to the site but never 
saw anyone digging in the forest; explains that only one guard was posted at the synagogue, 
mentions how he together with friends speculated that the Jews could try escaping through the 
windows if they wanted to but none of them dared; mentions that perhaps the Jews did not 
suspect that they would be shot; discusses how Jewish families were very large and that his 
school was almost half Jewish; focuses on the fact that when he returned to school in the fall half 
of the students were gone.  
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